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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2020 5:00 PM  

Virtual Meeting 
 
 
Present: Richard Schadewald, Susan Molenaar, Kim Schanock, Karen Sanchez 
 
Excused: Cynthia Brown-Sullivan, Edward Morales 
 

Others Present: Anna Destree, Andrea Kressin, Ann Steinberger, Ted Shove, Erik Pritzl 
 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order  
 

2. Annual Election of Board of Health Chairperson, Vice Chairperson per Chapter 35.01(5) of the Brown 
County Code of Ordinances 

 
NOMINATION:  Richard Schadewald for Chairperson.  Sanchez 
MOTION:  To elect Richard Schadewald as Chairperson by unanimous consent.  

Sanchez / Schanock 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
NOMINATION:  Karen Sanchez for Vice-Chairperson.   Schanock 
MOTION:  To elect Karen Sanchez as Vice-Chairperson by unanimous consent.      

 Schanock  / Schadewald  
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
3. Approve / Modify Agenda 

MOTION:  To modify the agenda and update agenda item 11 to read “Comments by the Public both 
virtual and by email”. 
         Schanock / Sanchez 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

4. Discussion of Brown County Human Services Committee masking resolutions. 
 
MOTION: To place item on hold.      Schanock / Sanchez 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
5. Review of February 2017 letter to Green Bay Protection & Welfare Committee regarding water 

fluoridation. 
 

Anna stated the fluoridation issue was brought up at the July 16th City of Green Bay Protection and 
Policy Committee.  Anna stated in 2017 the Board of Health wrote a letter of support and this item 
was in regard to that letter and if there was interest from the Board of Health supporting water 
fluoridation.  
 
The 2017 Board of Health letter of support was shown on the screen of the virtual meeting.  Robbyn 
Kuester, Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Sealant and Fluoridation Program Coordinator 
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Karen Sanchez asked Dr. Russell Dunkel what is the current support of the American Dental 
Association and your local dental associations regarding the fluoride content in the Green Bay water 
supply.   Dr. Dunkel indicated the recommendation is for .7 parts per million which is a standard.  
Karen asked if there was anything written recently in affirmation of the safety or concerns.  Dr. Dunkel 
indicated there were many studies done indicating it was safe.  Karen asked Dr. Dunkel for links to 
these studies. 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rules to hear from interested parties. 
          Molenaar / Schanock 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Stuart Cooper, Campaign Director for Fluoride Action Network, spoke in opposition to fluoride in 
water.  He also asked the Board of Health to do a comprehensive analysis of the studies before writing 
a letter of support of water fluoridation. 
 
Paul Connett, 104 Walnut Street, Binghamton, New York, pconnett@gmail.com, spoke in opposition 
to fluoride in water and indicated the 2017 letter was outdated and the Board of Health needed to 
objectively review the studies which are linked on www.fluoridealert.org.   
 
Brenda Staudenmaier, 1278 Doty Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin, spoke and requested an updated, 
objective, non-biased letter that includes the most recent studies on neurotoxicity in fluoride.   Brenda 
indicated she sent a letter dated 8/10/20 with the following information to be entered into the 
record.  1) Expert Declaration of Kathleen M. Thiessen, Ph.D. dated 5/20/20, 2) Declaration of Bruce 
Lanphear, MD, MPH, filed 5/20/20, 3) Declaration of Howard Hu, MD, MPH, ScD filed 5/20/20 4)   
Resume of Philippe Grandjean, M.D. 5) Letter from Brenda Staudenmaier, dated 5/25/17 to Brown 
County Board of Health, with attachments 6) Article entitled “Controversy:  The evolving science of 
fluoride: when new evidence doesn’t conform with existing beliefs,” by Christine Till and Rivka Green, 
Published online on 5/22/20, 7) Article entitled “The Scientific Evidence for Fluoride’s Developmental 
Neurotoxicity,” dated February 10, 2020 by Chris Neurath, 8) Plaintiffs’ Closing Argument (Wed June 
17, 2020) from Fluroide Action Network. 
 
Karen Spencer, 67 Langsford Street, Gloucester MA spoke in opposition to fluoride in water and in 
support of the previous speakers. 
 
Dr. Johnny Johnson, PO Box 2450, Chiefland, FL, President of the American Fluoridation Society, spoke 
in favor of fluoridation in water.  
 
Nancy Quirk, 2066 Wintercress Drive, Green Bay, WI, General Manager of Green Bay Water Utility, 
spoke in favor of fluoridation in water. 
 
MOTION: To return to regular order of business.     Sanchez / Schanock  
  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Discussion amongst Board members of regarding next steps.   
 
MOTION: To hold for one month.      Sanchez /  Schanock 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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Russell Dunkel, State Dental Director stated the Protection and Policy Committee is having another 
meeting on October 8, 2020.   

 
6. Health Officer’s Report 

a. Current and Future State 
Anna Destree stated Pam Waise accepted the Interim Nurse Manager position within Public 
Health.  Anna stated we are moving forward with the Community Health Assessment for 
2020.  Our 2020 smart goals have not been completed because we are prioritizing COVID so 
we have decided to carry those goals forward to 2021.  Erik Pritzl stated a 2021 department 
initiative is telework and how it will look going forward as well as productivity and how we 
are going to measure that.  Erik stated another initiative is looking at workforce retention 
and turnover and understand current turnover/retention rates and have each area look at 
projects that could promote retention or address turnover issues. Erik stated the Crisis 
Assessment Center at the CTC will open in 2021.  

 
MOTION: To place on file Health Officer’s Report.  Sanchez /  Molenaar 

 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
7. Community Engagement Unit Update 

a. COVID Outreach and Education Presentation – Andrea presented a PowerPoint Presentation 
entitled “Community Engagement & COVID-19: Brown County Public Health’s Response and 
Community Campaign Proposal” which will cover a. and c. of this agenda item.  Andrea went 
through the various ways they have engaged with the community to gain voluntary buy in 
with our public health recommendations.  Andrea also gave examples of key stakeholders 
they have engaged with in the community throughout the response to spread important 
messages community-wide.  Andrea also shared topics we have covered and how they were 
promoted.    Andrea shared our campaign in the past was no-cost options and with this new 
proposal there would be costs associated and approval will be needed.   Andrea reviewed 
the campaign which is outlined in the PowerPoint Presentation.  Discussion amongst Board 
members regarding budget and expenses for this campaign. 

c. Board Member request. 
1. What are the areas of public health that are their focus? 
2. What are they doing for education related to COVID? 
3. What are they doing/do they intend to do for education regarding masks? 

 
MOTION:  The Board of Health firmly supports the community masking campaign proposals 

and urge the County Executive, Administration and Health & Human Services 
Department to move forward as quickly and judiciously as possible.    
        Sanchez / Molenaar 
  

MOTION CARRIED. 
 

b. Community Isolation & Quarantine (CIQS) 
Community isolation and quarantine services continue at Site 5.  Currently we have a census 
of zero with a pending referral.   
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8. Nursing Unit Update  

a. Patient Surveillance Update - Pam Waise stated we have 11 limited term employees that are 
dedicated to contact investigation.  The utilization of the LTE’s supports our efforts to 
sustain our 24-48 turnaround contact after notification of a confirmed case.   

b. Outbreak Management 
Nathaniel Wagner introduced the School Illness Surveillance System.  This tool was created 
to help monitor illness trends in the community. Analyzing student illness data is a public 
health strategy to reduce the spread of communicable diseases and minimize the 
occurrence or impact of outbreaks. The School Illness surveillance system is a tool that will 
be used to help monitor illness trends in the community.    

 
Ann Steinberger stated in regard to our outbreak management when there are two or 
unrelated cases in a facility this triggers an investigation, (1 case for long term care) and 
remains open for 28 days after last confirmed case.  As of this time 2 cases within a school 
will trigger an investigation. Ann stated Public Health will work with schools to identify and 
notify close contacts in the school setting.  We are in the process of developing tools 
including flow charts and templates to assist schools with actions with someone who is a 
confirmed case, close contact or has s/s of COVID.    WI DHS is finalizing the school Outbreak 
guidance document.   Brown County Public Health will have the next meeting with school 
leaders, school nurse/health services and secretaries August 17 and there will be a 
presentation of the school illness surveillance system including directions on how to 
complete. During the recent Brown County Safe Return to School Leaders meeting with are 
school leaders and health systems public health recommended schools to determine 
thresholds for school closures. As far as specific data points that determine a potential 
closure this would depend upon what the identified threshold for the ability to safely 
operate or conduct business.   

 
9. Environmental Update 

a. Facility Outreach  
Ted stated in terms of Facility outreach we have continued to work with facilities across the 
spectrum every day.  Ted stated have reached out with several business and trade 
associations, we have done virtual town halls, we have gone on joint on-site visits to provide 
guidance.  Ted states when we get calls in our intake line or request for assistance from 
various mechanisms it ranges from general questions to outbreak investigations, COVID 19 
response plans specific to their site.  Ted stated on average they do about 70 contacts per 
week.  Ted states we have completed 60-70 plan reviews.  Ted stated they have developed a 
reopening guide for business.  This provides more of the localized real-time guidance and 
recommendations.  They are based on specific industry sectors.  Ted stated they developed 
a COVID 19 toolbox which is a guiding document for employers if they have an employee 
that becomes positive, they can go through the document and get familiar with the 
different recommendations.  Ted stated they are trying to finalize a brief video platform 
targeting janitorial staff to look up and make sure they have the right disinfectant and that 
they are using it properly.   

    
10. Comments from the Public both virtual and by email 

a. State name and address for the record 
b. Comments will be limited to five minutes 
c. The Board’s role is to listen and not discuss comments nor take action on those comments 

at this meeting. 
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Joan Brusky stated that a communication was put into the County Board meeting that corporation 
counsel prepare the necessary resolution to place the following referendum question on the 
November 3, 2020 ballot.   

Should Wisconsin State Statutes be amended to provide the County Boards of Supervisors 
with the authority to approve or overturn any actions taken by County Health Officers that 
impose county-wide restrictions on citizens and/or businesses that would require county-
wide closure of businesses. 
 

11. Adjournment / Next Meeting Schedule   
 

MOTION:  To adjourn meeting      Sanchez / Schanock 
  

MOTION CARRIED, VOICE VOTE. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patti Zich 

 

 


