
Corporation Counsel 
David Hemery, Corporation Counsel 

(920) 448-4006

MISSION 

The mission of the Brown County 

Corporation Counsel is to advise 

and represent the county in all civil, 

administrative, and regulatory 

matters.  Additionally, Corporation 

Counsel represents the public in 

mental commitments, certain 

protective placement-guardianship 

matters, involuntary termination of 

parental rights, child neglect, and 

child abuse cases in juvenile court. 

Corporation Counsel furnishes 

three staff attorneys to the Child 

Support agency. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

In carrying out its responsibility to provide legal services regarding civil, 

administrative, and regulatory matters, the Corporation Counsel undertakes 

a number of activities.  It gives advice to county officials and drafts 

documents for them.  It represents the county in civil court - these civil 

actions include both state and federal court actions and state and federal 

administrative proceedings.  Corporation Counsel advises county officials 

and Human Resources on employment law matters, drafts and reviews a 

wide variety of contracts or other agreements for county officials, represents 

the public in mental health proceedings (including protective placements 

and guardianships), child abuse and neglect cases in juvenile court, and 

involuntary termination of parental rights cases and child support matters. 

Corporation Counsel reviews and may draft resolutions and ordinances. 

INITIATIVES 

Medical Examiner Services – Corporation Counsel’s office will assist with expanding the provision of Medical Examiner 

Services in NE Wisconsin through negotiating and contracting. 

Port Services – In 2025, the department will assist with expanding Port Services through negotiating and contracting. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS 

• Personnel Costs – The increase in personnel costs in 2025 is due to cost-of-living adjustments and benefit

selections.

• Operating Expenses – The decrease in Operating Expenses is the net result of adjustment of expenditures based

on actuals and a decrease in intra-county chargebacks from IT.

$

337 - 

10,622       - 

Total Revenues 10,959       - 

496,105    518,997      

131,650    113,909      

Total Expenses 627,754    632,906      

(24,111)     - 

Change from 2024

Amended Budget

%

2023

Actual

2024 

Estimated

2024

Amended

Budget

2025

Budget

Public Charges - - - 0.00%

Other Financing Sources - - - 0.00%

- - - 0.00%

Personnel Costs 518,997       539,752    20,755         4.00%

-12.99%(14,797)99,112       84,115         Operating Expenses

0.94%

Property Taxes 592,684    

Net Total Activity 29,794         - 

603,112       638,864    5,958

632,906       632,906      638,864    5,958 0.94%
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STAFFING SUMMARY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Position FTE

Unit

Rate

Budget

Hours Cost

Corporation Counsel 1.00   68.84  2,088    143,738      

Deputy Corporation Counsel 1.00   44.65  2,088    93,229        

Lead Asst Corporation Counsel 1.00   41.92  2,088    87,529        

Assistant Corporation Counsel 2.00   40.37  4,176    168,586      

Paralegal 2.00   25.01  4,176    104,442      

7.00  14,616 597,524      

Regular Earnings 597,524      

Fringe Benefits 213,144      

Termination of Parental Rights Reimbursement (270,916)     

2025 Total Compensation 539,752      

Salary Summary does not reflect 2025 cost of living or other potential compensation

adjustments.
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PROPERTY TAX TRENDS
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Lead Assistant 

Corporation Counsel

(Child Support)*

Assistant

Corporation Counsels 

(Child Support)* 

Assistant

Corporation Counsel

(Human Services)

* Staff report to Child Support office, with the 

exception of legal and technical compliance.

Lead Assistant 

Corporation Counsel

(Human Services)

Paralegal

 

Assistant

Corporation 

Counsel
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CONTRACTED & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

 

Type of Service Provided

Legal Services - Airport 70,000

Legal Services - Corporation Counsel 25,418

Legal Services - Port & South Landfill 25,000

Legal Services - Human Resources 30,000

Shredding Service 1,480

Service of Process 500

Contra Legal Services - Human Resources (30,000)

Contra Legal Services - Port & South Landfill (25,000)

Contra Legal Services - Airport (70,000)

27,398

Annual Cost
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Account Description

 2023 
Actual 

Amount 

 2024 6-
Month Actual 

Amount 

 2024 
Estimated 

Amount 

 2024 
Amended 

Budget 

 2025
Executive 

Budget 

 2025 
Adopted 
Budget 

General property taxes 592,684      316,453         632,906      632,906       638,864       638,864       
Charges and fees Legal 337 - - - - - 
Intrafund Transfer In HR 10,622        - - - - - 

603,643     316,453        632,906     632,906       638,864       638,864       

Regular earnings 467,330      262,519         579,480      579,480       597,524       597,524       
Paid leave earnings Vacation 27,721        12,683            - - - - 
Paid leave earnings Personal 8,188           5,234 - - - - 
Paid leave earnings Casual time used 297 - - - - - 
Paid leave earnings Holiday 16,107        4,557 - - - - 
Paid leave earnings Other (funeral, jury 
    duty, etc)

846 - - - - - 

Premium Overtime 629 1,669 - - - - 
Premium Casual time payout 9,281           - - - - - 
Salaries reimbursement IV-E (215,734)     (149,614)        (264,020)     (264,020)      (270,916)      (270,916)      
Fringe benefits FICA 37,857        20,640            44,329        44,329          45,710          45,710          
Fringe benefits Unemployment comp 520 283 608 608 629 629 
Fringe benefits Health insurance 101,061      56,710            112,403      112,403       118,623       118,623       
Fringe benefits Life Insurance 705 368 702 702 710 710 
Fringe benefits LT disability insurance 1,969           1,064 2,269           2,269            2,351            2,351            
Fringe benefits ST disability insurance 2,760           1,492 3,184           3,184            3,296            3,296            
Fringe benefits Workers comp insurance 527 292 638 638 596 596 
Fringe benefits Retirement 36,041        19,780            39,404        39,404          41,229          41,229          
Supplies - 225 225 - 500 500 
Supplies Office 1,801           651 1,500           1,500            1,500 1,500            
Supplies Postage 638 264 500 500 500 500 
Copy expense 285 - 250 250 250 250 
Dues and memberships 2,846           2,916 2,916 2,885            2,916            2,916            
Maintenance agreement Software - - 1,172 1,172            1,606            1,606            
Advertising and public notice 4,228           1,587 3,000 3,000            2,500            2,500            
Books, periodicals, subscriptions 6,710           3,437 8,739 8,739            4,208            4,208            
Software/Licenses 3,387           3,455 3,321 3,321            7,930            7,930            
Travel and training 3,981           695 2,000 2,000            2,000            2,000            
Travel and training Mileage 666 354 500 500 500 500 
Telephone cell 548 310 600 650 600 600 
Intra-county expense Information Technology 45,255        26,328            43,788        43,788          33,588          33,588          
Intra-county expense Insurance 5,645           3,249 6,498           6,498            6,290            6,290            
Intra-county expense Copy center 137 19 300 300 150 150 
Intra-county expense Departmental copiers 3,203           1,275 2,549           2,549            2,549            2,549            
Intra-county expense Document center 1,925           822 2,557           2,557            1,527            1,527            
Professional services 2,379           774 1,000           1,000            1,980            1,980            
Paper service - legal 1,271           501 1,200           1,200            1,300            1,300            
Court reporter service 253 68 1,000           1,000            800 800 
Legal services 163,130      37,029            - 190,000 150,418       150,418       
Legal services Contra (116,638)     (49,503)          - (160,000) (125,000)      (125,000)      
Transcripts - - 500 500               500 500 

627,754     272,133        603,112     632,906       638,864       638,864       

603,643     316,453        632,906     632,906       638,864       638,864       
627,754     272,133        603,112     632,906       638,864       638,864       
(24,111)      44,320           29,794        - - - 

CORPORATION COUNSEL 2025 BUDGET

Fund: 100 - General Fund
REVENUES

REVENUES TOTAL

NET GRAND TOTALS:     

REVENUE GRAND TOTALS:     
EXPENSE GRAND TOTALS:     

EXPENSES TOTAL

EXPENSES
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