
Corporation Counsel 
David Hemery, Corporation Counsel 

(920) 448-4006

MISSION 

The mission of the Brown County 

Corporation Counsel is to advise 

and represent the county in all civil, 

administrative, and regulatory 

matters.  Additionally, Corporation 

Counsel represents the public in 

mental commitments, certain 

protective placement-guardianship 

matters, involuntary termination of 

parental rights, child neglect, and 

child abuse cases in juvenile court. 

Corporation Counsel furnishes 

three staff attorneys to the Child 

Support agency. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

In carrying out its responsibility to provide legal services regarding civil, 

administrative, and regulatory matters, the Corporation Counsel undertakes 

a number of activities.  It gives advice to county officials and drafts 

documents for them.  It represents the county in civil court - these civil 

actions include both state and federal court actions and state and federal 

administrative proceedings.  Corporation Counsel advises county officials 

and Human Resources on employment law matters, drafts and reviews a 

wide variety of contracts or other agreements for county officials, represents 

the public in mental health proceedings (including protective placements 

and guardianships), child abuse and neglect cases in juvenile court, and 

involuntary termination of parental rights cases and child support matters. 

Corporation Counsel reviews and may draft resolutions and ordinances. 

INITIATIVES 

Paperless Initiative – Corporation Counsel creates all new files in a web based case management system.  Other than 

documents that require signature, all other documents are created and retained digitally in the case management 

program.  The case management system allows multiple users access to files as well as reduces print and paper storage 

costs.  Continued use of the case management system as well as further reductions in print services costs are expected 

to continue in 2020. 

Streamlining of in rem Foreclosure Proceedings – All in rem foreclosures are filed with notice sent by mail service and 

publication on all parties in interest.  Eviction proceedings are initiated concurrently with all in rem foreclosures to 

shorten waiting periods and avoid duplicative court appearances. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

$

1,194 500

260,652 121,427

Total Revenues 261,846 121,927

425,604 437,218

265,945 224,374

Total Expenses 691,550 661,592

172,586 - 

2018

Actual

2019 

Estimated

2019

Amended

Budget

2020

Budget

Change from 2019

Amended Budget

%

Public Charges 500 500 - 0.00%

Other Financing Sources 121,427 - (121,427) -100.00%

121,927 500 (121,427) -99.59%

Personnel Costs 506,958 430,167 (7,051) -1.61%

-48.94%

539,665 539,665 544,242 4,577

Operating Expenses 239,609 114,575 (109,799)

0.85%

Net Total Activity (84,975) - 

746,567 544,742 (116,850) -17.66%

Property Taxes 602,290
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SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Other Financing Sources – Decrease is primarily attributed to a 2019 carryover for legal expenses as well as the 

transfer for 2019 wage increases. 

 Personnel Costs – Slight decrease in personnel expenses is due to minor changes in benefits as well as increased 

salary reimbursements. 

 Operating Expenses – Decrease in operating expenses mainly relates to carryover in 2019 for legal expenses. 

 

STAFFING SUMMARY 

 

 
 

 

Position FTE

Unit 

Rate

Budget 

Hours Cost

Corporation Counsel 1.00     60.89  2,096    127,625      

Deputy Corporation Counsel 1.00     38.69  2,096    81,094         

Assistant Corporation Counsel 1.00     38.65  2,096    81,010         

Lead Assistant Corporation Counsel 1.00     35.05  2,096    73,465         

Assistant Corporation Counsel 1.00     33.85  2,096    70,950         

Paralegal 2.00     21.31  4,192    89,332         

7.00     14,672 523,476      

Regular Earnings 523,476      

Fringe Benefits 165,519      

Termination of Parental Rights Reimbursement (258,828)     

2020 Total Compensation 430,167      

Salary Summary does not reflect 2020 cost of living or other potential compensation adjustments.
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(Child Support)*
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(Child Support)* 
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* Staff report to Child Support office, with the 

exception of legal and technical compliance.
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260



Corporation Counsel 

 

 

 PROPERTY TAX TRENDS STAFFING TRENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTRACTED & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

 
 

 

Type of Service Provided

Legal Services - Airport 90,000

Legal Services - Human Resources 50,000

Legal Services - Highway 41,500

Legal Services - PALS Revolving Loan 15,000

Legal Services - Corporation Counsel 29,300

Service of Process 1,491

Court Reporter Services 1,000

Shredding Services 510

Contra Legal Services - Airport (90,000)

Contra Legal Services - Human Resources (50,000)

Contra Legal Services - Highway (41,500)

Contra Legal Services - PALS Revolving Loan (15,000)

32,301

Annual Cost
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Account Description

 2018 Actual 

Amount 

 2019 6-

Month Actual 

Amount 

 2019 

Estimated 

Amount 

 2019 

Amended 

Budget 

 2020 

Executive 

 2020 

Adopted 

General property taxes 602,290       269,832        539,665          539,665       544,242      544,242      

Charges and fees Legal 1,194            152                500                  500               500              500              

Carryover -                109,529        109,529          109,529       -                -               

Intrafund Transfer In 250,000       -                 -                   -                -                -               

Intrafund Transfer In HR 10,652         11,898          11,898            11,898         -                -               

864,136      391,411       661,592         661,592      544,742      544,742     

Regular earnings 412,800       215,234        505,458          517,155       523,476      523,476      

Paid leave earnings Vacation 20,913         15,638          -                   -                -                -               

Paid leave earnings Personal 7,560            2,943            -                   -                -                -               

Paid leave earnings Casual time used 1,315            -                 -                   -                -                -               

Paid leave earnings Holiday 14,006         3,660            -                   -                -                -               

Paid leave earnings Disability 2,084            3,385            -                   -                -                -               

Premium Casual time payout 6,879            -                 -                   -                -                -               

Salaries reimbursement Short term disability (2,084)          (3,385)           -                   -                -                -               

Salaries reimbursement IV-E (194,489)      (88,564)         (172,925)         (251,249)      (258,828)     (258,828)     

Fringe benefits FICA 33,543         17,104          38,786            39,563         40,053         40,053        

Fringe benefits Unemployment comp 541               235                510                  534               549              549              

Fringe benefits Health insurance 79,833         39,037          83,652            83,652         78,072         78,072        

Fringe benefits Dental Insurance 6,859            3,343            7,225               7,225            6,685           6,685           

Fringe benefits Life Insurance 303               163                308                  308               314              314              

Fringe benefits LT disability insurance 1,636            862                1,994               1,994            2,052           2,052           

Fringe benefits ST disability insurance 2,294            1,208            2,795               2,795            2,878           2,878           

Fringe benefits Workers comp insurance 596               304                605                  608               628              628              

Fringe benefits Retirement 31,015         15,555          38,550            34,633         34,288         34,288        

Supplies 2,245            -                 -                   -                -                -               

Supplies Office 2,059            1,805            4,000               4,500            4,210           4,210           

Supplies Postage 2,352            564                1,500               2,000            2,000           2,000           

Copy expense 198               20                  85                    100               100              100              

Dues and memberships 2,500            3,184            3,715               3,175            2,885           2,885           

Advertising and public notice 1,675            1,144            2,000               3,000            3,000           3,000           

Books, periodicals, subscription 12,179         4,500            12,964            15,838         15,028         15,028        

Software/Licenses 17,803         2,020            2,020               -                3,192           3,192           

Travel and training 1,025            1,620            3,279               4,500            3,284           3,284           

Equipment - nonoutlay 8,368            -                 -                   -                -                -               

Telephone -                -                 -                   240               240              240              

Intra-county expense Technology Services 33,991         22,211          36,297            36,297         37,492         37,492        

Intra-county expense Insurance 2,197            1,736            3,472               3,472            4,630           4,630           

Intra-county expense Other departmental 143               20                  34                    -                -                -               

Intra-county expense Copy Center 176               24                  300                  500               300              300              

Intra-county expense Departmental copiers 2,755            1,602            3,203               3,203            3,203           3,203           

Intra-county expense Document Center 926               947                1,770               1,770            2,510           2,510           

Contracted services -                -                 -                   600               510              510              

Professional services 731               5,357            9,600               -                2,491           2,491           

Paper service - legal 826               -                 -                   1,500            -                -               

Court reporter service 375               -                 -                   1,000            -                -               

Legal services 109,250       77,546          160,000          297,400       225,800      225,800      

Legal services County sales tax 173,421       69,948          125,000          76,579         -                -               

Legal services Contra (109,250)      (63,010)         (129,830)         (231,500)      (196,500)     (196,500)     

Transcripts -                -                 200                  200               200              200              

691,550      357,958       746,567         661,592      544,742      544,742     

864,136      391,411       661,592         661,592      544,742      544,742     

691,550      357,958       746,567         661,592      544,742      544,742     

172,586      33,453         (84,975)          -               -               -              NET GRAND TOTALS:     

REVENUE GRAND TOTALS:     

EXPENSE GRAND TOTALS:     

EXPENSES TOTAL

EXPENSES

Fund: 100 - General Fund

REVENUES

REVENUES TOTAL

CORPORATION COUNSEL 2020 BUDGET

262




