
Notes prepared by Carrie Ostroski 

Brown County 4H Leaders Association Meeting 

8/3/21 at 6.00 PM 

In person (a couple on Zoom) 

In attendance: Melinda Pollen (county 4H), Carrie Ostroski (Lost Dauphin), Jennifer Buss (Happy Valley), 
Mary Van Dyck (Rockland), Cindy Ossmann (Morrison), Eileen Rueden (leader at large), Mary Pasch 
(Anston Squires), Nicki Van Deurzen (Happy Valley), Lisa Ostrenga (Lost Dauphin), Lois Van Zeeland 
(Suamico Beavertails), Hollie Eichhorst (fair), Becky McGinn (Legacy Builders), JoAnn VandenAvond 
(Junior Jets), Mary Ann Beyl (East River Riders), Angela Wiese (Wrightstown), Beth Coel (leader at 
large), Sarah Brown, Jennifer Bartkowski (Dairy Promotions), Taylor Langhoff, Jennifer Langhoff, Angela 
Duckart (Tailwaggers), Patty Biese (Greenleaf), Norma Dobberpuhl (Glenmore), Karen DuBois (Junior 
Jets) 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:07 

Welcome to the first in person leaders association in 16 months! 

Secretary report from last month was reviewed and approved.  Motion was made to approve by Mary and 
seconded by JoAnn. 

Icebreaker was led by Melinda.  We went around the room and introduced ourselves again, sharing 
information about what we would like to learn more about and what we are each good at.  This is a good 
activity for clubs to see what people can teach and what people are interested in doing.  This is also great 
for finding out what parents know and how to tap into that. 

Treasurer report was reviewed and approved.  Motion was made to approve by Carrie and seconded by 
Taylor. 

Melinda’s report 

 It is August.  Period.  (Note taker thinks this means the fair is upon us.) 
 Club financial reports are now due, let Melinda know if you will still be turning them in. 
 The club charter is changing format drastically, that will be due in September.  No youth 

signatures are needed. 
 4H enrollment will start around September 1, so start reminding members and parents to re 

enroll. 
 Any parent volunteers who are not enrolled as leaders should be contacting the office for the 

training. 
 The office often gets request for new membership often and they will share contact information 

with main leaders as appropriate. 
 Cardboard camp is coming up next week. 

Thank you card was received from a scholarship recipient (Jordyn Ossmann) who will be attending 
UWGB this fall in agricultural finance. 

Congratulations to Adam Wesolowski  and Matthew Ossman who recently attended the National Shooting 
Sports competition.  There are pictures on the county page. 

State Fair Blue Ribbon auction basket was assembled (about $400 value) and sent down.  Most of the 
items were donated. 
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Graduation will be held at the fair on Thursday at 6:00 at the South Show Barn.  Melinda and Alyssa are 
working on gathering information from the seniors.  Melinda will let the main leaders know who from their 
club will be attending.  Key awards will also be given at that time.  Jennifer offered to help with tokens of 
appreciation to graduating members. 

4H yard signs-state 4H is putting out generic 4H signs to promote 4H.  Brown County is getting 20 based 
on 2020 enrollment.  More can be requested at $5 per sign.  If we would like, Melinda can get some 
quotes on signs that are more specific to Brown County after the fair. 

Budget copies were sent out.  We are planning on spending $13,000 more than we are planning on 
taking in because of reduced fundraising opportunities.  This also means we need to spend everything on 
the budget (which we never do).  The money is in the account right now to cover the activities planned, 
but we will have to do more advanced planning in the future.  The budget committee worked very hard to 
keep all the money for the members.  Cindy made a motion to approve the budget and Lisa seconded it. 

Fair food stand.   

 There are a lot of open slots still available (39).  If youth cannot fill the slots, leaders will need to 
either encourage more member participation or work additional shifts because this is a leaders 
association fundraiser.  Tomorrow, Cindy will be working with Alyssa to send each club their shift 
sign up.  Many clubs do not have enough members signed up to fill the 12 person expectation per 
club.  There will be tracking of workers as in past years; this will be tied into the final counts of 
how many from each club worked. 

 Shift leader training will be offered on Monday of the fair at 6 pm.  Nothing is changing from years 
past except a reduced menu.  All the shift leaders will be sent additional information. 

 The fair food stand committee realized during planning that there may be a reduced income from 
the food stand.  At this time, the fair food stand committee cannot commit to paying each club for 
participation in the food stand. 

Fair 

 Thank you Melinda for making the videos on site to showcase the fairgrounds with the new 
blacktop and restrooms. 

 August 10 is the superintendent meeting, 6 for in building and 7 for animals 
 Exploring and Cultural Arts will be judged outside in the big tent. 
 Barns will be open for decorations on Saturday before the fair. 
 Wristbands haven’t arrived yet, Hollie is working on the fair entry tags.  You can pick everything 

up through Wednesday of the fair.  Go to the website for schedule of events for when the fair 
office is open. 

 Judges are all confirming. 
 Theme is Pride in our Past, Faith in our Future 
 Thank you for all the billboards that are around the county.  If your club does a billboard, see if 

you can put your billboard up in downtown Green Bay (Neville?) 
 Yard signs are available.  Melinda will work with some of the downtown areas to get some yard 

signs put up.  Call Kathy Ambrosius about getting yard signs. 
 Dairy Promotions updates from Jennifer B about the Ag Venture Tent.  With everything up in the 

air, there hasn’t been a lot of prior planning and volunteers are needed to sign up for Ag Venture 
workers.  As a token of appreciation, the Dairy Promotion Board will either pay your admission or 
give money to your club for volunteers of any age.  The sign up will be available on the county 
newsletter. 

. 
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Nominations for 4H leaders association executive board: if you are interested or would like to nominate 
anyone for voting next month, please let the executive board know. 

 Vice President 
 Treasurer-Mary Van Dyck 
 Member at Large-Jennifer Buss 
 Member at Large 

Leaders Award Nomination are due 8/31, Friend of 4H, Meritorious Service Award and Volunteer of the 
Year forms will be posted on the county website.  Please think of people who have helped out a lot during 
this year of unknowns. 

State Horse Gymkhana and Expo is 9/11 and 12 and 9/17-19 

Make it with Wool Competition 9/11 (due 8/8) 

Check the county website for details 

Committee and club reports 

 Auction: next steps are at the fair.  It was confirmed that meat processors are set up to process 
promptly after the fair.  It was suggested to advertise that the meat processors are already 
scheduled because of known backlog in the industry. 

 Educational experience 

o National 4H Conference in Atlanta is happening this year!!   
o We heard that international trips will be happening in 2022.   
o Melinda will be working on the scholarship opportunities with interviews in the fall. 

 Fundraising: last year we did the online auction and raised about $1,000.  We will try to do this 
again before Thanksgiving.  Denmark mentioned that they have worked on a few items at club 
meetings to donate. 

 Horse Association: members are working to qualify for state  
 Pop Top Collection: Keep collecting, we got a thank you card from Ronald McDonald House.  

Other counties will be getting in touch after fairs.  There will be a celebration at the STEM Center 
in June 2022. 

 Shooting Sports-there is a father who would like to be involved.  Contact information will be given 
to Cindy to pass along to get in contact with him. 

 Tailwaggers held graduation last Sunday. 
 Morrison 4H stained the WayMorr Park bridge last week. 
 Lost Dauphin 4H rented the Legion Pool last Sunday.   
 Glenmore did a zip lining and ropes course at the NEW Zoo 
 Tessa Eichorst has relocated and is no longer part of the Morrison 4H club.  There are now three 

main leaders in this club. 
 Paul Knope that used to work with the fair, and horses, just passed away.  His funeral is on 

Sunday.  Cindy makes a motion to send a card and $10, Mary Ann seconded the motion. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:06 by Nikki and seconded by Cindy. 

Next meeting is 9/7/21 in person at the STEM Center at UWGB 

 


