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Brown County Highways 
& 

All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV) and Utility Terrain Vehicles (UTV) 
 
Introduction 
 
Wis. Stat. s. 23.33 allows all-terrain vehicles 
(ATVs) and utility terrain vehicles (UTVs) 
to operate on county highways in certain cases, 
which are detailed in items 1-3 below.  For the 
remainder of this document, ATVs and UTVs will 
be labeled collectively as ATVs. 
 
1 - ATV route designation on county highways 
 
In general, and with very rare exception, Brown 
County Public Works does not allow designated 
ATV routes on county highways.  ATV Operation 
on a county highway is allowed only if Brown 
County Public Works approves the route, or as 
otherwise allowed by Wis. Statutes.  Brown 
County Public Works discussed allowing ATV’s on County Highways with the Traffic Safety 
Commission on January 14, 2020.  The recommendation of the Committee was that in general 
ATV’s should not be allowed on County Highways in Brown County.  If there was a short length 
of highway where ATV’s were allowed, it should be clearly marked for law enforcement.  
Specific route requests should be sent to Brown County Public Works and will be reviewed by 
both Brown County Public Works and the Traffic Safety Commission. 
 
2 - ATV operation on county highways with speed limits of 35 mph or less within 
municipal boundaries 
 
A town, village or city may enact an ordinance under Wis. Stat. s. 23.33(11)(am)4. to authorize 
the operation of ATVs on a highway that has a speed limit of 35 mph or less and is located 
within the territorial boundaries of the town, village or city.  In this case, ATV operation on a 
county highway is not subject to Brown County Public Works approval. 
 
Much of the county highway system operates with speed limits above 35 mph, and these higher 
speed roads remain off-limits to ATV use without approval from Brown County Public Works. 
Speed limits on any road are set after careful consideration to enhance safety and facilitate 
traffic flow for the traveling public, and are typically not based on a specific type of vehicle.  
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3- ATV route designation over state highway bridges 1,000' in length or less 
 
Under Wis. Stat. ss. 23.33(4)(d)3.b. and 11(am)3., ATVs may be authorized to operate on the 
roadway or shoulder of a highway to cross a bridge 1,000 feet or less in length that is located 
within the territorial boundaries of a county, city, village or town, regardless of the maintaining 
jurisdiction over the highway, only if a county and a city, village or town both enact ordinances 
that apply to the bridge.  In this case, ATV operation on a county highway bridge is not subject 
to Brown County Public Works approval. 
 
Under the law, ATVs must exit the highway as quickly and safely as practicable after crossing 
the bridge.  Brown County Public Works defines this as the first available road on either side of 
the bridge that is not a dead end, or an ATV trail on public right-of-way that is established after 
crossing the bridge, in which ATVs may operate.  A bridge is any structure (bridge, box culvert, 
etc.) over a navigable waterway. 
 
ATV Safety 
 
Brown County Public Works encourages the safe use of ATV’s.  The Wisconsin DNR publishes 
additional resources on ATV safety and registration. 
 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/atv/ 
 
Almost all ATV’s come with the warning sticker as shown below.  Please note the warnings as 
highlighted with a yellow square as they pertain to operation on a paved highway: 
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