
 
 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BROWN COUNTY                 
VETERANS’ RECOGNITION SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
 
Pursuant to Section 19.84, Wis. Stats., a regular meeting of the Brown County Veterans’ Recognition 
Subcommittee was held on Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 5:00 p.m., in Room 201 of the Northern 
Building, 305 E. Walnut Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
 

 
PRESENT:   Chair Bernie Erickson, Sherry Steenbock, Rosemary Desisles, Ed Koslowski, Delores 

Pierce, Duane Pierce, Jim Haskins, Karl Soderburg, Jerry Polus, Harold Kaye 
 

**Running Total of Veterans’ Certificates:  1431 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order.   
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Bernie Erickson at 5:00 p.m. 
 
2. Invocation by Jim Haskins.  
 
3. Approve/Modify Agenda. 

 
The agenda was modified to take Rosemary Desisles’s report and Duane and Delores 
Pierce’s report following approval of the minutes. 
 
Erickson introduced guest Harold Kaye to the Subcommittee.  Kaye is a former County 
Board member and has an interest in becoming a member of this Subcommittee. 
 
Motion made by Sherry Steenbock, seconded by Jim Haskins to approve agenda 
as modified.  Vote taken.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

4. Approve/Modify Minutes of June 18, 2013. 
 

Motion made by Duane Pierce, seconded by Jim Haskins to approve.  Vote taken.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
      

5. Follow up discussion regarding Veterans Appreciation Day at Brown County Fair 
on August 17, 2013.    
 
Erickson shared some pictures from the event.  Jim Haskins stated that he had cut some 
ads out of the newspaper regarding the event and these ads contained errors with the 
times and date of the event.  Haskins also stated that he heard complaints with regard to 
the signage at the event.  Haskins stated that originally the stage was in the wrong 
location, but was moved before the band performed.  Haskins stated that he and Duane 
Pierce attended the last Fair Board meeting and specifically asked for certain things that 
they did not get.  Haskins also stated that he had talked to John Walschinski and 
Walschinski is very upset with the Fair Board to the extent that he no longer wants to 
deal with them.   Walschinski had an idea to set up tents at Bay Beach and hold this 
event there in the future.  Haskins stated that he got several TV stations to cover the 
event but the Press Gazette was not there.  Erickson stated that this was because the 
person at the Press Gazette who would have handled this was on vacation.   
 
Pierce stated that the tent was an issue because it was advertising beer and further, it 
was smaller than was anticipated.  The Fair indicated the tent would be 40’ by 80’ but 
the tent that was set up was 40’ by 40’.  They were also short of tables and there were 
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complaints throughout the day because the tent was red and the lighting was bad and 
caused some distortion.  They did accommodate for the Schneider truck which was nice.  
Pierce continued that he and Haskins had discussed that if they need to go to all of the 
Fair Board meetings next year to get these items straightened out, they would be happy 
to attempt to do that.   
 
Pierce stated that he talked to most of the participants near the end of the afternoon and 
almost every table indicated they would like to do the event again next year.  Haskins 
stated that it may be a good idea to have the band play in the afternoon to keep the 
crowd there.  He indicated that by the time the band was done playing most of the crowd 
had left.  
 
Koslowski stated that he brought up the meet and greet idea several years ago and he 
has had people from different organizations question why the meet and greet committee 
does not get any recognition.  Koslowski indicated he would join this Subcommittee as a 
meet and greet representative to help fine tune the organization.  He also stated that 
when he got to the Fair he advised the person setting up tables that the stage was 
supposed to be outside and this individual was not happy because there was only 
representation from this group at one meeting at the Brown County Fair Board.  He felt 
that going forward the Subcommittee should have a representative more often at the 
Fair Board meetings since they were not able to come to us.  Koslowski felt it was a 
communication gap that works both ways.  He felt that communication needs to be 
increased so that everyone is on the same page as far as dates, times, locations, etc.  
Haskins stated he would like to see Koslowski formally join this Subcommittee and other 
committee members concurred with this.     
 
A discussion was also held with regard to signage for next year’s event.   Several 
options were discussed that will be considered at a later date. 
 
Sherry Steenbock felt that all in all it was a great event.  The weather was cooperative, 
the girl who sang the Star Spangled Banner was excellent, the band was great and the 
speaker was very good as well.  She thought the program was great and she thanked 
the Subcommittee for the work they put into it.  The only suggestion Steenbock had was 
for the band to play half their time before the program and the remainder of their time 
following the program.  This may get people to want to stick around longer.   

 
Erickson stated that overall everything he heard was that it was an excellent program.  
He did not hear one person complain and he would rate this as a complete success.  He 
did agree with Steenbock about splitting the time the band performs and he also felt that 
the location was great if you were showing a horse, but it’s not a great location for an 
event, especially when you have entertainment involved.  He felt that the Fair needs to 
realize that the Subcommittee paid as much or more as they would have paid for the 
entertainment and this helps to improve Fair attendance.  Erickson felt a location further 
down the midway may be better.  He continued that as far as the tent goes, it was 
unfortunate that it was smaller than anticipated but he did note that it was free.    
 
Erickson continued that moving the event to somewhere other than the Fairgrounds is 
not a good idea because it is a County event and this is a County subcommittee and 
further, the County Board gives the money.  If we want to take the money and go 
somewhere else we would not have access to having the posters and tickets printed and 
would not have access to a tent and would likely have to pay for electricity and other 
services such as renting tables and chairs along with someone to set it all up.  
Steenbock felt the Fair Board has been very accommodating to the Subcommittee and 
they strive to make it better each year.  Erickson agreed that the event seems to get 
better each year.  Erickson also stated that honoring the Vietnam Veterans went over 
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very well.  He concluded by thanking the Subcommittee for their efforts and stated that 
overall the event was a success and a good time was had.   
 

6. Report from CVSO Jerry Polus.  
 
Polus gave his input on the Fair.  He sat back and thought about it and stated he owed 
the Subcommittee an apology because he was not on top of his game and was sorry he 
couldn’t participate more.  Overall the assessment he makes is that the program was 
excellent.  There was disappointment with the tent upon arrival but the parking was very 
successful.  He would recommend that they try to be located where they were located 
last year on the midway as he felt this would be a better location.  Overall Polus felt this 
was a positive experience but noted that there was frustration due to the incorrect times 
and dates being reported for the event.  He felt it would be a good idea to sit down with 
the Fair Board during the early part of the year to give them our recommendations with 
regard to the event.  He also felt we should start working on a band for next year in the 
near future as this is the hardest part of the event to nail down. 
 
Polus also provided an update on the Veterans Treatment Court and stated that there 
are currently 23 participants and five more waiting for approval.  Court is held every 
Friday afternoon before Judge Kelley at 3:00 p.m.  Prior to the court appearances the 
staff meets to prepare for court.   The staff has recently undergone some intense training 
that lasted a day and a half.  They went through six webinars in preparation for the 
training and the trainers will be coming back next month for another day and a half of 
training.  Polus stated that the court has been highly successful and there are some 
great stories to tell about the successes.   
 

7. Comments from Bill Kloiber and/or Carl Soderburg. 
 
Carl Soderburg commented on two things.  First, adding to the discussion of the Fair, he 
was very glad to see the number of Vietnam Vets come forward to get their medals.  He 
thought they may be hesitant to step forward, but this did not seem to be the case and 
he was happy to see this.  He also stated that he has been keeping his eye on the 
budget cutters and he will keep the Subcommittee informed on this.   
 

8. Resignation of John Walschinski. 
 
Erickson read a letter of resignation he had received from John Walschinski.  The 
resignation has been accepted.   
 

9. Report from Committee Members Present (Erickson, Desisles, Haskins, Maino, 
Ness, Pierce, Steenbock, Walschinski & Witkowski). 
 
-Desisles indicated that the VEA Center in Milwaukee is hosting Stand Up For Women 
Veterans on September 20 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Veterans will participate in a one 
hour employment workshop and there will be guest speakers dealing with Veterans 
benefits and Veterans issues.  The Stand Up will also be featured on a TV Network 
show about the VEA Center and their work called Heroes Come Home.  This will be 
televised on Sunday, September 22 after the stand up and twice on Monday, September 
23.   
 
Desisles also reported that there will be a Veterans Benefits Expo held in Janesville at 
the Red Cross Building on September 27, one on October 18 at the King Veterans 
Home in King and also one on October 26 at the Kenosha Job Center.  More information 
can be obtained regarding these events at www.WisVets.com.   
 

http://www.wisvets.com/
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Finally Desisles reported that the American Red Cross will be participating in Make a 
Difference Day in Wausau from October 22 – 26 and they are looking for any military 
families in the area who could use help with raking.   
 
-Duane Pierce stated for those that know him and for the new guest, he is completely 
immersed in the POW/MIA issue.  September is POW/MIA month and this Friday is 
POW/MIA day.  Along with that, Veterans Chapter 224 will be holding a ceremony at the 
flag at the Courthouse at 7:00 p.m.  This will be a candlelight ceremony to remember 
those from Wisconsin that are still missing.  Pierce would like to see good attendance at 
this event.   He then asked the Subcommittee to stand for a moment and observe a 
moment of silence for all POW/MIAs who are still missing.   
 
Pierce also indicated he had attended the dedication of the new VA Clinic and he found 
it to be very impressive and felt it was long overdue.    

  
-Bernie Erickson stated that we could have a discussion when we start talking about the 
Fair event for next year about having the band perform earlier in the day.   

 
-Jim Haskins asked if anyone had written a thank you note to Schneider Trucking for 
bringing the Ride With Pride to the Fair.  If not, he suggested a plaque be given.  
Haskins also commented on a billboard he has seen on Ashland Avenue that says Help 
for the Homeless Vets.  There is a number to call for homeless veterans.  Haskins also 
reported that Daddy D Productions had a Salute to Veterans show which was held in 
August.  It was a USO style show with discounted admission for veterans.  Haskins also 
shared a poem he had written regarding Vietnam with the Subcommittee.   
 
-Sherry Steenbock brought the list of offers from last year for Veterans Day which is 
coming up in November.  She stated that she would like everyone to work on their lists 
as she has to have the list in to the newspaper by the first week in November at the 
latest.  Steenbock is looking for someone to take over the list of the resigned members.  
If anybody has any suggestions on how to improve the program, please let Sherry know.  
Haskins would like to see 100 percent participation and noted that every year the 
number of offers has increased.   
 

10. Such Other Matters as Authorized by Law. 
 

Koslowski thanked Brown County Veterans Services for the work they have done at the 
Fair and with the Meet and Greet.   
 

11. Adjourn. 
 
Motion made by Jim Haskins, seconded by Duane Pierce to adjourn at 6:03 p.m. 
Vote taken.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Alicia Loehlein     Therese Giannunzio 
Recording Secretary    Transcriptionist 
 
       


