
Court System 
Honorable Tammy Jo Hock - Presiding Judge 

(920) 448-4115 

 

 

MISSION 

 

The mission of the Brown 

County Court System is to 

provide the public, attorneys 

and all litigants with 

courteous, proficient and 

professional judicial services.  

By coordinating the services 

of the Circuit Courts, Clerk of 

Courts, Court Commissioners 

and Register in Probate 

offices, we strive for effective 

and efficient operation of the 

judicial system. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 

Wisconsin's 241 Circuit Courts are the state's trial courts.  Brown County operates 

eight circuit courts to hear and determine all civil, criminal, traffic, family, juvenile, 

mental health and probate actions and proceedings.  Circuit Court judges are state 

employees elected for six-year terms.  While judges and court reporters' salaries 

are state-funded, the county funds all other costs for operation of the Circuit Courts 

with partial aid from a state grant. 

 

The office of the Clerk of Circuit Court is a constitutional office providing support to 

the Circuit Courts in Brown County.  The office maintains the official court records, 

manages and coordinates the general business and financial operations of the 

courts, and provides in-court clerks for the courts.  The office generates revenue 

for the county and state by collecting fines, forfeitures, court costs and fees.  Staff 

duties include maintaining court files, indexing records, recording minutes and 

orders, maintaining the jury system, and communicating the courts’ actions to the 

public and various governmental agencies. 

 

The Circuit Court Commissioners assist the judiciary by handling criminal, traffic, 

small claims, juvenile and mental health hearings.  The Family Court Commissioner 

handles family court matters, including divorce, abuse injunctions and child 

support enforcement.  The commissioners speed the flow of cases through the 

courts and are frequently able to handle matters in a less formal manner, thus 

saving the public time and expense. 

 

The Register in Probate assists the judiciary and public by handling estates, 

guardianships, trusts and involuntary commitments.  Staff duties include:  

maintaining court files, reviewing all protective placements and guardianships 

annually, appointing temporary guardians, holding pre-trials and deciding cases, 

and advising the public and attorneys as to practices and procedures.

INITIATIVES 

 

Reduce Copy Paper Consumption – With the implementation of e-filing and electronic documents, the Circuit Courts 

and Clerk of Courts have seen an increase in copy paper consumption due to judicial requests to duplicate and print e-

filed documents and maintain working files.  The department will work with the District Court Administrator to obtain 

additional training from the Wisconsin Court System’s Consolidated Court Automation Programs (CCAP) to ensure all 

users are efficiently trained and knowledgeable in utilizing the necessary online applications in order to view the official 

court record. 

 

Review Legal Publications and Subscriptions – The WI Statutes Annotated has been reduced to one subscription for 

the eight Circuit Court Judges.  Contracts have been entered into with a mass media and information firm for annual 

updates and subscriptions.  Costs should remain in-check and status quo for future budgets.  The Circuit Courts will 

work with Corporation Counsel to consolidate online legal research tools in the next 2-3 years for additional savings. 

 

Installation of a DAR (Digital Audio Recording) Unit in Courtroom B – A DAR unit will be installed in Courtroom B in 2020 

to back up the two county court reporters.  The DAR unit can be utilized as an alternative to on-call court reporters, 

which are paid per diem.  The DAR unit will also be a safety net should a future vacancy occur in this position and the 

county is unable to fill the position due to a limited pool of qualified applicants. 
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 PROPERTY TAX TRENDS STAFFING TRENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 
SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 Intergovernmental Revenue – Increase is due to increased state funding related to guardian ad litem (GAL) fees 

that were increased by state statute. 

 Public Charges – Increase is the result of increased attorney fees and expected collections on them as well as a 

move to State Debt Collections, which is believed to increase collections. 

 Miscellaneous Revenue – Increase is directly related to expected increases in interest revenue. 

 Other Financing Sources – Decrease is a result of a transfer for 2019 wage increases as well as a carryover transfer 

in 2019. 

 Personnel Costs – Increase is due to 2020 having 2,096 hours compared to 2,088 in 2019 and a change in benefit 

elections.  

 Operating Expenses – Increase is mainly the result of increased GAL and Attorney fees as well as increases in intra-

county expenses. 

 Outlay – Decrease is related to the audio equipment purchased in 2019.  No upgrades are currently budgeted for 

2020. 
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Intergov. Revenue 1,017,016 1,053,780 85,316 8.81%

Public Charges 1,666,340 1,784,700 80,224 4.71%

Miscellaneous Revenue 67,000 76,339 12,919 20.37%

Other Financing Sources 75,683 -              (75,683) -100.00%

2,826,039 2,914,819 102,776 3.65%
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COURT CASELOADS 
 

 CRIMINAL TRAFFIC 

 

 

 

 

 FAMILY JUVENILE 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFFING SUMMARY 

 

 

Circuit Courts Position FTE

Unit 

Rate

Budget 

Hours Cost

Court Commissioner 1.00      43.69    2,096     91,574       

Court Commissioner 1.00      40.47    2,096     84,825       

Court Commissioner 2.00      38.93    4,192     163,194     

Register In Probate 1.00      34.59    2,096     72,501       

Chief Deputy Register In Probate 1.00      24.55    2,096     51,457       

Office Manager II 1.00      24.54    2,096     51,436       

Judicial Assistant 7.00      23.92    14,672   350,952     

Law Clerk 2.00      23.26    4,192     97,506       

Judicial Assistant 2.00      23.14    4,192     97,002       

Deputy Register In Probate 1.00      21.64    1,965     42,523       

Court Reporter 1.00      20.42    2,096     42,800       

Court Reporter 1.00      20.08    2,096     42,088       

Clerk/Typist II 1.00      18.48    1,965     36,313       

Clerk/Typist II 0.50      18.09    983        17,774       
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Clerk of Courts

 

Chief Deputy

Clerk of Courts
Financial Operations 

Manager

 

Court 

Coordinators

 

Deputy Clerk I-A

Deputy Juvenile 

Clerk

Clerk/Typists I

 

Deputy Clerk of 

Courts I

 

Accounting 

Technicians

 

Clerk/Typist II

 

Customer Service

Clerk

  

Circuit Courts Position (cont'd) FTE

Unit 

Rate

Budget 

Hours Cost

LTE-Bailiff 2.50      9.38      5,122     48,044       

Budgeted Overtime 632             

25.00   51,955  1,290,621 

Regular Earnings 1,290,621 

Fringe Benefits 520,988     

Child Support Salaries Reimbursements (116,000)    

2020 Total Compensation 1,695,609 

Salary Summary does not reflect 2020 cost of living or other potential compensation adjustments.

Circuit Court Judges*

 

Register in Probate

 

Bailiff**

 

Law Clerks

 

Court 

Commissioners

 

Chief Deputy

Register in Probate

Deputy Reg. in Probate

Clerk/Typist II

Court Reporters

Clerk/Typist II

Presiding Judge*

 

Office Manager II

 

Judicial Assistants

 

* State Employees

** Call-in Basis
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CONTRACTED & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

Clerk of Courts Position FTE

Unit 

Rate

Budget 

Hours Cost

Clerk of Courts* 1.00   78,700       

Financial Operations Manager 1.00   28.53    2,096   59,799       

Chief Deputy Clerk Of Courts 1.00   28.13    2,096   58,960       

Court Coordinator 3.00   23.45    5,895   138,243    

Court Coordinator 1.00   22.89    1,965   44,980       

Deputy Juvenile Clerk 1.00   22.19    1,965   43,605       

Court Coordinator 1.00   22.03    1,965   43,290       

Court Coordinator 2.00   21.86    3,930   85,910       

Court Coordinator 1.00   21.44    1,965   42,130       

Accounting Technician 1.62   21.39    3,183   68,092       

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 2.00   20.88    3,930   82,058       

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 1.00   20.50    1,965   40,283       

Deputy Clerk I-A 1.00   20.30    1,965   39,890       

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 1.00   20.13    1,965   39,557       

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 1.80   19.70    3,537   69,679       

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 1.00   19.22    1,965   37,767       

Customer Service Clerk 3.00   18.95    5,895   111,714    

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 1.00   18.89    1,965   37,120       

Clerk/Typist II 1.00   18.09    1,965   35,548       

Clerk/Typist I 2.00   16.96    3,930   66,652       

Clerk/Typist II 1.00   16.96    1,965   33,326       

Clerk/Typist II 2.80   16.36    5,502   90,012       

Budgeted Overtime 2,980         

32.22 61,609 1,350,295 

Turnover Reduction Salary (98,555)      

Regular Earnings 1,251,740 

Fringe Benefits 623,373    

Turnover Reduction Fringe (45,499)      

Child Support Salaries Reimbursements (20,000)      

2020 Total Compensation 1,809,614 

*Elected official.

Salary Summary does not reflect 2020 cost of living or other potential compensation

adjustments.

Type of Service Provided

Circuit Courts

Mediation Services 55,000

Off-site Storage 3,000

58,000

Clerk of Courts

Off-site Storage 4,800

Paper Shredding 360

5,160

Family Court

Family Mediation Services 57,300

57,300

Annual Cost
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Account Description

 2018 Actual 

Amount 

 2019 6-

Month Actual 

Amount 

 2019 

Estimated 

Amount 

 2019 

Amended 

Budget 

 2020 

Executive 

 2020 

Adopted 

General property taxes 2,006,639   1,060,249     2,120,498    2,120,498     2,163,102     2,163,102      

State grant and aid revenue 723,564       362,218        718,464        718,464        718,464        718,464         

Charges and fees Probate 80,677         33,434          74,000          85,000          85,000           85,000            

Carryover -                5,795             5,795            5,795             -                  -                   

Intrafund Transfer In 48,002         -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Intrafund Transfer In HR 25,152         38,955          38,955          38,955          -                  -                   

2,884,034   1,500,651    2,957,712    2,968,712    2,966,566    2,966,566     

Regular earnings 1,076,267   552,580        1,279,500    1,294,922     1,289,989     1,289,989      

Paid leave earnings Vacation 91,760         34,909          -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Personal 19,264         11,964          -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Casual time used 15,851         7,731             -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Holiday 37,028         9,519             -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Other (funeral, jury 

    duty, etc)
4,008           1,742             -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Disability 4,397           2,129             -                 -                 -                  -                   

Premium Overtime 386               27                  250                632                632                632                 

Premium Comp time payout 438               35                  -                 -                 -                  -                   

Premium Casual time payout 7,223           547                -                 -                 -                  -                   

Salaries reimbursement Short term (4,397)          (2,129)           -                 -                 -                  -                   

Salaries reimbursement IV-D (106,609)      (53,873)         (116,000)      (116,000)       (116,000)       (116,000)        

Fringe benefits FICA 90,600         44,746          96,916          99,112          98,733           98,733            

Fringe benefits Unemployment comp 1,463           615                1,290            1,324             1,357             1,357              

Fringe benefits Health insurance 315,650       151,990        298,858        305,174        299,908        299,908         

Fringe benefits Dental Insurance 24,927         12,192          23,759          24,696          24,069           24,069            

Fringe benefits Life Insurance 1,525           797                1,435            1,249             1,436             1,436              

Fringe benefits LT disability insurance 4,656           2,328             4,744            4,770             4,873             4,873              

Fringe benefits ST disability insurance 6,528           3,263             6,526            6,690             6,830             6,830              

Fringe benefits Workers comp insurance 2,268           1,182             2,363            2,363             2,393             2,393              

Fringe benefits Retirement 80,742         39,388          82,465          83,533          81,389           81,389            

Supplies 39                 149                149                -                 -                  -                   

Supplies Office 13,286         4,227             12,000          15,900          14,770           14,770            

Supplies Postage 16,886         7,633             18,000          18,540          18,300           18,300            

Dues and memberships 3,628           3,204             3,754            3,754             3,770             3,770              

Repairs and maintenance Equipment 24,000         25,046          30,500          46,110          46,110           46,110            

Books, periodicals, subscription 34,608         11,609          23,250          20,900          25,724           25,724            

Travel and training 12,190         4,078             10,000          11,997          12,712           12,712            

Miscellaneous 247               25                  225                -                 50                   50                    

Equipment - nonoutlay -                -                 -                 -                 6,258             6,258              

Telephone 1,353           607                1,398            1,440             1,500             1,500              

Indirect cost 533,732       292,877        585,754        585,754        615,301        615,301         

Intra-county expense Technology Services 19,088         12,717          19,900          20,537          22,863           22,863            

Intra-county expense Insurance 19,036         12,446          24,891          24,891          30,528           30,528            

Intra-county expense Other departmental 2,921           2,061             4,128            4,128             4,416             4,416              

Intra-county expense Copy Center 1,399           678                1,241            1,800             1,525             1,525              

Intra-county expense Departmental copiers 5,480           3,096             6,193            6,193             6,192             6,192              

Intra-county expense Document Center 1,437           801                1,350            1,499             1,938             1,938              

Contracted services 2,195           680                2,200            2,500             3,000             3,000              

Professional services 55,000         27,500          55,000          55,000          55,000           55,000            

Paper service - legal 558               42                  400                500                500                500                 

Court reporter service 5,665           2,311             5,000            8,000             6,000             6,000              

Jurors 11,933         3,086             7,500            10,000          10,000           10,000            

Jurors Daily fee 83,456         22,688          65,000          79,500          73,000           73,000            

Jurors Mileage 27,620         7,488             18,500          24,000          24,000           24,000            

Fund: 100 - GF Circuit Courts

REVENUES

REVENUES TOTAL

EXPENSES

COURT SYSTEM 2020 BUDGET
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Account Description

 2018 Actual 

Amount 

 2019 6-

Month Actual 

Amount 

 2019 

Estimated 

Amount 

 2019 

Amended 

Budget 

 2020 

Executive 

 2020 

Adopted 

COURT SYSTEM 2020 BUDGET

Jurors Food 4,057           836                3,000            4,000             4,000             4,000              

Witness fees SPD 32                 112                250                250                250                250                 

Witness fees SPD - Travel 2                   -                 125                250                250                250                 

Expert Witness  SPD 20,100         3,498             12,000          19,009          19,000           19,000            

Transcripts 22,818         7,903             19,500          25,000          25,000           25,000            

Doctor Exams 253,068       152,007        285,000        233,000        239,000        239,000         

Outlay Equipment ($5,000+) 24,139         26,329          26,329          30,000          -                  -                   

Outlay Other ($5,000+) 16,924         5,650             5,650            5,795             -                  -                   

2,890,871   1,463,065    2,930,293    2,968,712    2,966,566    2,966,566     

2,884,034   1,500,651    2,957,712    2,968,712    2,966,566    2,966,566     

2,890,871   1,463,065    2,930,293    2,968,712    2,966,566    2,966,566     

(6,837)         37,586         27,419         -                -                -                 

General property taxes 757,191       426,706        853,412        853,412        949,752        949,752         

State grant and aid revenue 178,367       88,277          223,236        180,000        260,000        260,000         

State grant and aid revenue Interpreter 106,828       -                 75,316          70,000          75,316           75,316            

Licenses Occupational 360               120                340                400                400                400                 

County ordinance forfeitures 294,212       158,019        293,000        310,000        317,000        317,000         

Penal fines for civil fees 312,749       162,231        310,000        325,000        325,000        325,000         

Bail forfeitures 22,912         14,675          20,000          50,000          30,000           30,000            

Charges and fees Clerk of Court 154,709       103,106        160,000        154,334        165,000        165,000         

Charges and fees Court 263,848       141,476        260,000        250,000        265,000        265,000         

Charges and fees Attorney 138,818       94,314          154,000        140,000        185,000        185,000         

Charges and fees Guardian Ad Litem 322,265       195,296        335,000        323,242        355,000        355,000         

Interest 36,335         33,772          67,000          63,420          76,339           76,339            

Cash Over/Short (21)                -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Intrafund Transfer In HR 24,937         30,933          30,933          30,933          -                  -                   

2,613,510   1,448,925    2,782,237    2,750,741    3,003,807    3,003,807     

Regular earnings 1,053,613   562,823        1,340,489    1,340,489     1,347,315     1,347,315      

Regular earnings Budget only -                -                 -                 (99,597)         -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Vacation 81,593         30,896          -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Personal 18,371         10,408          -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Casual time used 16,631         11,874          -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Holiday 34,086         8,802             -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Other (funeral, jury 

   duty, etc)
1,086           1,716             -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Disability 1,550           -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Paid leave earnings Workers comp 96                 -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Premium Overtime 3,044           1,481             2,980            2,980             2,980             2,980              

Premium Comp time payout 2,470           104                -                 -                 -                  -                   

Premium Casual time payout 4,919           -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Regular earnings - turnover savings -                -                 -                 -                 (98,555)         (98,555)          

Salaries reimbursement Short term 

    disability
(1,550)          -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Salaries reimbursement IV-D (20,027)        (9,859)           (20,000)         (20,000)         (20,000)         (20,000)          

Fringe benefits FICA 87,729         44,954          102,778        102,778        103,301        103,301         

Fringe benefits Unemployment comp 1,324           581                1,301            1,301             1,334             1,334              

Fringe benefits Health insurance 334,056       172,058        341,484        341,484        384,425        384,425         

Fringe benefits Dental Insurance 26,068         13,478          28,247          28,247          29,856           29,856            

Fringe benefits Life Insurance 1,568           837                1,764            1,764             1,602             1,602              

Fringe benefits LT disability insurance 4,436           2,439             5,174            5,174             5,288             5,288              

Fringe benefits ST disability insurance 6,219           3,421             7,380            7,380             7,505             7,505              

NET TOTALS:     

EXPENSES TOTAL

REVENUE TOTALS:     

EXPENSE TOTALS:     

Fund: 100 - GF Clerk of Courts

REVENUES

REVENUES TOTAL

EXPENSES
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Account Description

 2018 Actual 

Amount 

 2019 6-

Month Actual 

Amount 

 2019 

Estimated 

Amount 

 2019 

Amended 

Budget 

 2020 

Executive 

 2020 

Adopted 

COURT SYSTEM 2020 BUDGET

Fringe benefits Workers comp insurance 1,563           789                1,578            1,578             1,618             1,618              

Fringe benefits Retirement 79,386         40,800          89,975          89,975          88,444           88,444            

Fringe benefits - turnover savings -                -                 -                 -                 (45,499)         (45,499)          

Fringe benefits - Budget only -                -                 -                 (44,457)         -                  -                   

Supplies 4,036           3,136             5,500            2,000             -                  -                   

Supplies Office 9,659           5,097             10,000          10,000          10,000           10,000            

Supplies Postage 39,251         17,419          38,000          34,500          38,000           38,000            

Printing 2,669           4,016             4,016            2,700             3,000             3,000              

Printing Forms 672               486                486                900                500                500                 

Dues and memberships 362               1,210             1,400            385                400                400                 

Repairs and maintenance Equipment 70                 -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Books, periodicals, subscription 80                 72                  120                229                3,920             3,920              

Travel and training 1,657           1,525             2,000            2,714             2,000             2,000              

Telephone 409               175                436                436                380                380                 

Intra-county expense Technology Services 8,957           6,011             9,650            9,650             10,917           10,917            

Intra-county expense Insurance 11,492         8,759             17,518          17,518          23,036           23,036            

Intra-county expense Copy Center 14,658         10,763          16,000          16,000          16,000           16,000            

Intra-county expense Departmental copiers 5,818           3,270             6,541            6,541             6,541             6,541              

Intra-county expense Document Center 17,651         15,627          29,237          29,237          37,339           37,339            

Contracted services 7,729           1,865             5,000            8,835             5,160             5,160              

Jurors 114               -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Interpreter services 118,429       3,555             128,000        110,000        120,000        120,000         

Attorney Fees 208,178       64,823          210,000        165,000        280,000        280,000         

Guardian Ad Litem Juvenile 82,575         18,983          80,000          80,000          82,000           82,000            

Guardian Ad Litem Probate 132,326       81,254          150,000        135,000        175,000        175,000         

Guardian Ad Litem Family & Paternity 305,314       99,614          360,000        360,000        380,000        380,000         

2,710,335   1,245,262    2,977,054    2,750,741    3,003,807    3,003,807     

2,613,510   1,448,925    2,782,237    2,750,741    3,003,807    3,003,807     

2,710,335   1,245,262    2,977,054    2,750,741    3,003,807    3,003,807     

(96,826)       203,662       (194,817)      -                -                -                 

Charges and fees Family court counseling 61,127         24,922          60,000          66,500          57,300           57,300            

61,127        24,922         60,000         66,500         57,300          57,300           

Rental Space 9,450           -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Telephone 2,080           -                 -                 -                 -                  -                   

Contracted services 51,260         27,930          -                 63,900          57,300           57,300            

62,790        27,930         -                63,900         57,300          57,300           

61,127        24,922         60,000         66,500         57,300          57,300           

62,790        27,930         -                63,900         57,300          57,300           

(1,663)         (3,008)          60,000         2,600            -                -                 

5,558,672   2,974,497    5,799,949    5,785,953    6,027,673    6,027,673     

5,663,997   2,736,257    5,907,347    5,783,353    6,027,673    6,027,673     

(105,325)     238,240       (107,398)      2,600            -                -                 

Fund: 160 - Family Court

REVENUES

REVENUES TOTAL

REVENUE TOTALS:     

EXPENSES TOTAL

EXPENSE TOTALS:     

NET TOTALS:     

REVENUE GRAND TOTALS:     

EXPENSE GRAND TOTALS:     

NET GRAND TOTALS:     

EXPENSES

EXPENSES TOTAL

REVENUE TOTALS:     

EXPENSE TOTALS:     

NET TOTALS:     
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