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Dear Gardeners,
After last year’s record-breaking rains, we had hoped
for a calmer 2020 for the community gardens. Who
could have imagined the challenges the 2020 season
would bring? We hope that your garden has become a
place for some much-needed relaxation and fun along
with lots of fresh fruits and vegetables this year.
Despite this year’s challenges, the program has many great things growing!
Please read on for program updates, tips, and opportunities. Learn more
about neat gardener-led projects ranging from a multicultural flower garden
and a potato patch for pantry donation to a garden-themed fundraiser. We’ve
included some gardening tips and a recipe as well. Please also make sure to read
garden closing instructions carefully, so we have a smooth end to the season.
I want to extend a special thank-you to the community gardens’ board of
directors. These fellow community gardeners’ hard work and dedication have
made this unprecedented gardening season possible.

Waste Not, Want Not
Late this spring, Friends of the Community Gardens
learned the Community Gardens Program had
leftover seed potatoes from their Planting for a
Purpose produce donation program. The program
also had unused garden space at the rear of the
Community Church Community Garden. Friends
of the Community Gardens turned these unused
resources into a community asset by using them to
create a Ruth Stout potato patch. Watch this video to
learn more about this no-till garden method:
tinyurl.com/ruthstoutmethod.

Thank you for being part of our gardening community, stay safe and well, and
enjoy the rest of your gardening season.
Happy gardening!
Margaret Franchino
Community Garden Coordinator
(920) 391-4660
browncountycommunitygardens@gmail.com

Share Extra Garden
Produce with Pantries
Have extra fresh fruits and vegetables from your plot? Make sure your surplus
garden produce doesn’t go to waste by participating in Planting for a Purpose,
a joint project of the Green Bay Packers and Brown County to encourage
gardeners to donate fresh produce to food pantries.
Many local pantries accept fresh produce donations
and have a need for more donations to meet clients’
needs. Join the effort by signing up to participate at
tinyurl.com/2020plantingforapurposesignup. There
is no minimum donation amount, and participants
may pick up a free garden giveaway, while
supplies last.
Need is especially great this year. Your donations
help make sure everyone has the fresh fruits and
vegetables they need for a healthy life.

Friends of the Community Gardens
put extra potatoes to good use.

Along with the seed potatoes provided by Wisconsin
Certified Seed Potatoes, volunteers planted a flat of
acorn squash, pepper and onion plants donated by
Lindsley’s Greenhouse. The Community Gardens
Program Board supplied straw for the project.
About 35-40 pounds of potatoes were planted and
we expect a harvest of around 500 pounds, all for
local food banks and the Friends of the Community
Gardens’ fundraising Facebook auction of garden
bounty baskets, canned goods and other gardenthemed items. Thank you to the Packers, Wisconsin
Certified Seed Potatoes, Lindsley’s and the
Community Gardens Board for supporting this new
program.
Plans are underway for next year’s Ruth Stout garden.
Contact Margaret if interested in getting involved in
this community project.
- Kris Vreugdenhil
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Flower Garden
Celebrates
Gardeners’ Diversity

New Space to
Grow at
MacArthur Heights

“Got you Covered”
A Primer in Garden
Cover Crops

This May, the Community Gardens Program
broke ground on its 12th site, the MacArthur
Heights Community Garden. The 6,000-squarefoot garden is located behind Bridge Point
Church and offers 30 10’x20’ garden plots.

I hate to even say it, but the gardening season
will soon be coming to an end. Hopefully you all
had an enjoyable and successful season during
these trying times! There are several things you
should be thinking about to finish the season,
and one of these is cover crops.

Special thanks to Bridge Point Church for
providing the land, the City of Green Bay for
tilling, and the MacArthur Heights Neighborhood
Association for helping to promote the garden,
as well as to program board members for site
preparation.
Flower List: Marigolds, zinnias, poppies,
cornflowers (blue bachelor’s button), sunflowers,
chamomile, evening primroses, asters, calendula,
cosmos and snapdragons.

There are many types of cover crops that can
be planted at different times of year, but cover
crops can be especially useful in late summer/
fall. As some of the warmer weather crops fade,
these empty spaces in your garden bed often
become a prime location for any weed seed
blowing around the area, resulting in headaches
next season. If you can get a crop established
to fill that void, they can outcompete weed
seeds. And when the entire garden has finished
producing (and after a thorough clean-up) these
cover crops will just be waiting to enrich your
soil next season.

Gardeners at the Olde North Community Garden
tried something new with the garden’s pumpkin
patch this year. Project leader Penny shares more
about this wonderful project below.
Hello Gardeners!
I’d like to tell you about the Multicultural Flower
Garden.
Last fall I got thinking about the Brown County
Community Gardens program. We all garden
for different reasons, but somehow we all come
together every year for the same goal, roll up
our sleeves, and help each other out. This is
what I wanted to celebrate! Over the years,
I’ve heard stories of how people reached out to
help each other, not caring about differences.
Some people even learn why people from a
different background do things, whether it’s
a time to plant, how to grow something, or
what to grow. This is what I think is amazing
about the Brown County Community Gardens!
So many organizations strive for cultural
understanding; here it’s a byproduct.
Each flower in the garden was selected to
represent one of the many cultures of the
program’s gardeners. We researched and
picked flowers that had cultural significance to
recognize Latinx, Black, Lao, Hmong, German,
Ukranian, Republic of Gabon, Native American,
and Russian gardeners.
I want to thank Kristina and Brian for helping to
research and plant. Thank you Roger for tilling!
A big shout-out to Kellner Back Acre Garden
for letting me use part of their greenhouse!
Without all of you this wouldn’t have happened.
Thank you, Penny Walber

Cover crops are a useful tool that can improve
soil structure, increase organic matter, add
nutrients, and reduce weeds. By incorporating
these plant materials into the soil (at the
appropriate time) you are setting yourself up
for a successful growing season next year, and
maybe with less effort!

Gardeners Cheryl and Kristin have used their
plots to keep connected this summer.
Three MacArthur Gardeners share their thoughts
here:
“It’s fun to garden in a new spot. I’m learning how
to grow things in sandy soil, rather than clay. I’m
making new friends among the gardeners as well
as the neighbors.” – Dee Ann Sanders
“Because my lot is fully shaded, I was so excited
when Bridge Point Church decided to host a
garden in our neighborhood! My good friend and
neighbor suggested that together we co-garden
two plots so that we had both a reason and a safe
way to visit during this pandemic. We made an
early decision to lay down newspaper and cover it
with city compost and we have reaped the benefits
in both preserved water and no weeds all season
long!” – Cheryl Williams
“I was really excited that my church, Bridge Point
Church (less than a mile from my house), decided to
host a community garden and the bonus was doing
it together with my good friend and neighbor. We
have made a good team and look forward to next
year.” – Kristin Mitchell

For community garden plots, you may want
to choose a cover crop like oats that will
grow until freeze-up and then die. Oats can
be planted through early September and be
allowed to grow until the end of the season.
Cover crops seeds are often available at one of
the local farm cooperatives or online. For more
detailed information on cover crops and green
manures, check out Extension Fact Sheet XHT
1209 at tinyurl.com/covercropfactsheet.
And, speaking of having you covered, please
feel free to contact the Extension Horticulture
Help Desk if you have any questions on your
garden or any aspect of your home landscape.
Our main phone line is 920-391-4615
and our email address is
horticulturehelp@browncountywi.gov.
Good luck and happy gardening!
- Doug Hartman, Horticulture Assistant,
Extension Brown County

“Cover crops are a useful
tool that can improve soil
structure, increase organic
matter, add nutrients,
and reduce weeds.”
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Community Garden
Closing Reminders
All community gardens, unless otherwise noted, close for the
season on October 15. We recognize that some crops are still
growing on this date. Unfortunately, we cannot move this date
later due to the time needed to prepare the sites for the end
of the season before the ground freezes. Remember that some
unripe produce, including green tomatoes, can be picked and
allowed to ripen at home.
Please keep the following guidelines in mind as you prepare
your plot for the end of the growing season:

Recipe
FRESH CORN & TOMATO SALSA
This salsa recipe uses lots of fresh garden produce!

INGREDIENTS (six servings)
4 ears fresh corn, kernels cut off

1. Thoroughly wash

1 cup green pepper, chopped

hands for 20 seconds

1/2 cup red onion, chopped

and clean all food

2 tomatoes, chopped
2 cloves garlic, chopped

FOR ALL PLOTS:

2 tablespoons lemon juice

Non-plant material (stakes,
all string, cages, etc.) must be
removed and carried out.

1/4 teaspoon salt

Please do not use on-site
garbage or dumpsters.

PREPARATION

1/2 teaspoon black pepper

preparation surfaces.
2. Combine all ingredients
in a large bowl.
3. Refrigerate for at least 1
hour before serving.

Source: Adapted from Food.com. Fresh Corn Salsa.
What’s Cooking? USDA Mixing Bowl

FOR PLOWED PLOTS:
Plants may be left in the garden plot. Please knock over tall
stalks (sunflower, corn), but do not put your plants in a pile. This
makes final inspections harder.
Please pile the program’s stakes marking
your plot’s corners by your garden’s
water tank/source or bulletin board.
Please do not keep stakes!

Best practices for

COMMUNITY GARDENERS
during COVID-19
Our priority is to keep our community
safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.

go.wisc.edu/communitygarden

These guidelines are here to keep you
and others safe and our garden open.

Feeling ill? Stay at home!

Always rinse vegetables
before use.

Keep your distance.

Wash your hands
regularly with soap.

FOR RAISED BEDS:
Please remove everything, including plants, by November
1 (note later date) so that only the soil remains, shaking off
plants to keep as much soil as possible in the boxes.
Put plants on the grass by the curb (NOT in the road), but
please wait to do this until the City lets us know the date
when we are allowed to do so. We will be in touch as
soon as this is determined.
FOR NO-TILL ROWS:
Please follow instructions for raised beds, but
cut the plants at ground level instead of removing them
(roots can be left in the soil). Plants can be put on the grass
by the tree that is between the sidewalk and the road.

Allow at least
6 feet
between gardeners.

Avoid touching your face.
Wearing a mask is recommended.

Clean commonly touched surfaces.
Don’t share tools if possible.

If you do not clean up your plot properly, you will receive a
warning and/or fine. Each year, coordinators spend many
hours cleaning up others’ plots. Please help us change that
this year. Thank you!
An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming,
including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements. Icons adapted from freepik.com.

Gardener
Submissions

Vegetables and
flowers thrive in
Gary and Susan’s
Four Seasons plot.

Gardener Chalsee
has had a great crop
of tomatoes at her
Annunciation garden plot.

Watermelon grown
from donated seeds at
Maryann’s Community
Church plot.

Church Rd gardener
Missy’s kids have fun
helping in the garden.

Friends of the Community Gardens
Fall 2020 Auction.
Join us and help spread the word about the
Friends of the Community Garden
Fall 2020 Auction.
Auction Dates: Sept. 19-26, 2020
Ending Time: 6 p.m. (highest bid at 6:01 p.m. wins)
How to Join:
On Facebook, search for Friends of the Community Garden Fall Auction. In order to bid,
you must “join” this group. An admin will add you as quickly as possible, at which time you
will be able to bid.
Or, request a link from a Community Garden board member.
Or, request a board member bid in proxy for you. Email joy_wick@outlook.com to
activate this option.
Auction Items: Organic, locally grown, produce. Our volunteer gardeners will provide the
freshest fall crops like squash, potatoes and onion, AND summer produce preserved at
its peak freshness in canned and dried form, including berries, tomatoes and herbs. PLUS,
other Made-In-Wisconsin items like wine and chocolate. AND, other great new, home
garden and personal care items.
Donate: Would you like to contribute? We will consider adding home-grown, homepreserved items, and new home garden and personal care items to the auction. Email or
call us for details. All items must be received by Sept. 12.
Your Support: Your auction bids will support Friends of the Community Gardens, a
volunteer-run 501(c)3 nonprofit, whose members are united to improve the sustainability,
growth and future of Brown County’s Community Gardens program.
Contact: Joy Wick, 920-585-1403

Harvest from Kristina’s
Olde North plot
(minus the avocado!).

Thank You
to our Partners &
Supporters:
The Community Gardens Program truly is a
community effort that wouldn’t be possible
without local support, including support from the
following: Bridge Point Church, Brown County,
Church of the Annunciation, City of De Pere,
City of Green Bay, Creative Sign Company, De
Pere Lions Club, East High School, Encompass
Early Education & Care, Inc., Friends of the
Community Gardens, the Greater Green Bay
Community Foundation, Green Bay Botanical
Garden, Green Bay Community Church, Green
Bay Packers Give Back, Green Bay Plastics,
Home Depot, Green Bay Vets Center, New Leaf
Foods, Peaceful Valley Farm & Garden Supply,
Schroeder’s Flowers, Sisters of St. Francis,
St. Philip the Apostle, UnitedHealthcare, the
Village of Hobart, Village of Howard, volunteer
plowers and tillers, West High School, Wisconsin
Certified Seed Potatoes, and many more. Special
thanks to Maryann Bricker for newsletter design
assistance.

