
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BROWN COUNTY 
           VETERANS’ RECOGNITION SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
 

Pursuant to Section 19.84, Wis. Stats., a regular meeting of the Brown County Veterans’ Recognition 
Subcommittee was held virtually on Tuesday, February 24, 2021 at 4:30 pm.     
 

PRESENT:     Chair Joe Aulik, Ed Koslowski, Jim Haskins, Ken Corry, Joan Brusky 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Joe Aulik at 4:31 pm.     

 

2. Approve/Modify Agenda. 

Motion made by Jim Haskins, seconded by Ken Corry to approve.  Vote taken.  MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

3. Approve/Modify Minutes of November 17, 2020. 

 

Motion made by Joan Brusky, seconded by Ed Koslowski to approve.  Vote taken.  MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

  

4. Invocation. 

Jim Haskins asked for a moment of silence in honor of Joan Brusky’s husband, Ken Corry’s 

mother and Steve Corrigan of the Fair Board, all who recently passed.  This moment of silence 

was followed by the invocation.    

5. Update re:  Honor Rewards Program. 

 

CVSO Joe Aulik informed several businesses have been added to the Honor Rewards program.  

He promotes the program every time he talks to a business and encourages them to go to the 

Honor Rewards website to sign up.  Most businesses Aulik talks to are pretty open to joining the 

program and he mentioned that there are some tax preparers in the program which is helpful 

this time of year.   

 

6. Discussion Regarding Veterans Appreciation Day at the Fair. 

 

Aulik referenced an e-mail received from Louise Dahlke which contained an update from the Fair 

Association.  The e-mail revealed that the 2021 Fair will be held as planned and most items are 

already in place.  Assistance will be needed with setting up during the week prior to the Fair and 

then taking down following the Fair.  The Fair will be held August 18 – 22, 2021 and the 

veterans’ event would be held on August 22.  Aulik feels we should have a pretty good feel 

around June as to whether the event will be affected by COVID.  One of the things that could be 

done in terms of COVID is to have less organizations in the tent and spread the tables out a little 

bit.  Brusky is doubtful it will be safe to hold the event in August, especially because President 

Biden has indicated things may not return to normal until Christmas of 2021.  Koslowski 

suggested the Subcommittee move forward with planning the event with the understanding 

that the event can be cancelled closer to the date if necessary and everyone agreed with this.    

 



Aulik continued that Matthew Franklin has a connection to the band, Big Mouth, and they have 

agreed to play at the event at a reduced rate.  Koslowski informed he has also had contact with 

the band that has performed in the past, Monterey Trail, and they would also be able to 

perform at the event.  Jim Haskins mentioned that Jess will sing the National Anthem again this 

year and is very excited to do so.  Several of the members questioned having a band at all as it 

would encourage a gathering which is not really something that people are comfortable doing 

right now.  Aulik said at this time he would just like to know the availability of Monterey Trail 

and a decision on the band can be made later.     

 

A discussion also ensued regarding who will be honored at this year’s event.  Aulik recalled what 

was discussed for last year’s event was to honor caregivers of veterans and since that did not 

happen last year, we could honor the caregivers this year.  He noted that a decision was not 

made last year as to what kind of token to hand out to those being honored and several options 

were discussed.  Door prizes were also briefly discussed, and it was decided that decisions on 

these things will be made in the coming months.  

 

7. Veterans Recognition Subcommittee Budget. 

 

Aulik informed there is currently about $2,300 in the Subcommittee budget.  He noted the 

County Board puts $1,000 from the levy into the account every year and the AM VETS donated 

$1,300 in 2017.  The money from the AM VETS has never been used because the money from 

the levy has been enough to cover the expenses.  The AM VETS money was designated to be 

used for recognizing veterans and Aulik will start to use the donated funds to be sure it is used 

for the purpose it was intended.  

 

Corry informed some of the cemeteries in the county do not have flags placed on the graves of 

veterans for Memorial Day and asked if it would be possible to get funds from the 

Subcommittee budget to get flags for those veteran graves that do not get them from other 

organizations.  Aulik informed he would be in favor of having some of the funds in the account 

used for flags for graves to recognize veterans.  The procedure would be to get a cost for the 

flags and then have it come to this group for approval.   

 

Koslowski suggested that a mailing be done to the veteran organizations in the area to see if any 

of those groups wish to sponsor some of the smaller cemeteries to be sure flags are placed on 

veterans’ graves for Memorial Day.  He was of the understanding that all cemeteries were 

receiving flags.  Corry explained that various veterans’ groups place the flags on the graves, but 

the flags wear out over time and not all the veteran’s groups have funds available to replace the 

flags.  Aulik said the cemeteries Corry is talking about would need to be identified and then the 

groups who need funds to replace the flags would need to be identified.  Koslowski said his main 

concern would be to get the word out to the various groups that there are cemeteries not 

receiving the flags so those cemeteries can be included when flags are placed.    

 

Corry agreed we need to be sure all cemeteries are taken care of.  Aulik will send an e-mail to all 

organizations encouraging them to be sure all cemeteries in their regions are covered for flag 

distribution for Memorial Day and ask the different organizations what cemeteries they put flags 

at.  Aulik will also try to find a list of all cemeteries in the county and then we can cross check to 

be sure that all are covered.  

 



Brusky feels that if it is made known through the media that there are graves that do not receive 

flags on Memorial Day, people or organizations may want to get involved to help honor 

veterans.    

 

8. Report from CVSO Joe Aulik. 

Aulik informed they are having a stellar year and are up to $840,00 in retro cash which is 

unheard of only two months into the year.  Everybody in the office is getting better at what they 

are doing as they gain more experience and Aulik noted that staff does training every 

Wednesday.  Aulik’s office sends out a monthly e-mail newsletter to the veterans they serve, 

and now that they have their marketing approved, they will start running some billboards and 

things like that.   

9. Report from Committee Members Present (Brusky, Corry, Dahlke, Haskins, Koslowski, 

Metoxen, Pierce, Polus). 

-Brusky thanked Aulik for the work he and his staff do.  It is making an impact and is 

appreciated.  She also mentioned the death of her husband and the military honors that took 

place at the end of his funeral and said it was personally heartwarming to her.    

-Corry said he has been with the Vets Center for about five months now and it has been a 

rewarding transition.  The relationship with the Vets Center, the Veterans Service Office and 

other organizations is great and he is very appreciative of that.  Corry noted there has been an 

uptick in referrals to the Vets Center and some veterans who are really struggling or in crisis 

situations have personally come into the center and when they do, they practice appropriate 

social distancing, sanitizing and masking.   

-Haskins informed he celebrated his 80th birthday on February 15 and he is good in mind, body 

and spirit.  He also noted he has had a change in his work schedule and may or may not be able 

to attend these Subcommittee meetings, but he will keep everyone updated.   

-Koslowski thanked Aulik and Corry for reaching out to the 127th.  He retired from that unit in 

1997 and was saddened to learn of the number of suicides in the unit over the last six months.  

He also asked if anyone knew how Garske’s Veteran Services is doing.  Corry responded that 

they are doing okay and are helping veterans and pointing them in the right direction.  They 

offer various courses to help veterans gain employment.  Koslowski will keep Garske’s on his 

radar for when his post makes donations. 

10. Such Other Matters as Authorized by Law.  None. 

   

11. Adjourn. 

Motion made by Jim Haskins, seconded by Ken Corry to adjourn at 5:22 pm.  Vote taken.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Therese Giannunzio 

Administrative Specialist 


