
Notes prepared by Carrie Ostroski 

Brown County 4H Leaders Association Meeting 

7/6/21 at 6.00 PM 

Zoom meeting (most of executive committee in person) 

In attendance: Carrie Ostroski, Jennifer Buss, Mary Van Dyck, , Dawn Ruben, Eileen Rueden, Mary 
Pasch, Nicki Van Deurzen, , Lisa Ostrenga, Lois Van Zeeland, Hollie Eichhorst, Becky McGinn, JoAnn 
VandenAvond, Mary Ann Beyl, Angela Wiese 

 

 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:06 

Secretary Report was reviewed.  Motion made to approve by Lisa, seconded by JoAnn. 

Treasurer report was sent by Alyssa prior to the meeting.  This month the CD interest of $2.49 was 
transferred to the checking account.  Motion was made to approve by Lori and seconded by Lisa. 

Dues are still outstanding from East River Riders and Legacy Builders clubs. 

Melinda’s report: 

• Thank you for bearing with 4H as we are coming out of the other side of the COVID restrictions.  
This means we can resume meetings with no approvals, but it is important to keep accurate 
records of attendance at meetings (including grandparents or extra people). 

• If you are planning to pull a trailer in a parade, you need special permission for that.  If you are 
going to participate in a parade in any fashion, reach out to Melinda as there are policies for this. 

• Charters will be broken in two parts this year.   
o Financial reports are due August 1.  Goal is to have them audited and done before the 

fair.  Melinda sent out requirements for this.  Please note that the extension office still has 
last years records and will be returning them at next months’ meeting. 

o The charter will be due in mid fall, and will be a google form with no signature 
requirements. 

• Camps will be offered as there is interest. 
• Melinda will be out of the office from July 14-28 and Alyssa will be in the office. 
• 4H enrollment numbers are down but not nearly as bad as they could have been.  Thank you to 

the club leaders for maintaining communication with members. 
• 4H program educator is in final interview status and there is a hope to have someone on board on 

August 1. 

June Dairy Breakfast.  Cindy said that the event went very well.  Participants received a box meal and 
could leave or come across the street to experience Breakfast on the Farm as in past years. 

Pop Tab Collection collected 308 lbs and Nicki brought them to the Ronald McDonald House.  They will 
be posted to the county when photo releases are signed.  Nicki filled out another form to track pounds 
donated by the 4H organization by the Ronald McDonald House.  A pop tab war challenge was created 
for seven neighboring counties.  We have from now till June 2022 to collect for the neighboring counties.  
We will have a weigh in and celebration at the Brown County Extension Office. 
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Cardboard Camp finished out with the city camp a couple weeks ago.  There are still spots in the August 
camp that will feature arcade games on August 9-12 (noon to 3).   

A second archery camp is scheduled too as the first one was so popular.  There was a request for an 
evening and adult class.  Kewaunee will be offering archery camps as well. 

Natasha Bero from Channel Five is very interested in special groups for 4H clubs, let Melinda know if you 
would like any media coverage. 

Two members went to the National Shooting Sports competition in June.  There are two shoots coming 
up that members can qualify for next years nationals.   

Key Award nominations were due June 30.  Letters were sent to the people who were nominated and 
applications are due by the end of July.  Even if a member was not nominated, they can apply for the 
award themselves.  High school members in 11 and 12 grade are eligible to apply and were sent a letter 
asking them to apply (with a video) from Alyssa.   

Graduation festivities:  

• High school graduation will be held at the fair. Lois, Nicki and Cindy will assist and more people 
are welcome to join.  Let the executive committee know if you would like to assist. 

• Cloverbud graduation and leaders recognition will be held during National 4H week in October.  
Cindy, Nicki, and Carrie will assist and more people are welcome to join.  Let the executive 
committee know if you would like to assist. 

State Fair Blue Ribbon Auction raffle has a maple syrup donation and some cash donations to use for 
purchase.  Donations are due July 18 and Melinda will be putting something in the newsletter about 
asking for members to donate items they have made.  Lori is coordinating donations. 

Budget committee will be meeting on July 14 at 5 pm at Mary’s house.  Anyone is welcome to join. 

Fair updates: 

• Fair food stand shift sign up is live.  It went to all members, please ask them to sign up.  We need 
12 members minimum from each club.  We still need champions of the day for Saturday and 
Sunday.  Friday morning (during the dairy show) has no shift leader, but the other shifts are 
covered.  Thank you to everyone who already signed up.  Reports will be going out shortly to let 
club leaders know how many have signed up. 

• Fair entries are due July 15, no exceptions. 
• Clothing judging will be from 3-6 on July 21 at the STEM Center. 
• Dog judging is August 1 at 2 pm at the fairgrounds. 
• August 10 at 6 will be superintendent meeting for non animal exhibits, 7 for animal exhibits. 

Open positions on the leaders association.  Nominations are next month and voting in September.  Open 
positions are two members at large, vice president, and treasurer.  Text Cindy at 920-619-4030 or 
email.comcossmann1@gmail.com and/or bussjennifer22@gmail.com if you are interested.  Any adult 
leader is eligible. 

Forward Together with Chris Clover is a traveling “Flat Stanley” type of activity who can be brought 
around the country.  Check the newsletter for more information.  

Upham Woods has a Wisconsin River Explorers program available. Check the newsletter for more 
information. 

Committee reports 
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• Bean bag boards probably need to be replaced, they were from the Chicago Street Pub, which 
just burned.  Melinda is making a note for possible day camp for replacing these. 

• Cloverbud has no county leader at this time, but Melinda is going to try and onboard that with the 
new educator. 

• Trips for next year: Melinda is going to email to ask about education experiences for next year. 
• Foods Revue: thanks to all those who participated in the online challenges 
• Fundraising:  

o Lori is working on a new list of people who can help with volunteer opportunities.  Lori is 
willing to continue to head these opportunities, but she doesn’t have kids in 4H anymore. 

o The number for the head office in Fleet Farm’s office was disconnected, Ron Van Dyck 
looked around and was told that there will probably be no Fleet Barn Brat Barn in the 
future. 

• Robotics will start again in fall. 
• Shooting sports will be having mandatory meetings in November and shoots start in January.  

More information to come. 
• Tailwaggers graduation/dog judging is on August 1 at 2 pm at the fairgrounds. 

Next meeting will be in person for everyone in the big conference room at the STEM Center on August 3.  
If you still want a Zoom option, let Melinda know directly. 

Meeting was adjourned, motion made by Lisa and seconded by Lisa.  Adjourned at 7:18. 

 


