MISSION

The mission of the Brown
County Court System is to
provide the public, attorneys
and all litigants  with
courteous, proficient and
professional judicial services.
By coordinating the services
of the Circuit Courts, Clerk of
Courts, Court Commissioners
and Register in Probate
offices, we strive for effective
and efficient operation of the
judicial system.

Court System

Honorable Tammy Jo Hock - Presiding Judge
(920) 448-4115

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Wisconsin's 241 Circuit Courts are the state's trial courts. Brown County operates
eight circuit courts to hear and determine all civil, criminal, traffic, family, juvenile,
mental health and probate actions and proceedings. Circuit Court judges are state
employees elected for six-year terms. While judges and court reporters' salaries
are state-funded, the county funds all other costs for operation of the Circuit Courts
with partial aid from a state grant.

The office of the Clerk of Circuit Court is a constitutional office providing support to
the Circuit Courts in Brown County. The office maintains the official court records,
manages and coordinates the general business and financial operations of the
courts, and provides in-court clerks for the courts. The office generates revenue
for the county and state by collecting fines, forfeitures, court costs and fees. Staff
duties include maintaining court files, indexing records, recording minutes and

orders, maintaining the jury system, and communicating the courts’ actions to the
public and various governmental agencies.

The Circuit Court Commissioners assist the judiciary by handling criminal, traffic, small claims, juvenile and mental
health hearings. The Family Court Commissioner handles family court matters, including divorce, abuse injunctions
and child support enforcement. The commissioners speed the flow of cases through the courts and are frequently able
to handle matters in a less formal manner, thus saving the public time and expense.

The Office of the Register in Probate provides assistance to the circuit courts, attorneys and the general public by
facilitating the administration of estates, trusts, guardianships, protective placements, and mental health
commitments. General duties include the management of all applicable court files, preservation of the original Last
Will and Testaments, administration of all uncontested probate matters, collection and review of annual guardianship
accountings and reports, facilitation of all annual review of protective placement including holding summary hearings
for all uncontested cases, meetings with the general public to provide forms and procedural guidance, collection of fees
as authorized by statute, and the provision of clerking services during all applicable judicial hearings. Through the
judicial grant of commissioner powers, the Register in Probate also hears temporary guardianship requests, emergency
protective placement hearings, and determines probable cause for mental health commitments.

The Clerk of Juvenile Court, housed within the Office of the Register in Probate, coordinates the judicial and
administrative functions for all juvenile case-types, including juvenile delinquencies, children/juveniles in need of
protective services, minor guardianships, termination of parental rights and adoptions. General duties include opening,
closing and maintaining all applicable case files, maintaining the confidentiality of all files, assisting the general public
with forms and procedural guidance, and the provision of clerking services during all applicable judicial hearings.
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https://www.browncountywi.gov/departments/circuit-court/general-information/

Court System

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Intergov. Revenue

Public Charges

Miscellaneous Revenue

Other Financing Sources
Total Revenues

Personnel Costs
Operating Expenses
Total Expenses

Property Taxes

Net Total Activity

SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS

2024 Change from 2024
2023 2024 Amended 2025 Amended Budget
Actual Estimated Budget Budget $ %
1,081,392 1,101,041 1,107,259 1,117,179 9,920 0.90%
1,868,635 2,068,320 2,037,220 2,117,320 80,100 3.93%
334,428 302,868 65,000 95,000 30,000 46.15%
223,553 39,494 105,687 - (105,687) -100.00%
3,508,007 3,511,723 3,315,166 3,329,499 14,333 0.43%
3,697,688 3,835,133 3,788,733 3,986,153 197,420 5.21%
2,831,917 2,775,240 2,703,926 2,722,403 18,477 0.68%
6,529,605 6,610,373 6,492,659 6,708,556 215,897 3.33%
2,945,844 3,177,492 3,177,493 3,379,057 201,564 6.34%
(75,754) 78,842 - -

e Intergovernmental Revenue - Increase in Intergovernmental Revenue is due to grant funding from the state per
information bulletin 24-06.

e Public Charges - Increase in Public Charges is due to the new policy to seek reimbursement for Guardian Ad Litem
(GAL) and Independent Medical Examination (IME) fees in guardianship matters for those who exceed the standard
threshold as well as an increase in GAL rates.

e Miscellaneous Revenue - The increase in Miscellaneous Revenue is the result of a change in how passthrough
activity for Title IV is recorded. It was previously in Public Charges, but now falls under Miscellaneous Revenue.

e Other Financing Sources - Decrease is due to the completion of one-time projects with ARPA funds.

e Personnel Costs - Increase is due to the standard cost of living adjustment and an increase in FTE’s and unit rates
for a variety of positions.

e Operating Expenses - The increase in Operating Expenses is the result of proposed rate changes to GAL rates.
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Court System
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STAFFING SUMMARY
Unit Budget
Circuit Courts Position FTE Rate Hours Cost
Court Commissioner 2.00 51.84 4,176 216,484
Court Commissioner 2.00 48.88 4,176 204,122
Reg In Prob/Juvenile Clerk of Ct 1.00 39.10 2,088 81,641
Law Clerk 1.00 32.87 2,088 68,633
Law Clerk 1.00 28.05 2,088 58,568
Chief Deputy Register In Probate 1.00 27.76 2,088 57,963
Office Manager Il 1.00 27.75 2,088 57,942
Judicial Assistant 5.00 27.50 10,440 287,100
Commissioner Assistant 1.00 27.04 2,088 56,460
Judicial Assistant 3.00 27.04 6,264 169,380
Court Coordinator 1.00 26.21 1,958 51,307
Deputy Register In Probate 1.00 25.55 1,958 50,015
Court Coordinator 1.00 25.21 1,958 49,350
Court Reporter 1.00 23.09 2,088 48,212
Court Reporter 1.00 22.71 2,088 47,418
Clerk/Typist Il 1.00 19.19 1,958 37,566
Clerk/Typist Il 1.00 17.98 1,958 35,196
LTE-Bailiff 1.94 13.00 4,040 52,458
Budgeted Overtime 632
26.94 55,588 1,630,447
Regular earnings 1,630,447
Fringe Benefits 566,997
Child Support Salaries Reimbursements (116,000)
2025 Total Compensation 2,081,444

Salary Summary does not reflect 2025 cost of living or other potential

compensation adjustments.
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Court System

Presiding Judge*

Office Manager ||

Circuit Court Judges*

—

Law Clerks

Commissioner

Bailiff**

Register in Probate/
Clerk of Juvenile Court

Court
Commissioners

Judicial
Assistants Assistant I I
Chief Deputy Register Court Reporters
in Probate Clerk/Typist Il
I
|
o Guaanaors | (O7 e | | cenmmiss
Unit Budget

Clerk of Courts Position FTE Rate Hours Cost
Clerk of Courts* 1.00 87,596
Court Interpreter LTE 1.00 45.00 2,200 99,216
Financial Operations Manager 1.00 34.36 2,088 71,744
Chief Deputy Clerk Of Courts 1.00 32.86 2,088 68,612
Court Coordinator 2.00 27.69 3,915 108,408
Court Coordinator 1.00 27.19 1,958 53,226
Court Coordinator 3.00 26.21 5,873 153,921
Court Coordinator 3.00 25.21 5,873 148,050
Deputy Clerk of Courts | 1.00 25.02 1,958 48,977
Deputy Clerk of Courts | 1.80 2452 3,518 86,249
Accounting Technician 1.42 23.86 2,769 66,069
Deputy Clerk of Courts | 2.00 2249 3,915 88,050
Customer Service Clerk 3.00 2248 5,873 132,015
Clerk/Typist Il 1.00 21.45 1,958 41,990
Deputy Clerk of Courts | 3.00 21.32 5,873 125,202
Clerk/Typist Il 2.00 19.83 3,915 77,638
Clerk/Typist Il 1.00 19.19 1,958 37,566
Budgeted Overtime 2,980
29.22 55,728 1,497,509

*Elected official

Turnover Reduction Salary (56,058)
Regular Earnings 1,441,451
Fringe Benefits 506,219
Turnover Reduction Fringe (22,961)
Child Support Salaries Reimbursements (20,000)
2025 Total Compensation 1,904,709

Salary Summary does not reflect 2025 cost of living or other potential compensation

adjustments.
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Clerk of Courts

Chief Deputy Court Interpreter Financial Operations
Clerk of Courts LTE Manager
[
Court Deputy Clerks of | | Customer Service . Accounting
Coordinators eptégurt:rl 50 Clerks Clerk/Typists Il Technicians
CONTRACTED & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Type of Service Provided Annual Cost
Circuit Courts
Mediation Services 59,400
Paper Shredding 216
59,616
Clerk of Courts
Cleaning Service 5,500
Advanced Search Service 2,000
Paper Shredding 200
7,700
Family Court
Family Mediation Services 62,000
62,000
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COURT SYSTEM 2025 BUDGET

2023 2024 6- 2024 2024 2025 2025
Actual Month Actual Estimated Amended Executive Adopted
Account Description Amount Amount Amount Budget Budget Budget
Fund: 100 - GF Circuit Courts
REVENUES
General property taxes 2,329,189 1,276,844 2,553,686 2,553,687 2,572,989 2,572,989
State grant and aid revenue 753,693 380,170 772,340 777,862 776,916 776,916
Charges and fees Probate 111,098 50,606 106,000 104,000 105,012 105,012
Transfer in 218,084 - - - - -
Transfer in Loss Revenue Projects - 41,993 39,494 105,687 - -
REVENUES TOTAL 3,412,063 1,749,612 3,471,520 3,541,236 3,454,917 3,454,917
EXPENSES
Regular earnings 1,324,892 712,655 1,400,445 1,636,029 1,629,815 1,629,815
Paid leave earnings Vacation 104,406 25,502 105,000 - - -
Paid leave earnings Personal 22,156 14,051 22,500 - - -
Paid leave earnings Casual time used 15,345 7,212 16,000 - - -
Paid leave earnings Holiday 43,810 11,634 45,925 - - -
Paid leave earnings Other (funeral, jury 2,803 1,829 3,255 i i i
duty, etc)
Paid leave earnings Disability 4,079 - - - - -
Premium Overtime 477 394 1,200 632 632 632
Premium Comp time payout 1,045 616 1,200 - - -
Premium Casual time payout 11,319 499 12,050 - - -
Salaries reimbursement Short term (4,079) - - - - -
Salaries reimbursement IV-D (97,112) (60,916) (116,000) (116,000) (116,000) (116,000)
Fringe benefits FICA 111,262 56,283 120,399 120,399 124,733 124,733
Fringe benefits Unemployment comp 1,524 774 1,652 1,652 1,711 1,711
Fringe benefits Health insurance 277,534 145,240 295,103 295,103 313,271 313,271
Fringe benefits Life Insurance 1,822 904 1,632 1,632 1,861 1,861
Fringe benefits LT disability insurance 5,211 2,799 5,960 5,960 6,207 6,207
Fringe benefits ST disability insurance 7,306 3,924 8,357 8,357 8,705 8,705
Fringe benefits Workers comp insurance 1,532 789 1,732 1,732 1,625 1,625
Fringe benefits Retirement 97,890 50,636 103,454 103,454 108,884 108,884
Training and education 249 - - - - -
Supplies (0) - - - - -
Supplies Office 14,463 6,549 14,000 15,000 14,548 14,548
Supplies Technology 28 - - - - -
Supplies Postage 13,933 6,487 10,900 16,600 14,700 14,700
Dues and memberships 5,480 3,997 4,460 6,033 5,408 5,408
Repairs and maintenance Equipment 16,154 2,388 5,350 44,273 8,150 8,150
Books, periodicals, subscriptions 19,677 8,296 11,686 12,457 12,195 12,195
Travel and training 364 216 2,725 3,930 3,466 3,466
Travel and training Mileage 396 157 450 600 1,642 1,642
Equipment - nonoutlay 181,461 31,857 31,856 42,865 - -
Telephone 6,671 540 1,268 1,268 1,309 1,309
Indirect cost 584,788 378,273 756,547 756,547 687,096 687,096
Intra-county expense Information 25,994 8,771 14,846 14,846 68,612 68,612
Intra-county expense Insurance 46,556 27,405 54,811 54,811 56,779 56,779
Intra-county expense Other departmental 4,416 2,208 5,760 5,760 5,760 5,760
Intra-county expense Copy center 1,386 996 1,350 950 1,350 1,350
Intra-county expense Departmental 6,192 2,464 4,928 4,928 4,928 4,928
Intra-county expense Document center 1,792 766 1,306 2,379 1,422 1,422
Contracted services 7,285 2,735 2,736 7,800 216 216
Professional services 59,475 28,325 56,649 60,312 59,400 59,400
Paper service - legal 135 - 110 225 140 140
Court reporter service 9,452 2,794 9,500 9,840 9,840 9,840
Jurors 15,975 11,494 22,988 15,662 17,500 17,500
Jurors Daily fee 95,250 56,176 98,000 74,000 79,000 79,000
Jurors Mileage 29,792 16,746 31,000 29,000 32,000 32,000
Jurors Food 3,811 2,584 5,500 5,500 5,500 5,500
Witness fees SPD 16 - - 100 - -
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COURT SYSTEM 2025 BUDGET

2023 2024 6- 2024 2024 2025 2025
Actual Month Actual Estimated Amended Executive Adopted
Account Description Amount Amount Amount Budget Budget Budget
Witness fees SPD - Travel 6 - - 100 - -
Expert Witness SPD - - - 18,000 5,000 5,000
Transcripts 18,590 9,507 16,500 16,500 16,500 16,500
Doctor Exams 254,290 149,996 277,000 262,000 261,012 261,012
EXPENSES TOTAL 3,357,301 1,736,550 3,472,090 3,541,236 3,454,917 3,454,917
REVENUE TOTALS: 3,412,063 1,749,612 3,471,520 3,541,236 3,454,917 3,454,917
EXPENSE TOTALS: 3,357,301 1,736,550 3,472,090 3,541,236 3,454,917 3,454,917
NET TOTALS: 54,762 13,063 (570) - - -
Fund: 100 - GF Clerk of Courts
REVENUES
General property taxes 616,655 311,903 623,806 623,806 806,068 806,068
State grant and aid revenue 276,444 138,021 287,604 276,041 299,166 299,166
State grant and aid revenue Interpreter 51,255 23,579 41,097 53,356 41,097 41,097
Licenses Occupational 280 - 320 320 320 320
County ordinance forfeitures 193,753 102,285 205,000 240,000 240,000 240,000
Penal fines for civil fees 340,951 178,864 360,000 370,000 370,000 370,000
Bail forfeitures 180,498 187,297 200,000 150,900 157,000 157,000
Charges and fees Clerk of court 226,457 143,745 290,000 290,000 290,000 290,000
Charges and fees Court 245,835 133,798 260,000 260,000 260,000 260,000
Charges and fees Attorney 177,621 127,813 230,000 195,000 205,000 205,000
Charges and fees Guardian Ad Litem 336,861 184,757 365,000 365,000 427,988 427,988
Intra-county charge 23,090 27,868 27,868 - 30,000 30,000
Miscellaneous 10 - - - - -
Interest 311,328 167,476 275,000 65,000 65,000 65,000
Cash Over/Short 1 - - - - -
Intrafund Transfer In HR 5,469 - - - - -
REVENUES TOTAL 2,986,506 1,727,406 3,165,695 2,889,423 3,191,639 3,191,639
EXPENSES
Regular earnings 1,152,379 586,704 1,356,285 1,356,285 1,494,529 1,494,529
Paid leave earnings Vacation 80,690 24,693 - - - -
Paid leave earnings Personal 20,286 13,302 - - - -
Paid leave earnings Casual time used 16,897 11,257 - - - -
Paid leave earnings Holiday 35,977 9,298 . - - -
Paid leave earnings Other (funeral, jury 2,249 2,222 - - - -
duty, etc)
Paid leave earnings Disability 2,279 2,145 - - - -
Premium Overtime 8,016 1,592 1,592 2,980 2,980 2,980
Premium Comp time payout 3,641 88 - - - -
Premium Casual time payout 4,779 - - - - -
Regular earnings - turnover savings - - - (56,058) (56,058) (56,058)
Salaries reimbursement Short term (2,279) (2,145) (2,145) - - -
Salaries reimbursement IV-D (13,928) (7,544) (20,000) (20,000) (20,000) (20,000)
Fringe benefits FICA 95,103 46,209 103,982 103,982 114,565 114,565
Fringe benefits Unemployment comp 1,223 591 1,339 1,339 1,479 1,479
Fringe benefits Health insurance 254,168 127,171 255,797 255,797 277,587 277,587
Fringe benefits Life Insurance 1,662 721 1,666 1,666 1,420 1,420
Fringe benefits LT disability insurance 4,503 2,414 5,325 5,325 5,491 5,491
Fringe benefits ST disability insurance 6,314 3,385 7,500 7,500 7,701 7,701
Fringe benefits Workers comp insurance 1,333 660 1,499 1,499 1,497 1,497
Fringe benefits Retirement 89,176 44,448 92,429 92,429 96,479 96,479
Fringe benefits - turnover savings - - - (22,961) (22,961) (22,961)
Supplies - 160 160 - - -
Supplies Office 16,773 11,131 18,500 16,500 17,500 17,500
Supplies Postage 42,137 22,821 45,000 37,000 40,000 40,000
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COURT SYSTEM 2025 BUDGET

2023 2024 6- 2024 2024 2025 2025
Actual Month Actual Estimated Amended Executive Adopted
Account Description Amount Amount Amount Budget Budget Budget
Printing 9,848 6,817 7,000 7,000 7,000 7,000
Printing Forms 58 - - 1,500 - -
Dues and memberships 175 330 750 1,750 500 500
Maintenance agreement Software - - - - 315 315
Books, periodicals, subscription - - - 1,500 - -
Travel and training 865 - - 2,500 2,500 2,500
Travel and training Mileage 369 - - - - -
Miscellaneous - 6 - - - -
Insurance Bond 235 30 30 250 - -
Telephone 238 110 312 312 341 341
Intra-county expense Information 10,247 6,309 12,000 10,612 39,222 39,222
Technology
Intra-county expense Insurance 26,890 13,445 26,890 26,890 30,741 30,741
Intra-county expense Copy center 20,458 7,915 14,931 14,913 15,000 15,000
Intra-county expense Departmental 6,541 3,270 6,541 6,541 6,541 6,541
copiers
Intra-county expense Document center 26,205 11,071 25,000 34,472 20,570 20,570
Contracted services 12,804 2,113 7,900 7,900 7,700 7,700
Interpreter services 198,938 103,688 225,000 175,000 204,000 204,000
Attorney Fees 372,326 166,005 350,000 300,000 315,000 315,000
Guardian Ad Litem Juvenile 111,704 49,686 125,000 75,000 100,000 100,000
Guardian Ad Litem Probate 138,372 64,854 145,000 165,000 170,000 170,000
Guardian Ad Litem Family & Paternity 352,765 114,966 265,000 275,000 310,000 310,000
EXPENSES TOTAL 3,112,414 1,451,936 3,080,283 2,889,423 3,191,639 3,191,639
REVENUE TOTALS: 2,986,506 1,727,406 3,165,695 2,889,423 3,191,639 3,191,639
EXPENSE TOTALS: 3,112,414 1,451,936 3,080,283 2,889,423 3,191,639 3,191,639
NET TOTALS: (125,908) 275,470 85,412 - - -
Fund: 160 - Family Court
REVENUES
Charges and fees Family court 55,283 26,080 52,000 62,000 62,000 62,000
counseling
REVENUES TOTAL 55,283 26,080 52,000 62,000 62,000 62,000
EXPENSES
Contracted services 59,890 29,825 58,000 62,000 62,000 62,000
EXPENSES TOTAL 59,890 29,825 58,000 62,000 62,000 62,000
REVENUE TOTALS: 55,283 26,080 52,000 62,000 62,000 62,000
EXPENSE TOTALS: 59,890 29,825 58,000 62,000 62,000 62,000
NET TOTALS: (4,607) (3,745) (6,000) - - -
REVENUE GRAND TOTALS: 6,453,851 3,503,099 6,689,215 6,492,659 6,708,556 6,708,556
EXPENSE GRAND TOTALS: 6,529,605 3,218,311 6,610,373 6,492,659 6,708,556 6,708,556
NET GRAND TOTALS: (75,754) 284,788 78,842 - - -
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