
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – FAQs 

I). Q: Who owns and maintains the new Southbridge Connector? 

A: Southbridge connector will be a county road (EB west of Interstate 41 and GV east of 
Interstate 41). Right-of-way will be owned by Brown County. 

A: By state statute and municipal agreement, Brown County Highway Department will 
maintain the roadway portions of the project (basically, from back of curb to back of curb 
and including the center median and bridge structures). 

A: Local municipal partners (De Pere, Ledgeview, Lawrence) will be responsible for non-
roadway and ancillaries located within their jurisdictional area namely; sidewalk, terrace 
and green space beyond the back of curb, street lighting, stormwater structures and piping, 
etcetera. 

II). Q: Who are the parties of the Southbridge Connector and their roles? 

A: Brown County Highway Department is responsible for completing the Southbridge 
Connector project. Southbridge is designated as CTH EB west of Interstate 41 and CTH GV 
east of Interstate 41. The Brown County Highway Commissioner is in charge of the Highway 
Department per Wis. Stat. §83.015(2)(b). 

A: City of De Pere, Town of Ledgeview, and Town of Lawrence are local partners with Brown 
County for the completion of the Southbridge Connector for segments that run within the 
area of their jurisdiction. Brown County has a contract agreement with each of the local 
governments for delivery and responsibility of the roadway and the project. Decisions 
impacting each of the parties are made cooperatively within the guidance and evolution of 
the project documents. For decisions or issues of conflict between the parties, Brown 
County has final determination. 

A: Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) is responsible for the Interstate 41 
interchange connection to the Southbridge Connector. From the approximate location of 
each frontage road (Mid Valley Road on west and French Road on east), WisDOT has full 
responsibility for project construction and delivery. 

A: WisDOT and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are individually and jointly providing 
funding for significant portions of the Southbridge Connector project. With the use of those 
funds, Brown County follows WisDOT and FHWA policies on design, construction, and 
delivery of the project segments. WisDOT and FHWA have project oversight and guidance 
duties to assure that the project follows the requirements of the funding source(s). Design, 
construction, and project delivery follow the WisDOT process. 

  



A: Project decisions about project details and alternatives are a progression of design and 
investigation alternatives. Decisions are ultimately made by the Brown County Highway 
Department in close consultation and coordination with WisDOT, FHWA, and local 
municipalities. Approvals from WisDOT, FHWA, state and federal resource agencies are 
obtained when required. 

A: Decisions about project details and alternatives are based on design standards for the 
classification and volume of traffic along the corridor, and take into consideration public 
input. Several public meetings and hearings have been held to date. More information about 
past meetings and future planned public meetings can be found on the project website; see 
question (IV) on where to find it. 

A: If you have questions, comments, or concerns about decisions made, contact the Brown 
County Highway Department as described in question (III) below. 

III). Q: How do I submit questions or comments about the project? 

A: Questions or comments can be submitted to the Brown County Highway Department. 
Forms are available on-line https://www.browncountywi.gov/i/f/files/Public-
Works/SBC%20Comment%20Sheet.pdf. Alternatively, they can be obtained by contacting 
the Highway Department by telephone at (920) 662-2160. Forms can be mailed to Brown 
County Highway Department at 2198 Glendale Avenue, Green Bay, WI 54303 or emailed to 
Chris.Hardy@browncountywi.gov. 

IV). Q: How do I find more information or clarifications related to the project? 

A: Project information can be found on the Brown County Highway website 
www.browncountywi.gov/departments/highway/general-information/south-bridge-
connector; then navigate through the various links to the individual project segments. 

A: Clarifications or more information about the project can be obtained by submitting a 
question or comment on the comment form. See question (III), above for more information. 

A: Documents and the project record is kept by the Brown County Highway Department. 

V). Q: Why is the speed limit being set at 40 mph? 

A: The 40 mph posted speed limit matches the posted speed along County GV from County 
X to north of County G in Ledgeview. 

A: The 40 mph posted speed limit meets design criteria for a four lane divided urban arterial 
with limited access along the corridor. 

A: The 40 mph posted speed limit is supported by the local municipalities along the corridor, 
and has been approved by the Brown County Highway Department, the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation (WisDOT), and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
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A: If more detailed information is desired, please request a copy of the SBC Proposed Speed 
Limit and Proposed Roadway Typical Section Memo from the project files. 

VI). Q: Why aren’t noise barriers being proposed along my property? 

A: Noise barriers have been considered within each of the segments of the project. Noise 
barrier determinations are completed and evaluated in accordance with Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation policy. A brochure with more information on that process 
can be found at https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/eng-consultants/cnslt-
rsrces/environment/noisebarrierbrochure.pdf.  

A: In accordance with WisDOT policy, noise barriers are considered for impacted receptors. 
Noise barrier analysis reports that have been completed, can be found on the Brown 
County Highway Southbridge Connector website 
www.browncountywi.gov/departments/highway/general-information/south-bridge-
connector; then navigate to the specific project segment that you are searching for. 

A: In order to be constructed, a barrier must be feasible, reasonable, and likely to be 
incorporated. There are several impacted receptors along the corridor, some in each 
segment have been investigated. A barrier analysis was completed at these locations. 
Barriers were found to be feasible but not reasonable and are therefore not proposed. 
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