
FoodWIse is federally funded by the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program-Education (SNAP-Ed) and the Expanded Food 
and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP). We advance healthy 
eating habits, active lifestyles and healthy community environments for 
Wisconsin residents with limited incomes through nutrition education at 
the individual, community and systems levels.

Healthy Choices, Healthy Lives

Community 
IMPACTS

• Since the pandemic onset,  Brown County has been providing a monthly 
flyer with COVID health tips and recipes for pantries and community 
partners.  

• A COVID-19 resource page on Brown County FoodWIse webpage provided 
information in English and Spanish on meal sites, local and federal food 
assistance, grocery store hours, educational videos and flyers, and more! 

• FoodWIse was eager to start virtual programming with partners and jumped 
into families’ homes with provide nutrition lessons for several agencies. 

• Our first YouTube video addressed the need for education to the Latino 
community on PEBT (Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT), a federal 
nutrition resource made available to families who lost access to free or 
reduced-price school meals due to school closures. Four videos were 
created to explain P-EBT, how to use it, and shopping strategies to make the 
best use of food dollars. The videos received more than 5,000 views. 

ACHIEVING MORE TOGETHER
UW-Madison Division of Extension works alongside the people of Wisconsin to deliver practical educational 
programs where people live and work – on the farm, in schools and throughout urban and rural 
communities. In Brown County, FoodWIse partners with food pantries, Green Bay Area Public Schools, 
WELLO, Head Start, Wellspring, Encompass, JAS House, Oneida Pantry, Oneida Schools, Casa ALBA, African 
American Resource Center, and more to help make the healthy choice the easy choice in our communities.

The Challenge
The COVID-19 pandemic impacted the food security of  
Brown County residents due to income and job loss, as 
well as significant changes in local, regional, and national 
food systems. Based on increases in Brown County 
residents participating in FoodShare and federal 
Pandemic EBT benefits, we see a greater need for 
members of our community in accessing food that is 
healthy, safe, and affordable. FoodWIse educators 
support our community by providing education on how 
families can stretch their food dollars in these difficult 
times and continue to put healthy meals on the table in 
their homes.

Brown County has seen a 
22% increase in Food 
Share participation
(including adults and children) from 
prior to the pandemic.

Based on comparison of FoodShare participation in February, 2020 and 
September, 2020. Data from Wisconsin Department of Health & Human Services.



Early FoodWIse COVID 
Response and Virtual Education
With the onset of COVID, FoodWIse responded to Community 
needs with mailed print materials, social media outreach, web-
based resources and recorded videos, tele-conference education 
and preparing to deliver live virtual classes. FoodWIse then 
launched virtual programming with Green Bay School classrooms, 
Wellspring, Salvation Army Transitional Living Program, House of 
Hope, Integrated Community Solutions, Early HeadStart and 
CASA ALBA. Printed lesson materials and program supplies were 
delivered to each agency and participants learned how to 
participate in a zoom class to remain engaged for the lesson. 
Class sizes ranged from three to 22 with an average of about five  
learners engaged in virtual classes. 

Latino Produce Box Education
Three organizations partnered to increase farmers’ market 
access for Latino families. Food insecure families were 
identified to receive sample produce boxes coupled with 
education and market money tokens to shop at a farmers’ 
markets. The goal was to increase comfort of using the 
markets by reducing barriers through education and 
resources while families experience the benefits and 
continue the practice of shopping at farmers markets. 
The program not only provided fresh produce, but
FoodWIse education on shopping strategies at farmers 
markets, storing and preparing produce, market locations 
and how to use the produce based on the contents of the 
food box. This food drop was a monthly program provided 
August through October. FoodWIse developed the video 
content and WELLO provided the filming and editing. WELLO 
is a local nonprofit committed to improving wellbeing of the 
community for everyone. The videos were shared online 
with the August video having 1.4K views and generating 30 
shares. 
The produce boxes are funded by a Wisconsin Partnership 
Program Grant (WPP)  COVID response grant and provides 
fresh produce boxes to Latino families identified as food 
insecure by Casa ALBA Latino Resource Center and St. Paul 
Lutheran Pantry.
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Green Bay, WI 54311
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karen.early@wisc.edu
brown.extension.wisc.edu
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Program Coordinator
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FoodWIse education is funded by the USDA Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program – SNAP and Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program – EFNEP. An 
EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title VI, Title IX, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Positive reviews and results from partners…
• One 5th grade student said,  ” This is the best day at 

school yet”! 
• At Early HeadStart, 80% responded they are either going 

to start trying to fill half their plates with fruits and 
vegetables or would do so more often. After the series, 
one person said, “I wish it wasn’t over.” 

• At Howe Resource Center and House of Hope, 71% of 
learners stated that they would try one new healthy 
recipe a week and 80% said that they would meal plan 
more often as a result of the class. 

Emily Song
Program Support
Brown County
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