PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

2198 GLENDALE AVENUE
GREEN BAY, WI 54303
PHONE (920) 492-4925 FAX (920) 434-4576
EMAIL: bc_highway@co.brown.wi.us

FROM:

Paul Fontecchio, P.E.

DATE:

April 4, 2018

RE:

Utility Memo

PAUL A. FONTECCHIO, P.E.
DIRECTOR

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 86.16, the Department has authority to approve, condition, or deny a
utility’s application to locate within county highway right-of-way. After review of the applicable
legal principals with the assistance of outside counsel, the Department has recently revised and
implemented Condition 24 of the Department’s “Application/Permit to Work Within Highway Rightof-Way” as well as adding a “Standard Urban CTH Section.” Condition 24 and the “Standard
Urban CTH Section” were “implemented pursuant to the Department’s police powers and is based
on a reasonable and rational relationship to the furtherance of the public welfare and the operation
of county highways.”
Condition 24 states:
24.

In addition to the clear zone requirements contained in the Wisconsin County Highway
Association Utility Accommodation Policy, new utilities are restricted from being located
within the “restricted signing zone.” On rural highways (roadways not containing curb and
gutter facilities), the restricted signing zone is located from the edge of the travel way to a
point being 14 feet from the edge of the travel way. (See attached sheet – RESTRICTED
SIGN ZONE-RURAL). On urban highways (roadways containing curb & gutter facilities), the
restricted signing zone is located from 0 to 10 feet from the back-of-curb. (See attached
sheet – STANDARD URBAN CTH SECTION). A utility may be located within the restricted
signing zone so long as it is located at least at a minimum depth of six (6) feet as measured
from finished ground surface to the top of the facility. Exceptions may be granted to the
provisions of this Section in extraordinary circumstances, as determined by the Department
within its sole discretion.

Please note that Wis. Admin Code Chapter PSC 130, and Wis. Stat. §§ 196.499(14), 196.58(4),
and 182.017(1g)(bm) and (1r) apply to towns, villages, and cities, but not to counties.

