
Court System 
Honorable Tammy Jo Hock - Presiding Judge 

(920) 448-4115

MISSION 

The mission of the Brown 

County Court System is to 

provide the public, attorneys 

and all litigants with 

courteous, proficient and 

professional judicial services. 

By coordinating the services 

of the Circuit Courts, Clerk of 

Courts, Court Commissioners 

and Register in Probate 

offices, we strive for effective 

and efficient operation of the 

judicial system.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

Wisconsin's 241 Circuit Courts are the state's trial courts.  Brown County operates 

eight circuit courts to hear and determine all civil, criminal, traffic, family, juvenile, 

mental health and probate actions and proceedings.  Circuit Court judges are state 

employees elected for six-year terms.  While judges and court reporters' salaries 

are state-funded, the county funds all other costs for operation of the Circuit Courts 

with partial aid from a state grant. 

The office of the Clerk of Circuit Court is a constitutional office providing support to 

the Circuit Courts in Brown County.  The office maintains the official court records, 

manages and coordinates the general business and financial operations of the 

courts, and provides in-court clerks for the courts.  The office generates revenue 

for the county and state by collecting fines, forfeitures, court costs and fees.  Staff 

duties include maintaining court files, indexing records, recording minutes and 

orders, maintaining the jury system, and communicating the courts’ actions to the 

public and various governmental agencies. 

The Circuit Court Commissioners assist the judiciary by handling criminal, traffic, 

small claims, juvenile and mental health hearings.  The Family Court Commissioner 

handles family court matters, including divorce, abuse injunctions and child 

support enforcement.  The commissioners speed the flow of cases through the 

courts and are frequently able to handle matters in a less formal manner, thus 

saving the public time and expense. 

The Register in Probate assists the judiciary and public by handling estates, 

guardianships, trusts and involuntary commitments.  Staff duties include: 

maintaining court files, reviewing all protective placements and guardianships 

annually, appointing temporary guardians, holding pre-trials and deciding cases, 

and advising the public and attorneys as to practices and procedures.

INITIATIVES 

Cross-Training – The Clerk of Courts office will focus on training new staff and cross training of existing staff.  Cross 

training will enable staff will be better equipped to perform a variety of tasks. 

Installation of a Digital Audio Recording Unit – A digital audio recorder (DAR) unit will be installed in all 11 hearing rooms 

which will serve as a back-up to the two County court reporters, and the eight State official court reporters.  The DAR 

unit will serve as a safety net in the absence of a court reporter or if a future vacancy occurs and the County is unable 

to fill the position due to a limited pool of qualified applicants. 
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Court System 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS 

• Intergovernmental Revenue – Increase is based on projected amount from Director of State Courts Information

Bulletin 22-04 related to Payments for Circuit Court Costs, Guardian ad litem and interpreter fees.

• Public Charges – Increase in fees collected in Register in Probate based on 2021 Actual and 2022 projected.  Clerk

of Court and State Debt Collections (SDC) collections are also up based on 2021 actuals and 2022 estimates.

• Miscellaneous Revenue – Decrease based on actuals.

• Personnel Costs – Decrease can be attributed to a change in fringe calculations and a decrease in worker's

compensation insurance.

• Operating Expenses – Attorney fees are up significantly due to the State Public Defender (SPD) office being unable

to appoint Public Defenders for defendants who qualify.  Repairs and Maintenance are higher as are doctor exams

for Register in Probate.

COURT CASELOADS 

CRIMINAL TRAFFIC 

$

1,071,583  1,064,415   

Public Charges 1,968,804  1,942,620   

21,237        5,000 

51,211        66,556        

Total Revenues 3,112,835  3,078,591   

3,596,469  3,604,791   

2,620,713  2,507,142   

Total Expenses 6,217,183  6,111,933   

31,796 - 

6,100,576     55,199 0.91%

-2.88%

Net Total Activity - - 

Property Taxes 3,136,144  3,033,342   3,033,342   2,945,844     (87,498)

6,045,377   

3,587,976     (21,442) -0.59%

Operating Expenses 2,435,959   2,512,600     76,641 3.15%

Personnel Costs 3,609,418   

0.00%

3,012,035   3,154,732     142,697 4.74%

2021

Actual

2022 

Adopted 

Budget

Other Financing Sources - 

2022

Amended

Budget

2023

Budget

Change from 2022

Adopted Budget

%

Intergov. Revenue 1,064,415   1,074,678     10,263 0.96%

- - 

Miscellaneous Revenue

1,942,620   2,077,554     134,934 6.95%

5,000 2,500 (2,500) -50.00%
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JUVENILE

CHIPS Delinquency Other Juvenile

Circuit Courts Position FTE

Unit 

Rate

Budget 

Hours Cost

Court Commissioner 1.00    46.33  2,080    96,366        

Court Commissioner 1.00    42.91  2,080    89,253        

Court Commissioner 2.00    41.29  4,160    171,766     

Register In Probate 1.00    36.68  2,080    76,294        

Chief Deputy Register In Probate 1.00    26.04  2,080    54,163        

Office Manager II 1.00    26.03  2,080    54,142        

Judicial Assistant 5.00    25.37  10,400 263,850     

Judicial Assistant 1.00    24.87  2,080    51,730        

Judicial Assistant 3.00    24.82  6,240    154,878     

Law Clerk 2.00    26.31  4,160    109,450     

Deputy Juvenile Clerk 1.00    23.53  1,950    45,885        

Deputy Register In Probate 1.00    22.95  1,950    44,754        

Court Reporter 1.00    21.66  2,080    45,053        

Court Reporter 1.00    21.30  2,080    44,304        

Deputy Clerk 1.00    21.10  1,950    41,145        

Clerk/Typist II 1.00    19.59  1,950    38,202        

Clerk/Typist II 0.50    19.18  975       18,701        

Clerk/Typist II 1.00    16.88  1,950    32,916        

LTE-Bailiff 1.94    13.00  4,040    52,458        

Budgeted Overtime 632             

27.44 56,365 1,485,942 

Regular earnings 1,485,942  

Fringe Benefits 509,801     

Child Support Salaries Reimbursements (116,000)    

2023 Total Compensation 1,879,743 

Salary Summary does not reflect 2023 cost of living or other potential

compensation adjustments.
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Circuit Court Judges*

 

Register in Probate

 

Bailiff**

 

Law Clerks

 

Court 

Commissioners

 

Chief Deputy 

Register in Probate

Deputy Reg. in Probate

Clerk/Typist II

Court Reporters

Clerk/Typist II

Presiding Judge*

 

Office Manager II

 

Judicial Assistants

 

* State Employees

** Call-in Basis

Clerk/Typist II
Deputy Juvenile Clerk

Deputy Clerk

Clerk of Courts Position FTE

Unit 

Rate

 Budget 

Hours Cost

Clerk of Courts* 1.00      83,620        

Financial Operations Manager 1.00      32.23   2,080    67,038        

Chief Deputy Clerk Of Courts 1.00      30.83   2,080    64,126        

Court Coordinator 3.00      25.50   5,850    149,175      

Court Coordinator 3.00      24.58   5,850    143,793      

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 1.00      23.00   1,950    44,850        

Accounting Technician 1.42      23.68   2,769    65,570        

Court Coordinator 1.00      23.65   1,950    46,119        

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 1.00      23.00   1,950    44,850        

Court Coordinator 2.00      23.65   3,900    92,238        

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 0.80      23.00   1,560    35,880        

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 2.00      21.10   3,900    82,290        

Customer Service Clerk 3.00      21.09   5,850    123,381      

Deputy Clerk of Courts I 3.00      20.00   5,850    117,000      

Clerk/Typist II 1.00      19.18   1,950    37,401        

Clerk/Typist II 2.00      18.60   3,900    72,540        

Clerk/Typist II 1.80      18.00   3,510    63,180        

Budgeted Overtime 2,980          

29.02   54,899 1,336,031  

*Elected official

Turnover Reduction Salary (56,058)       

Regular Earnings 1,279,973  

Fringe Benefits 471,221      

Turnover Reduction Fringe (22,961)       

Child Support Salaries Reimbursements (20,000)       

2023 Total Compensation 1,708,233  

Salary Summary does not reflect 2023 cost of living or other potential compensation

adjustments.
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CONTRACTED & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

 

Type of Service Provided

Circuit Courts

Mediation Services 58,898

Off-site Storage 3,900

Paper Shredding 760

63,558

Clerk of Courts

Off-site Storage 5,000

Cleaning Service 4,500

Advanced Search Service 1,850

Paper Shredding 125

11,475

Family Court

Family Mediation Services 61,500

61,500

Annual Cost

Clerk of Courts

 

Chief Deputy

Clerk of Courts
Financial Operations 

Manager

 

Court 

Coordinators

 

Deputy Clerk I-AClerk/Typist I

 

Deputy Clerk of 

Courts I

 

Accounting 

Technicians

 

Clerk/Typists II

 

Customer Service

Clerks
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Account Description

 2021 

Actual 

Amount 

 2022 6-

Month Actual 

Amount 

 2022 

Adopted 

Budget 

 2022 

Amended 

Budget 

 2023

Executive 

Budget 

 2023 

Adopted 

Budget 

General property taxes 2,351,691  1,169,907     2,339,815    2,339,815  2,329,189   2,329,189     

Federal grant revenue 2,734          - - - - - 

State grant and aid revenue 730,512      368,171        736,171        736,171      736,171      736,171         

Charges and fees Probate 93,603        46,776          85,000          85,000        90,000         90,000 

Carryover 6,258          - - - - - 

Transfer in - - - 66,556        - - 

Intrafund Transfer In HR 22,210        - - - - - 

3,207,008  1,584,855    3,160,986    3,227,542  3,155,360  3,155,360    

Regular earnings 1,226,329  616,259        1,446,572    1,446,572  1,478,638   1,478,638     

Paid leave earnings Vacation 97,649        31,022          - - - - 

Paid leave earnings Personal 20,756        11,485          - - - - 

Paid leave earnings Casual time used 14,315        7,842 - - - - 

Paid leave earnings Holiday 47,517        5,413 - - - - 

Paid leave earnings Other (funeral, jury 

    duty, etc)
676 127 - - - - 

Paid leave earnings Disability 7,037          3,848 - - - - 

Paid leave earnings Workers comp - 9,248 - - - - 

Premium Overtime 567 85 632 632 632 632 

Premium Comp time payout 2,574          513 - - - - 

Premium Casual time payout 13,948        - - - - - 

Salaries reimbursement Short term disability (7,338)         (2,488) - - - - 

Fringe benefits FICA 103,253      48,594          110,709        110,709      113,164      113,164         

Fringe benefits Unemployment comp 1,419          668 1,517 1,517          1,550 1,550 

Fringe benefits Health insurance 322,384      159,610        307,000        307,000      283,133      283,133         

Fringe benefits Dental Insurance 24,580        13,176          23,981          23,981        - - 

Fringe benefits Life Insurance 1,855          1,068 1,147 1,147          1,773 1,773 

Fringe benefits LT disability insurance 5,326          2,778 5,508 5,508          5,631 5,631 

Fringe benefits ST disability insurance 7,467          3,896 7,721 7,721          7,914 7,914 

Fringe benefits Workers comp insurance 2,561          869 1,737 1,737          1,775 1,775 

Fringe benefits Retirement 93,822        43,056          94,131          94,131        92,729         92,729 

Fringe benefits - Budget only - - - - (266) (266) 

Salaries reimbursement IV-D (100,703)     (49,906)         (116,000)      (116,000)     (116,000)     (116,000) 

Supplies Office 12,373        5,799 16,200          20,700        19,200         19,200 

Supplies Postage 17,902        6,706 25,800          23,767        18,300         18,300 

Dues and memberships 3,959          4,585 4,810 4,810          5,102 5,102 

Repairs and maintenance Equipment 19,812        2,475 19,415          19,415        28,463         28,463 

Books, periodicals, subscription 24,086        11,547          28,391          28,391        27,136         27,136 

Travel and training 2,997          797 6,972 6,972          4,264 4,264 

Travel and training Mileage - - - - 450 450 

Equipment - nonoutlay 2,734          - - 64,089        - - 

Telephone 1,165          554 1,041 1,041          1,242 1,242 

Indirect cost 622,039      301,296        602,593        602,593      584,788      584,788         

Intra-county expense Information 21,555        14,960          24,432          24,432        26,935         26,935 

Intra-county expense Insurance 35,116        22,026          44,052          44,052        46,556         46,556 

Intra-county expense Other departmental 4,416          2,208 4,416 4,416          4,416 4,416 

Intra-county expense Copy center 357 773 950 950 950 950 

Intra-county expense Departmental copiers 6,192          3,096 6,192 6,192          6,192 6,192 

Intra-county expense Document center 1,460          1,042 2,353 2,353          2,353 2,353 

Contracted services 3,088          1,086 3,000 3,000          4,660 4,660 

Professional services 55,000        27,500          59,256          59,256        58,898         58,898 

Paper service - legal 185 75 300 300 250 250 

Court reporter service 11,009        4,097 7,050 7,050          10,045         10,045 

Fund: 100 - GF Circuit Courts

REVENUES

REVENUES TOTAL

EXPENSES

COURT SYSTEM 2023 BUDGET

74



Account Description

 2021 

Actual 

Amount 

 2022 6-

Month Actual 

Amount 

 2022 

Adopted 

Budget 

 2022 

Amended 

Budget 

 2023

Executive 

Budget 

 2023 

Adopted 

Budget 

COURT SYSTEM 2023 BUDGET

Jurors 14,289        6,473             17,929          17,929        16,250         16,250           

Jurors Daily fee 77,712        42,128          72,000          72,000        72,620         72,620           

Jurors Mileage 23,683        12,886          24,979          24,979        27,537         27,537           

Jurors Food 5,598          1,909             8,500            8,500          6,880           6,880             

Witness fees SPD -               16                  100                100              100              100                 

Witness fees SPD - Travel -               4                     100                100              100              100                 

Expert Witness SPD 15,025        3,500             19,000          19,000        19,000         19,000           

Transcripts 15,430        7,170             22,500          22,500        20,000         20,000           

Doctor Exams 288,259      130,746        254,000        254,000      272,000      272,000         

3,171,433  1,522,617    3,160,986    3,227,542  3,155,360  3,155,360    

3,207,008  1,584,855    3,160,986    3,227,542  3,155,360  3,155,360    

3,171,433  1,522,617    3,160,986    3,227,542  3,155,360  3,155,360    

35,575       62,238         -                -              -               -                 

General property taxes 784,453      346,764        693,527        693,527      616,655      616,655         

State grant and aid revenue 272,991      136,627        273,254        273,254      276,847      276,847         

State grant and aid revenue Interpreter 65,346        -                 54,990          54,990        61,660         61,660           

Licenses Occupational 320              -                 320                320              320              320                 

County ordinance forfeitures 271,822      129,052        290,000        290,000      280,000      280,000         

Penal fines for civil fees 351,552      185,950        330,000        330,000      363,000      363,000         

Bail forfeitures 145,635      111,780        80,000          80,000        145,734      145,734         

Charges and fees Clerk of court 256,466      144,413        262,000        262,000      283,000      283,000         

Charges and fees Court 240,225      125,640        247,000        247,000      259,000      259,000         

Charges and fees Attorney 172,061      105,638        220,000        220,000      220,000      220,000         

Charges and fees Guardian Ad Litem 383,038      195,283        370,000        370,000      375,000      375,000         

Miscellaneous 4,685          -                 -                 -               -                -                  

Cash Over/Short 87                -                 -                 -               -                -                  

Intra-county charge 12,198        13,686          -                 -               -                -                  

Interest 4,267          1,285             5,000            5,000          2,500           2,500             

Intrafund Transfer In HR 22,743        -                 -                 -               -                -                  

2,987,888  1,496,116    2,826,091    2,826,091  2,883,716  2,883,716    

Regular earnings 1,042,776  542,561        1,258,360    1,253,733  1,333,051   1,333,051     

Paid leave earnings Vacation 80,616        28,363          -                 -               -                -                  

Paid leave earnings Personal 17,555        10,168          -                 -               -                -                  

Paid leave earnings Casual time used 14,093        7,954             -                 -               -                -                  

Paid leave earnings Holiday 38,215        4,339             -                 -               -                -                  

Paid leave earnings Other (funeral, jury 

    duty, etc)
861              -                 -                 -               -                -                  

Paid leave earnings Disability 7,180          2,518             -                 -               -                -                  

Premium Overtime 6,193          2,655             2,980            2,980          2,980           2,980             

Premium Comp time payout 5,914          104                -                 -               -                -                  

Premium Casual time payout 5,670          408                -                 -               -                -                  

Regular earnings Budget only -               -                 8,942            8,942          -                -                  

Regular earnings - turnover savings -               -                 (65,000)         (65,000)       (56,058)        (56,058)          

Salaries reimbursement Short term disability (7,180)         (2,518)           -                 -               -                -                  

Fringe benefits - turnover savings -               -                 (26,650)         (26,650)       (22,961)        (22,961)          

Fringe benefits FICA 86,411        42,242          96,490          96,490        102,208      102,208         

Fringe benefits Unemployment comp 1,104          541                1,237            1,237          1,310           1,310             

Fringe benefits Health insurance 313,712      156,430        337,165        337,165      265,152      265,152         

Fringe benefits Dental Insurance 25,413        13,112          27,310          27,310        -                -                  

NET TOTALS:     

EXPENSES TOTAL

REVENUE TOTALS:     

EXPENSE TOTALS:     

Fund: 100 - GF Clerk of Courts

REVENUES

REVENUES TOTAL

EXPENSES
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Account Description

 2021 

Actual 

Amount 

 2022 6-

Month Actual 

Amount 

 2022 

Adopted 

Budget 

 2022 

Amended 

Budget 

 2023

Executive 

Budget 

 2023 

Adopted 

Budget 

COURT SYSTEM 2023 BUDGET

Fringe benefits Life Insurance 1,498          948                1,437            1,437          1,676           1,676             

Fringe benefits LT disability insurance 4,118          2,242             5,006            5,006          5,260           5,260             

Fringe benefits ST disability insurance 5,773          3,142             7,149            7,149          7,413           7,413             

Fringe benefits Workers comp insurance 1,497          756                1,511            1,511          1,599           1,599             

Fringe benefits Retirement 79,594        38,510          85,137          85,137        86,843         86,843           

Fringe benefits - Budget only -               -                 3,689            3,689          (240)             (240)               

Salaries reimbursement IV-D (20,537)       (10,269)         (20,000)         (20,000)       (20,000)        (20,000)          

Supplies Office 10,595        11,020          12,500          17,127        14,500         14,500           

Supplies Postage 42,049        19,571          41,000          41,000        36,600         36,600           

Printing 3,859          3,838             6,500            6,500          6,750           6,750             

Printing Forms 800              -                 1,500            1,500          1,500           1,500             

Dues and memberships 1,170          975                1,750            1,750          1,750           1,750             

Books, periodicals, subscription 202              -                 1,500            1,500          1,500           1,500             

Travel and training 1,200          984                2,500            2,500          2,500           2,500             

Insurance Bond 175              175                175                175              175              175                 

Telephone 252              106                300                300              305              305                 

Intra-county expense Information 

Technology
9,770          5,716             10,545          10,545        10,612         10,612           

Intra-county expense Insurance 25,538        13,272          26,545          26,545        26,890         26,890           

Intra-county expense Copy center 9,970          7,721             15,000          15,000        14,913         14,913           

Intra-county expense Departmental copiers 6,541          3,271             6,541            6,541          6,541           6,541             

Intra-county expense Document center 28,560        15,310          34,472          34,472        34,472         34,472           

Contracted services 9,616          3,897             6,900            6,900          11,475         11,475           

Interpreter services 209,754      86,289          155,100        155,100      160,000      160,000         

Attorney Fees 234,032      138,577        200,000        200,000      270,000      270,000         

Guardian Ad Litem Juvenile 117,207      27,409          88,500          88,500        80,000         80,000           

Guardian Ad Litem Probate 186,933      73,924          187,500        187,500      185,000      185,000         

Guardian Ad Litem Family & Paternity 379,189      121,026        302,500        302,500      310,000      310,000         

2,987,888  1,377,285    2,826,091    2,826,091  2,883,716  2,883,716    

2,987,888  1,496,116    2,826,091    2,826,091  2,883,716  2,883,716    

2,987,888  1,377,285    2,826,091    2,826,091  2,883,716  2,883,716    

-              118,831       -                -              -               -                 

Charges and fees Family court counseling 54,083        26,545          58,300          58,300        61,500         61,500           

54,083       26,545         58,300         58,300       61,500        61,500          

Contracted services 57,862        29,228          58,300          58,300        61,500         61,500           

57,862       29,228         58,300         58,300       61,500        61,500          

54,083       26,545         58,300         58,300       61,500        61,500          

57,862       29,228         58,300         58,300       61,500        61,500          

(3,779)        (2,683)          -                -              -               -                 

6,248,979  3,107,516    6,045,377    6,111,933  6,100,576  6,100,576    

6,217,183  2,929,130    6,045,377    6,111,933  6,100,576  6,100,576    

31,796       178,386       -                -              -               -                 

Fund: 160 - Family Court

REVENUES

REVENUES TOTAL

EXPENSES TOTAL

REVENUE TOTALS:     

EXPENSE TOTALS:     

NET TOTALS:     

REVENUE GRAND TOTALS:     

EXPENSE GRAND TOTALS:     

NET GRAND TOTALS:     

EXPENSES

EXPENSES TOTAL

REVENUE TOTALS:     

EXPENSE TOTALS:     

NET TOTALS:     
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