BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Brown County

305 E. WALNUT STREET
P. 0. BOX 23600
GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN 54305-3600 LAND CONSERVATION SUBCOMMITTEE
PHONE (920) 448-4015  FAX (920) 448-6221 Norbert Dantinne, Jr., Chair
Dave Kaster, Vice Chair
Bemie Erickson, Dave Landwehr, Tom Sieber
Citizen Rep: Vacant

LAND CONSERVATION SUBCOMMITTEE
Monday, April 24, 2017
5:00 PM
Annual Town Advisory Meeting to Follow PD&T
Brown County Public Works Department
2198 Glendale Avenue — Howard, WI

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE COMMITTEE MAY TAKE ACTION ON
ANY ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA

**NOTE TIME AND LOCATION**

I Call Meeting to Order,

. Approve/Modify Agenda.
.  Approve/Modify Minutes of March 27, 2017.
. Discussion of May meeting.

Comments from the Public

1. Departmental Openings Summary.
2. Budget Status Financial Report for March 2017 - Unaudited.
3. Directors Report:

a. Multi Discharge Variance (MDV).
b. Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP).

Other
4, Such Other Matters as Authorized by Law.
5. Adjourn.

Norb Dantinne, Jr., Chair

Notice is hereby given that action by the Committee may be taken on any ef the items which are described or listed in this agenda.

Please take notice that it is possible additional members of the Board of Supervisors may attend this meeting, cesulting in a majority or
quorum of the Board of Supervisors. This may constitute a meeting of the Board of Supervisors for purposes of discussion and
information gathering relative to this agenda.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE BROWN COUNTY
LAND CONSERVATION SUBCOMMITTEE

Pursuant to Section 18.94 Wis. Stats., a regular & budget meeting of the Brown County Land Conservation
Subcommittee was held on Monday, March 27, 2017 in Room 116, UW Extension, 1150 Bellevue Street, GB, WI

Present: Supervisors Norbert Dantinne, Bernie Erickson, Dave Kaster, Dave Landwehr, Tom Sieber

Vacant:

Citizen Rep

Also Present:  Supervisors Gruszynski and Lefebvre; County Conservationist Mike Mushinski and other interested

parties.

*Audio of the meeting is available by contacting the County Board office {920) 448-4015.

Call Meeting to Order.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dantinne at 6:00 p.m.

Approve/Modify Agenda.

Motion made by Supervisor Sieber, seconded by Supervisor Landwehr to approve. Vote taken. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Approve/Modify Minutes of February 27, 2017.

Motion made by Supervisor Kaster, seconded by Supervisor Erickson to approve. Vote taken. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Approval of Highway location for April meeting with a start time at 5:00pm.

Motion made by Supervisor Sieber, seconded by Supervisor Landwehr to approve. Vote taken. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Comments from the Public None

Communications

1

Communication from Supervisor Gruszynski re: That Brown County draft a resolution supporting Marinette
County Board of Supervisor's unanimous resolution opposing the Aquila Resources’ “Back Forty” sulfide
mine, that has the potential to threaten the waters of the Menominee River, Bay of Green Bay, and Lake
Michigan. Referred from March County Board.

Supervisor Gruszynski informed there was a proposed open pit metallic sulfide mine on the banks of the
Menominee River and for those who enjoyed any recreationa! opportunities on the water this was not good
news for Brown County in the future. Over 10,000 miles of river had been polluted by acid mine drainage
from sulfide mines out west and they were looking at about $30 billion dollars worth of cleanup that directly
affected taxpayers and about $550,000 for different sites where the sulfide mines had polluted in the past.
80% of this deposit was a sulfide deposit.

If this was in Wisconsin, following the regulatory structure, a permittee would have to show that there hadn’t
been any similar pollution to groundwater or surface water in the last 10-years with this sort of mine.
Michigan did not have those same qualifications and that’s why folks are raising this issue. Also, no company
had yet to pass that test in Wisconsin because there were sulfide mining potential in Wisconsin but that had
not come to light yet. Unfortunately the DNR had taken a ‘wait and see’ approach from what the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality came up with. Because of that they were starting to see these
resolutions both directed at the State of Wisconsin but also at the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality, who had been in the news recently with the water crisis in Flint, Michigan. They were the same
regulatory agency that they would be counting on with this mining operation.
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Gruszynski brought this forward to think of all the efforts Brown County had done so far with trying to save
the Bay but also Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) funding in the area. The county worked on efforts
with the Pike Habitat Restoration Project and Spawning Project as well as the Demonstration Farms in Brown
County, which were directly attributed to working to try to clean up the Bay. He suggested looking at the
amount of money spent on phragmites removal for the future and all of the county parks and launches
maintained in Brown County. In just the 8" Congressional District alone through the Great Lakes Restoration
Funding, $85 million dollars were spent on 170 different projects. To him, that's what was at jeopardy with
this mine.

Erickson didn’t want to see pollution streaming into the Bay of Green Bay, however the people that lived
there, it was becoming quite a depressed area and there were signs stating, “Don’t stop the mine” ”Let the
mine open”. Their economies were horrid and locals were hoping this stuff does open so they can get back to
work. Erickson was not against a resolution but he would like to see what else was going on with other states,
such as with Michigan, how they were approaching it and he would like a little more information on this.

Kaster didn’t want to see the pollution but he would like to see how Marinette came up with their decision to
put together this resolution, their stats, etc. Gruszynski responded if they locked at the track record of sulfide
mines nationally it was pretty easy to see why they came up with this determination. It was telling to look at
Wisconsin and look at the fact that they did have that moratorium in place for sulfide mining on purpose. No
sulfide mine to this point had been able to show the state that they had been able to stop this sort of
pollution from moving forward in a 10-year span. Right now they were in the public comment period with the
Department of Environmental Quality with the State of Michigan, by sending this to that department, this
would also be entered into that public comment. There was public comment being taken at town halls and
other areas all across Michigan, sc this was the time to weigh in.

Motion made by Supervisor Sieber, seconded by Supervisor Erickson to allow interested parties to speak.
Vote taken. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Nicole Laforge - 4481 Nicolet Drive, Green Bay, Wi 54311

Laforge was a Green Bay resident and a descendent of the Menominee Tribe. They were in steadfast
opposition to this because that was their place of origin. They had sacred sites there and wanted to protect it
for future generations. Like the NoDAPL movement they knew that water was essentia! life and that area was
maintaining ecosystem of the Great Lakes. It was their job to start setting a precedent around here that they
weren’t going to let this corporate takeover and leave the mess. She briefly spoke to the water crisis in Flynt,
Michigan. She fe!t they needed to step up and be leaders and care about people over profit. Contact info was
provided: wlaforgnl@gmail.com — www.nobackforty.org

Kris Baran - 1712 Spring Hills Lane, De Pere, WI
Baran was a resident of Brown County, born and raised. He currently lived within a quarter mile of two of the

larger pits in Brown County on Scray Hill, so he understood what mining meant in the community and what it
was all about. He worked as a Senior Project Manager for FOTH Infrastructure and Environment, which was
one of the largest engineering firms in Brown County and had been around for 75 years. They had been
involved with this project as the owner’s rep for the engineering and design of the projects for over a decade,
since 2006. They prepared the permits that had been submitted to the State of Michigan. They also prepared
permits on Kennecott Eagle and Humboldt Project in Michigan which were the same type of mines and were
operating successfully within the UP. FOTH also had a history with the Flambeau mine in Lady Smith,
Wisconsin which was successfully operated as an opened pit mine, closed and reclaimed. As they moved
forward with the discussion he wanted to talk about the facts of the Back Forty project, a bit about what it
was as an open pit mine, an engineered facility. Baran felt people equated the sins of the past in the mining
industry to what was happening today in the mining industry and it was not the same any longer. There were
facilities for this apen pit mine, all materials would be managed on engineered line facilities. All the water
that was collected on these engineered lined facilities would be put through a state of the art waste water
treatment plant before anything was discharged to the environment with the Menominee River. All of the
materials during the operations would be collected and stored on these pads, the open pit at the end of the
mine life would be reclaimed i.e. backfilled, capped with an engineered covered liner to successfully store all
of the material subaqueous which prevented any of the acid rock drainage. In addition, they had put together

i



Brown County Land Conservation Subcommittee - March 27, 2017

a series of documents, the mine permit application, the air permit application and the NPDS permit
application which was a groundwater discharge application along with a wetlands permit. The mine permit
application and the air permit application had been approved by the State of Michigan; they were final
permits that had been granted. The draft NPDS permit was put out for public notice and that was under final
review. The wetlands permit was currently under review for the State of Michigan.

With regard to the environmental protections that had been put in place on this project over a decade ago,
there were baseline environmental studies completed over a series of 3-years that looked at ground water,
surface water, flora, fauna, typography, air, cultural resources, all evaluated per the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality regulations. That was all collated into a mine permit application and most importantly,
as part of that mine permit application there was an environmental impact assessment that was done. It’s
reviewed to show what the impacts of that project were going to be, how the project could negate any of the
impacts possible through the design process of the project, take public input into that process and then move
the project forward. They had successfully stepped through that information with the State of Michigan and
they were moving forward with the project on those two permits he talked about.

Baran was concerned that adopting some sort of resolution in Brown County without having heard from
components of the project. From people that had worked on the project, several in the community well over
a decade at FOTH, on making this the right kind of project to move forward in an economic depressed area.
He wanted to put that forward as an objection to the opposition and looked forward to future questions and
offered to give a presentation with in-depth engineering details that went into the project.

Responding to questions, Baran informed that generally town hall public comment meetings don’t start until
permit submittals are put in, that’s when the state was taking their open input. The company had hosted a
series of open forums and ‘get to know you’ sessions in the local area to inform the local communities on
their public outreach and social responsibility, etc. They submitted the permits in November of 2015 to the
MDQ and that’s when the state starts taking their official input and public comment.

Sieber stated that no matter how much planning you do or how many contingencies you plan for something
could still go wrong and questioned the backup. Baran responded that as part of the mining regulations they
did in the State of Michigan, in the early 2000s they revamped the process and there were a new set of rules
put in place. The mine permit application required a comprehensive set of contingency and cleanup plans for
different operating scenarios. There was also a secondary mechanism regarding a reclamation plan put into
Parts 632, State of Michigan’s Nonferrous Metallic Mining Regulations in which he briefly explained. The
State of Michigan had a contingency fund set aside by the mining company in which they released.

Jimmy Soletski - 496 Menlo Park Rd, Green Bay, WI 54302
Soletski informed he was one of the leaders of JOSHUA in Green Bay and they had a taskforce looking into

the Back Forty mine. The information from Mr. Baran brought up questions. He felt the description wasn’t
that clear. He understood it was an open pit, 2,000’ wide, 750’ deep but found no mention of how long it
would be. It didn’t say if it was a round mine. The one that was not built in the western part of the state was
starting at 4 miles long, 1,000’ deep and a mile wide. It was going to be licensed to go 32 miles long. It was
150’ from the Menominee River and it was holding back the water and the coffer dam. There has been job
creation the last 15-20 years cleaning up the river from accidents. He felt the State of Michigan was going to
hold that money. They haven’t had a real good record in dealing with environmental things in the last couple
of years. He questioned how they would be in the future. They didn’t know exactly what is going on in their
permitting process; it was not Wisconsin’s permitting process. The Governor said they didn’t have to worry
about it because Michigan's DNR was handling it but they sort of dropped the ball on a couple different
things in the last few years.

When this was brought up publicly, the angle was that the Menominee Tribe had a problem with it but he
would think that everyone in Wisconsin should have a problem with it. They should be asking to be included
in this permitting process somehow to make some sort of effort that they had a say in how they were going
to do these things because they were going to be so close to ‘our’ Menominee River, it was just as much as
ours as it was theirs.

/|
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The metallic sulfide mines in the United States would pollute up to 27 million gallons of fresh water per year
if there was an accident. The main reason acidic mine drainage occurs was when mineral deposits contained
sulfides were exposed to air and water during excavation,

When they were trying to permit the mine in the western part of the state they talked about all the jobs they
were going to create and that they were good paying jobs, he would have to say that in that case it was a big
mining company proposing this. He didn’t believe they were going to use the local people to be handling all
the big equipment. After the mines were done, there were no jobs. When people say there were going to be
lots of job, they had to get more details. He felt they needed many more answers to looming questions.

Motion made by Supervisor Landwehr, secanded by Supervisor Sieber to return to regular order of
business. Vote taken. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Responding to a question put forth by Sieber, Mushinski informed that Brown County received about a
million dollars a year of GLRI money for ag and had been for about 7-8 years now. Half was hard practices,
half soft.

Erickson agreed that there were more questions than answers. He felt the State of Wisconsin should be
somewhat involved but rather than put out a resolution of oppesition, put out a resolution asking the State
of Wisconsin to talk with Michigan and have an agreement of understanding on how this was going to work
i.e. how money would be disbursed if there were issues, assuming this went through, also answers on size,
safety, etc. He was very familiar with the area and the economy of the area and he didn’t want to be the one
to tell people they can’t go back to work. It wouldn’t take a lot of time to teach someone to run equipment.
He didn't think they were in a position to bring down a resolution that sounded so forceful when the county
didn’t have the answers. Erickson couldn’t say he was for or against it with the limited information they had.
He informed their committee had worked with Foth extensively when they closed Renard Island and knew
there were a lot of good things that could be done in engineering and there were a lot more very good things
that could be done in changes, even though they had a final plan. He suggested Dantinne talk to County
Board Chairman Moynihan to designate a half hour before County Board to have input from both sides and
someone from the State of Michigan and peoples groups up there across the border. If that wouldn’t work
they could set up another appropriate meeting and invite supervisors.

Supervisor Lefebvre stated that with the new technology and machines being operated by one person
remotely, there weren’t going to be that many jobs. If they did have job openings, they brought in their own
people. Before she was on the County Board she worked on Kidney Island and it was not capped and closed
properly.

Gruszynski informed there was economic impact in Brown County when it came to the fishery in both the
Menominee River and the Bay. He felt that was something this board should think about with the potential
impacts that watershed. There was a fly fishing store in De Pere that guided on the Menominee River 200+
days of the year for business. There were several sporting groups here as well. The Flambeau mine was
always held up as this token one that was closed but he'd be happy to share Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
articles about that mine and some of the water testing going on around that mine. Lately as 2013 where they
were having positive tests around that mine and looking to challenge for impaired waters around the
Ladysmith mine. A resolution would be a strong statement from the County Board, at least to State
Representatives, on the county’s position. Marinette County had passed it and there were several other
counties that will be looking at this as it was afforded to every county around the Bay. Erickson informed he
was a 30 year board member for a very substantial sized fishing natural resources organization in Green Bay
and they had everything from guides, to charter captains, to commercial fisherman to sports fisherman so
they were not going to lock at this lightly.

A brief discussion ensued with regard to taking this up at County 8oard. Dantinne stated this had been in the

works since 2006, he was for taking a few more months to retrieve information and bring back. Erickson

agreed with Dantinne, he wanted a little more information. Gruszynski felt like this committee was punting it

if they held it for 90 days. Landwehr was fine with voting on it and seeing where it went. Sieber would / l F!
support 30 days for more information but not much longer as they dragged stuff out too long sometimes, he
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would be fine voting on it tonight. If they looked at what this brought to the people of Brown County verses
the potential negative impacts, all who voted with constituents in mind would vote the same way. Marinstte
County, a very conservative county, unanimously oppased this. Kaster assumed more information was better
and he would like the County Board to have all the information. He didn’t have a position right now. Did he
want the water polluted, no, but he wasn’t sure it was going to.

A member from the audience interjected that she liked the idea to try and bring some experts if possible
before the next County Board meeting that had some substantial information to present because this
shouldn’t be dragged out.

Motion made by Supervisor Sieber, seconded by Supervisor Erickson to hold for 30 days. Vote taken.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Land and Water Conservation Department

2.

Open Pasitions Report.

County Canservationist Mike Mushinski informed that they had same Agronomist position open as they were
still working on funding. It may be open for a while.

Motion made by Supervisor Sieber, seconded by Supervisor Landwehr to receive and place on file. Vote
taken. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Budget Status Financial Reports for January and February 2017 - Unaudited.
Mushinski informed they were doing well financially. 2016 they finished right at break even and zeroed it out,

Motion made by Supervisor Landwehr, seconded by Supervisar Kaster to receive and place on file. Vote
taken. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Director’s Report:
a. Demonstration Farm Network-Brickstead Dairy-NEW Watershed Champion.

Dan Brick from Brickstead Dairy received the Watershed Champion Award from NEW Water Green Bay
Metropolitan Sewerage District. Reid Ribble was the recipient last year. It was quite an honor for one of
the producers in Brown County to receive that.

b. Department Relocation.

Mushinski informed the UW-Extension building was sold and they had been looking at relocation sites.
UW-Green Bay seemed to be the best spot for them as a temporary location — 3" fioor of the
Environmental Sciences Building. They had some square footage there and at the facilities building as you
come into the campus. Two different sites but they had the ability to get the public access to them.
Buildings were open from 7am-7/8pm so the timing was good. As for parking, they will have to buy
parking. It was about $100 per vehicle for the county vehicles to park there. They will have to buy
individually for the staff members of the department. As a visitor they had five free visits and then you
pay. It was done by license plate. Most people don’t come visit them five times a year sa it should be
okay. It seemed like a good fit/combination so it was positive.

Motion made by Supervisor Sieber, seconded by Supervisor Kaster to receive and place on file. Vote taken.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Such Other Matters as Authorized by Law.

Dantinne questioned how the cleanup went in Humboldt. Mushinski informed it took a while, a few days as it
was about 100,000 gallons. it made it miles downstream so it was very severe. The DNR had been out there.
He didn’t know about fines but they did have a $3,000 overtopping or spill permit through the county so



Brown County Land Conservation Subcommittee - March 27, 2017 6

more than likely they will do that. It was the second time it happened; first time was about five years ago.
Same farm, tank and manure pit. Dantinne understood it was correct when they pumped it into the tank, the
valve was open, but when they were done cleaning the barn they were supposed to close the valve manually
and it was left open filling the barn.

6. Adjourn.

Motion made by Supervisor Landwehr, secanded by Supervisor Sieber to adjourn at 7:02 p.m. Vote Taken.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Respectfully submitted,

Alicia A. Loehlein
Recording Secretary
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