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July 13, 2020 Schools and COVID-19 Meeting Questions 
 
Questions Related to Exclusion from School 

• How do we decipher between "normal health room visits" vs potential COVID cases?  Many of 
the COVID symptoms are the same as what students typically come to health rooms for. 

o Public Health Perspective 
 If they meet the symptom criteria, I would consider the visit to be a potential 

COVID visit and treat as such 
• Would recommend full PPE for these visits (mask, eye protection, gown, 

gloves) 
 Even for other visits (injuries, etc.) a mask and gloves are still a good idea 

o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Precautions should be taken in all visits, similar to what is done regionally within 
the hospital systems 

• If a staff member or student has a cold, no fever, do we exclude from school? 
o Public Health Perspective 

 If they meet the symptom criteria for COVID-19, they should be excluded from 
school 

 Realize that we are going to be sending more kids home, but we need to be 
cautious because symptoms of COVID-19 tend to be milder in children and can 
be mistaken for a cold or allergies. 

• Testing and provider visits are going to be essential to getting these kids 
back to school. 

o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 The return to school may fall into the hands of primary care and COVID testing, 
but we can look on a larger scale and review if CDC will provide any guidance on 
this component 

• Triage and screening of suspect COVID-19 students will not be straightforward for schools. The 
11 or so wide range of symptoms listed by the CDC are what we see students for multiple times 
throughout the day. Can the medical providers and public health please share their thoughts on 
the 2 symptoms approach employed by our neighboring state to screen out possible suspect 
cases? 

o Public Health Perspective 
 Our guidance does employ a 2-symptom approach, with the new onset of cough 

and shortness of breath being the only symptoms that can be used to exclude 
someone with only one symptom 

o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 This one is tough, and still think ultimately needs some clinical impression 
• Ex. We know who the tarty and truant children are, and if they 

learn some subjective symptoms are able to exclude them 
from school, this could quickly become problematic 

• So the sibling of the close contact will be excluded for 14 days from the close 
contact is symptom free? 
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o Public Health Perspective 
 No, the sibling of a positive case would be excluded for 14 days after the 

positive individual is released from isolation 
 Siblings of close contacts would not need to stay home, unless they were also a 

close contact to a positive case 
o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Currently agree with public health, but this may also change as the year 
progresses 

• We cannot exclude the umbrella that this may also address influenza 
cases 

• If one student has symptoms and is awaiting testing what happens to the siblings? 
o Public Health Perspective 
o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Restrictions of the tested individual should be considered parallel for the others 
• This may cause a stir, but if we don’t consider early isolation from 

suspect cases, we may be chasing our tails 
 

Questions Related to Returning to School 
• How do we handle the families that feel a COVID test is not warranted? Can they come 

back to school 72 hours after they are symptom free? 
o Public Health Perspective 

 If they decline to go in for a medical evaluation- No.  Currently, we are 
recommending a full isolation period (at least 10 days, 3 days fever-free 
and no symptoms) 

• There is not a consistent way to differentiate between the flu, a 
cold, and COVID-19 without testing or a medical evaluation 

 If they go in for a medical evaluation- Depends.  If the provider gives an 
alternate diagnosis, then return date would be determined based on 
the providers guidance and the Childhood Communicable Disease Chart 

o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Agrees with public health 
• Should we require physician notes to return to school? What if the note does not follow 

the guidelines? 
o Public Health Perspective 

 Would recommend some sort of documentation (lab result, physician 
note) before allowing back into school 

 Not sure that this can be dictated by public health, this probably needs 
to be determined by the school/district 

o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Agrees with public health perspective 
• I believe the district must make the decision on 

requirements to return. 
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• Are we requiring all students to contact their healthcare provider to be released to go 
back to school?  This might inundate health care provider offices if we are requiring 
physician releases for each student who has illness symptoms. 

o Public Health Perspective 
 No, families have a couple options.  

• They can be seen by a provider.  Return to school would be 
based on the provider’s diagnosis and/or testing. 

• They can have their child tested, either at an office or drive thru 
test site.  If they have a negative result they can return to school 
(if they aren’t a close contact) 

• They can choose to keep their child at home for the full 10 days 
after symptom onset and at least 3 days symptom free.  

o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Agrees with public health 
 
Questions Related to Information Sharing with Public Health 

• Are school nurses going to be expected to help with contact tracing within the schools 
o Yes.  School nurses have more access to teachers and class schedules, so you are going 

to be very valuable in identifying close contacts 
o As of right now, BCPH will be responsible for contacting them via phone and providing 

education 
• Will the Health Department be asking for data from the schools?   Will they be contacting us of 

positive cases? 
o Yes.  We will be looking for the data collected in the Google Form daily and if you have a 

positive case in school, we will likely be asking for the contact tracing form 
o Yes, we will notify the school of a positive case, like we would do with chickenpox, 

pertussis, etc. 

• Will school nurses be alerted if a family is advised to quarantine? 
o Yes.  If they are a student or staff member, the appropriate school will be notified of 

their need to quarantine 
• Can we share contact information for close contacts from a HIPAA/FERPA standpoint? 

o Public Health Perspective 
 Yes, it is covered as part of a communicable disease investigation 
 FERPA does allow disclosure during “health or safety emergencies” to 

appropriate parties, including Public Health 
• https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/fi

le/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Question
s.pdf 

o School Nurse Perspective 
 
Questions Related to the School Illness Surveillance System 

• If a student is out 10 days with COVID is that student entered each day they are 
absent? 

o Yes, they should be marked everyday they are absent 

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
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• The school health survey many of us use do not have parents report symptoms when a child is 
ill. Our systems do not track those symptoms, should we be changing this? 

o Public Health Perspective 
 We would greatly appreciate if you are able to collect this information. 
 Filling out the Surveillance data gives public health a daily overview of the 

health of the schools in our district.  This is very helpful in  
o School Nurse Perspective 

 
Questions Related to a Universal Release of Information Form 

• Is there a way to have a universal HIPAA form for all the health care systems? It may be difficult 
to get multiple individual health care systems’ forms. 

• What do we do with signed forms? 
• Would this form only be required for those getting tested? 
• Will Bellin and Aurora also be adding that on to ask parents if test results can be shared with the 

schools? 
 
Questions Related to PPE 

• Could public health offer N95 fit testing for school nurses? 
o Not at this time 
o Recommend reaching out to your occupational health provider, they should be able to 

assist with fit testing 
• Messages are mixed regarding N95 respirators versus medical mask for suspect COVID-19 

screening in the school health office.  Can the physicians and public health please share their 
opinions about what should be used. 

o Public Health Perspective 
 If using an N95 very important to be fit tested to get the best possible 

protection 
• N95s are recommended for aerosolizing procedures like nebulizer 

treatments or suctioning 
 If using a facemask, want to make sure you are using a fluid resistant surgical 

mask (cloth masks won’t count as PPE) and eye protection 
 Guidance 

• NASN: 
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-
4ed7-833f-
215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/03182020_NASN_Facemask_Co
nsiderations_for_Healthcare_Professionals_in_Schools.pdf 

• DPI: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/PPE_Consideration
s_for_Schools_docx.pdf 

• CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html 

o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/03182020_NASN_Facemask_Considerations_for_Healthcare_Professionals_in_Schools.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/03182020_NASN_Facemask_Considerations_for_Healthcare_Professionals_in_Schools.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/03182020_NASN_Facemask_Considerations_for_Healthcare_Professionals_in_Schools.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/UploadedImages/PDFs/03182020_NASN_Facemask_Considerations_for_Healthcare_Professionals_in_Schools.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/PPE_Considerations_for_Schools_docx.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/PPE_Considerations_for_Schools_docx.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
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 If N95s are available for suspected cases this is best, but integrity of mask and 
cross contamination need to be followed closely to avoid an inadvertent 
exposure. 

• How do we manage gowns? Can we leave a cuffed, neck to knee, cloth gown in the health 
isolation room to be used multiple times by the same staff member? Can you please advise. The 
cost & availability of disposable gowns for school use is a concern. 

o Public Health Perspective 
o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Obvious right answer is new patient/student, new gown (Realize this is a tough 
one with resource management) 

• If not everyone who has symptoms is COVID positive, we risk cross 
contaminating “clean” individuals 

o Proper glove exchange makes the risk somewhat lower 
• PPE is catching up, this may have to be revisited as school starts and see 

if the recommendation of one gown per student can be maintained 
o Once that cannot be done, then maybe switch to a dedicated 

gown per staff person per day 
• What are your PPE recommendations for staff working with direct contact with students with 

special needs that are unable to control their secretions, as these children will not be masked? 
o Public Health Perspective 
o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Mask, face shield and a dedicated gown 
• Where would you be able to get a supply of N95s? 

o Public Health Perspective 
o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Have not explored options yet 
• What do you advise in the management of students with trachs that are uncapped that require 

intermittent suctioning? 
o Public Health Perspective 

 For intermittent suctioning: N95 mask, eye protection (goggles, face shield), 
gown, and gloves 

o School Nurse Perspective 
o Medical Perspective 

 Aerosolization precautions 
 
Questions Related to School Closures 

• What will be the criteria to close a classroom or school? (How many + COVID tests?) 
o Public Health Perspective 

 Can’t give a straight number of cases.  This will need to be 
determined on a case by case basis in collaboration with public 
health 
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 Factors that go into decision: types of interactions in classroom, whether 
students from different classes interacted with students from other 
classes/grades, if teachers would be close contacts, etc. 

o School Nurse Perspective 
• What are the number of illnesses needed to close a school 

o Public Health Perspective 
 Can’t give a straight number or cases or percentage.  This is will need to be 

determined on a case by case basis in collaboration with public health 
 Factors that go into decision: number of student and staff ill, interactions 

between classes/grades, number of close contacts 
o School Nurse Perspective 

• Will public health tell us when to move to stay at home learning? 
o These decisions will be made on a case by case basis in collaboration with the school.  

Each case is going to be different, can’t give exact thresholds at this point 
 
Miscellaneous Questions 

• Will public health be offering any additional flu or childhood vaccination clinics that school 
nurses can promote? Is it possible to put some dates on the calendar so that we can get that 
information out to families? 

• Would Brown County still be doing vision and hearing testing? 
o BCPH is currently working on our plan for fall and we will share more information as 

soon as it is available. 
• Can the secretary training be taped in case all are not available to attend? 
• Will presentations be shared? 

o Documents should have been shared in the same email that you received this document 
 


