






























































Proposed Ordinance for Brown County, WI 
Jail Inmate Fees 

To be codified as Section 3.34 of the Brown County Code of Ordinances 
 

THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF BROWN DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
JAIL INMATE FEES.   
 
(1) Jail Inmate Fees.  This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to that authority provided 
under §§302.372, 302.38, 302.381, 302.388, 302.425, 302.43, 303.08, and 303.19, Wis. 
Stats.  This Ordinance hereby repeals Brown County Code, Ordinance 3.05 in its entirety 
and re-ordains it herein under Section (8) hereof by virtue of this Ordinance. 
 
(2) Definitions. 

 (a)  "Jail" includes a house of correction, Huber facility under Wis. Stat. §303.09 
or a work camp under Wis. Stat. §303.10.  

 (b)  "Jailer" includes a sheriff, superintendent, or other keeper of a jail.  
 (c)  “On probation and confined” includes any inmate on probation, parole, or 

extended supervision that is subsequently confined in the jail. 
 
(3) Intent.  It is the intent of the provisions of this ordinance that incarcerated persons be 
held responsible for paying part of the costs of incarceration and any related expenses, to 
the extent permitted by law. 
 
(4) Waiver of Fees.  The jailer, or his designee, within his discretion may waive any fees 
established pursuant to this section of the Brown County Code of Ordinances for any 
prisoner upon good cause shown. 
 
(5) Use of Monies Collected.  Any money collected under this section shall be accepted 
by the Brown County Jail or Finance Department and deposited in the Brown County 
treasury and it shall be utilized to offset the costs of operating the Brown County Jail. 
 
(6) Jail Booking/Processing Fee.   
 (a)  A booking/processing fee that is fixed at a rate specified and established in 
the annual county budget will be charged for inmates each time they are initially booked 
into the jail on a sentence (circuit court or municipal) or placed on probation and 
confined.   
 
(7) Daily Inmate Fee.   
 (a)  For expenses incurred by Brown County in relation to the crime for which a 
person was sentenced to a county jail, or for which the person was placed on probation 
and confined in jail, the Brown County Board hereby sets a daily inmate fee that is fixed 
at a rate specified and established in the annual county budget for each day or any part of 
a day, pursuant to Wis. Stat. §302.372.  
 



(8) Huber Law Prisoners.  The cost of board for prisoners in the Brown County Jail 
who are gainfully employed for wages or salary or who are self-employed or receive 
unemployment compensation or employment training benefits while in custody in the jail 
and are required to pay the cost as provided in section 303.08 of the Wisconsin Statutes, 
(Huber Law), or section 973.09 (4) of the Wisconsin Statutes, (Conditional Probation), is 
fixed at a rate specified and established in the annual County budget, and all such 
prisoners shall be liable to Brown County for this charge. These rates include Wisconsin 
State Sales Tax where applicable. 
 
(9) Electronic Monitoring Program (EMP).   
 (a)  Inmates placed in the electronic monitoring program under Wis. Stat. 
§302.425 shall be liable to Brown County at a rate specified and established in the annual 
county budget and shall reimburse the county for same in accordance with the law. 
 (b)  The jailer may require prepayment of the expenses set forth herein as a 
requirement for participation in the program. 
 
(10) Medical Expenses.  Inmates shall be responsible for the actual costs of medical 
expenses incurred by Brown County as set forth in Wis. Stat. §302.38 and the county 
may seek reimbursement for same in accordance with law. 
  
(11) Warrant Service Fee.  The jailer may impose a warrant service fee that is fixed at a 
rate specified and established in the annual county budget for all criminal, ordinance, and 
civil warrants, together with mileage at the prevailing IRS rate. 
 
(12) Prisoner Reimbursement.   
 (a)  Every person confined to the Brown County Jail shall complete a financial 
disclosure form containing the information set forth in Wis. Stat. §302.372(2)(b). 
 (b)  Within 12 months after the release of a prisoner from jail, Brown County may 
commence an action in circuit court or otherwise attempt to recover the expenses for 
daily incarceration under this ordinance plus the costs to investigate the financial status of 
the prisoner and the expenses of collection not otherwise recovered or be barred, pursuant 
to Wis. Stat. §302.372(6).  The jailer shall provide any assistance that the county requests 
related to an action under this subsection. 
 
(13) Institutional Accounts.   
 (a)  The jailer may charge a prisoner for expenses set forth above, while he/she is 
a prisoner, plus the costs to investigate the financial status of the prisoner and the 
expenses of collection. 
 (b)  If the jailer maintains an institutional account for a prisoner’s use for payment 
of items from canteen, vending, or similar services, the jailer may make deductions from 
the account to pay for the expenses set forth above.  If the prisoner has a balance due for 
expenses under this ordinance, from prior incarcerations, any institutional account created 
as part of a subsequent incarceration may be used to recover the sums due from the prior 
incarceration. 
 
(14) Prisoner Cooperation. 



 (a)  A prisoner in a jail shall cooperate with Brown County in seeking 
reimbursement under this section for expenses incurred by the county. 
 (b)  A prisoner who intentionally refuses to cooperate may not earn good time 
credit under Wis. Stat. §302.43 or diminution of sentence under Wis. Stat. §303.19(3). 
 
(15) No Duplication of Expenses.  Brown County shall not recover for the same 
expenses twice pursuant to this ordinance. 
 
 
 
Dated this ____ day of _________ 2012. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ Committee; 
________________________________________ Committee 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
___________________________________              _________________________ 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE                                            DATE 
 
___________________________________              _________________________ 
COUNTY CLERK                                                     DATE 
 
___________________________________              _________________________ 
COUNTY BOARD CHAIR                                       DATE 
 
Final Draft Approved by Corporation Counsel 
 
 
Fiscal Impact: __This ordinance does not require an appropriation from the General 
Fund.  The purpose of this ordinance is to outline authority provided under Wisconsin 
State Statutes regarding Brown County Jail inmate fees to ensure incarcerated persons are 
held responsible for paying part of the costs of incarceration and any related expenses, to 
the extent permitted by law.  
 
Effective date: This ordinance is effective _______________    ______, 2012. 









 



 



 


