
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BROWN COUNTY 
           VETERANS’ RECOGNITION SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
 

Pursuant to Section 19.84, Wis. Stats., a regular meeting of the Brown County Veterans’ Recognition Subcommittee was 
held virtually on Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 4:30 pm in Room 200 of the Northern Building, 305 E. Walnut Street, Green 
Bay, Wisconsin.   
 

PRESENT:     Vice Chair Ed Koslowski, Jim Haskins, Louise Dahlke, Duane Pierce, Joan Brusky, Ken Corry, Joe Aulik  
 

1. Call Meeting to Order.   
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Ed Koslowski at 4:31 pm. 
 

2. Approve/Modify Agenda. 
 

Joe Aulik would like to amend the agenda by adding an item following Item 5 to elect a Vice Chair for this 
subcommittee.   
 
Motion made by Jim Haskins, seconded by Duane Pierce to approve as amended.  Vote taken.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

3. Approve/Modify Minutes of June 23, 2020.  
 
Motion made by Joe Aulik, seconded by Jim Haskins to approve.  Vote taken.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY   
 

4. Invocation.  
 
Jim Haskins gave the invocation at this time.  

 
5. Vote to select Chair of Veterans’ Recognition Subcommittee. 
 

Ed Koslowski nominated Joe Aulik to serve as Chair of this Subcommittee and noted that Aulik is very in touch 
with the needs of veterans and what is going on in the veteran community in Brown County.  Koslowski went on 
to say that he has always felt that the CVSO should be the Chair of this subcommittee.   
 
Aulik accepted this nomination and informed that because there are not any written guidelines or by-laws 
outlining who could act as Chair of this Subcommittee he contacted Board Chair Pat Buckley to make sure it was 
okay with him for Aulik to serve as Chair of the Committee.  Buckley gave his approval for Aulik to serve as Chair.   
 
Motion made by Jim Haskins, seconded by Joan Brusky to approve the nomination of Joe Aulik as Chair of this 
Subcommittee.  Vote taken. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 At this time, Chair Joe Aulik took over this meeting.  
 

Aulik questioned putting a term on the Chair and Vice Chair position.  Koslowski informed he would like to 
review the resolution that originally created this subcommittee, however, Aulik informed that no documents 
seemed to exist.  

 
Motion made by Joe Aulik, seconded by Jim Haskins to make the Chair and Vice Chair position for this 
Subcommittee two year, alternating terms.  Vote taken.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 It was decided that Koslowski would remain Vice Chair of this Subcommittee until next year.  
 



6. Resolution Supporting the Commitment to Veterans Support and Outreach Act.  
 

Aulik referred to the Resolution in the agenda packet and informed this was his brainstorm in 2017 and he met 
with Senator Tammy Baldwin to talk about it.  He informed that County CVSO offices and Tribal CVSO offices do 
not receive any federal funding to run their offices and do the VA’s work.  A Senate bill and a House bill has been 
introduced and hopefully will pushed through this year.  If passed, the Commitment to Veterans Support and 
Outreach Act would authorize $50 million dollars annually for five years to support the initiatives of promoting 
veterans’ health and wellness, preventing suicide, improving outreach to veterans, supporting activities to assist 
in the development and submittal of claims and to create new CVSO offices in states without them and provide 
support to CVSO and TVSO offices who currently assist veterans and their survivors with obtaining over $50 
billion dollars in VA benefits annually.  Aulik continued that this is a good, well written Bill and both the National 
CVSO Association and the Wisconsin CVSO Association have signed off on it as well as the Wisconsin Counties 
Association.  He asked this Subcommittee to support and approve the Resolution which will then be approved by 
the Human Services Committee and move on to the full County Board.  
 
Joan Brusky thanked Aulik for bringing this forward and said it sounds like a great piece of legislation. Aulik said 
this would be the first Resolution of its kind and noted that CVSO offices do not receive any federal funding at 
all, yet 90% of claims come from their offices.   
 
Motion made by Jim Haskins, seconded by Joan Brusky to support and approve the Resolution Supporting the 
Commitment to Veterans Support and Outreach Act.  Vote taken.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  

7. Budget Status Financial Report for December 2019 and March 2020. 
 
Motion made by Duane Pierce, seconded by Ed Koslowski to approve.  Vote taken.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 
 
At this point it was noted that Louise Dahlke is attending the meeting via phone and is able to hear the meeting, 
however, she is unable to be heard when speaking. 
 

8. Update re:  Honor Rewards Program.  
 

Aulik informed there are currently 77 businesses participating in the program and he continues to make 
businesses aware of the program when he can and several businesses have been added that way.  This is a good 
program and provides free marketing for businesses who participate.  There have been approximately 300 
Honor Rewards cards issued to veterans, however most participating business will honor the discount for 
veterans without the card.   
 

9. Discussion regarding Veteran Appreciation Day at the Fair.    
 
Aulik has put together a poster which informs that veterans will be admitted to the Fair free on August 23.  He is 
waiting for approval from the Fair Board and as soon as he gets that, he will have the posters printed and they 
will be available for distribution.   
 
(It was noted later in the meeting that Louise Dahlke sent an e-mail indicating that the poster has been 
approved.)  
 

10. Report from CVSO Joe Aulik. 
 

Aulik informed VA benefits have increased in the County.  Right now his office is at $1.9 million dollars in 
retroactive payments and he informed they recently had two large cases come in; one was $40,000 and the 
other was $25,000.  This is cash right into the pockets of veterans which increases the the economic impact to 
the county.   
 
With regard to office functions, Aulik informed they are currently doing everything virtually by phone and the 
veterans seem to be liking this.  Staff is able to continue the claims process through access to the VA data bases 
and through accreditation they are able to sign forms for veterans.  Some staff is working from home while 



others are working in the office.  Mike Keon, who worked temporarily in the office in the past is working in the 
office again and he has taken over the front desk duties and is doing a lot of training as well.  Nate Thomas has 
taken over Laurie’s spot and is doing benefits specialist work.  Gail Nohr is also working in the office.  She is 
being paid by the WISE program and does data base entry and helps with the phone.  Aulik continued that the 
National CVSO Association cancelled their conference and is moving to on-line training and several staff 
members will be taking part in the on-line training in the coming weeks.   
 

11. Report from Committee Members Present (Brusky, Corry, Dahlke, Haskins, Koslowski, Metoxen, Pierce, 
Polus). 

 
-Brusky did not have anything to report, but wanted to say that she is proud of Aulik’s work on the Commitment  

 to Veterans Support and Outreach Act and she does not anticipate having any issues with this being approved by  
 the Human Services Committee.   
 

-Corry said he continues to be concerned about homelessness of veterans.  He is currently working with two 
homeless veterans who are not VHA-eligible and it has been hard to find a place for them to go.  He noted there 
are also 15 homeless people living in a park.  He is getting more referrals related to homelessness.   Currently 
the VHRP (Veterans Housing Recovery Program) is full here, but there is availability in Chippewa Falls and Union 
Grove, but those are in different parts of the state.   
 
With regard to the two vets that are not VA healthcare eligible, Aulik asked if they have been honorably 
discharged.  Corry explained why they are not VA eligible.  Corry said that NEW Community Shelter has some 
openings, but there are strict rules there and these veterans cannot follow some of them.   Affordable housing 
continues to be a struggle in the city and countywide in general.  This is something that needs to be worked on 
and something has to be done to reduce the barriers to get them into housing as well as providing treatment to 
those who need it.   
 
-Haskins did not have anything to report.  
 
-Koslowski did not have anything to report.  
 
-Pierce did not have anything to report.  
 

12. Such Other Matters as Authorized by Law.   
 

The next meeting will be held on August 18 at 4:30 pm and it will be held virtually. 
 

13. Adjourn. 
 

Motion made by Jim Haskins, seconded by Ken Corry to adjourn at 5:09 pm.  Vote taken.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Therese Giannunzio 
Administrative Specialist 
 

 
 
  


