
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BROWN COUNTY 
           VETERANS’ RECOGNITION SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
 

Pursuant to Section 19.84, Wis. Stats., a regular meeting of the Brown County Veterans’ Recognition 
Subcommittee was held virtually on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 at 4:30 pm.     
 

PRESENT:     Chair Joe Aulik, Vice Chair Ed Koslowski, Jim Haskins, Joan Brusky, Kerry Metoxen 

 

1.  Approve/Modify Agenda. 

 

Motion made by Jim Haskins, seconded by Ed Koslowski to approve.  Vote taken.  MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

2. Approve/Modify Minutes of August 18, 2020. 

 

Motion made by Joan Brusky, seconded by Kerry Metoxen to approve.  Vote taken.  MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

3. Invocation. 

Jim Haskins gave the invocation at this time.  

4. Update re:  Honor Rewards Program. 

 

Chair Joe Aulik said he talked to a couple mortgage companies recently who said they may be 

interested in joining the program, but so far they have not been added.  Aulik said his office 

finds the Honor Rewards program to be a good resource for referrals when veterans call looking 

for things such as legal services.   

 

Koslowski noted he includes the businesses in the Honor Rewards program in the Veterans Day 

article.  Subcommittee members also reach out to a number of other businesses to ask if they 

will be offering any discounts for Veterans Day so they can also be included in the article.  

Koslowski noted the article needs to be turned into the press by the last week of October, so if 

there are businesses interested in joining the Honor Rewards program, they may want to do it 

soon so they can be included in the article.  Aulik asked for a list of the businesses that give 

offers for his office to be kept on record for the future.  Koslowski will put everything together 

and get the list to Aulik when it is complete.  A question was raised as to the appropriateness of 

contacting businesses to solicit discounts given the current economy.  After a brief discussion, it 

was decided to contact the businesses and let them make the decision as to if they wish to offer 

something for Veterans Day and, if so, what the discount will be.  

 

5. Discussion regarding Veterans Appreciation Day at the Fair. 

CVSO Joe Aulik informed he received an e-mail from Louise Dahlke following the Fair.  Dahlke 

informed in the e-mail that the turnout was smaller than usual, although the crowds Friday and 

Saturday night were decent.  They had sanitizer stations and other safety precautions 

throughout the Fairgrounds, and everyone was asked to wear a mask, however, Dahlke 

estimated that only about 25% of individuals did.  Dahlke’s office was locked to the public and 

she did business through a window, wearing gloves and a mask.  She did see veterans of all ages 

at the Fair on Sunday, but she did not keep track of how many.  She did note that there were 



people checking out Koslowski’s display every day.   Dahlke informed Aulik that the Fair may be 

a week earlier next year and she will keep Aulik updated on this.  Dahlke also thanked this 

Subcommittee for continuing to keep this event at the Fair.  

Koslowski said he did not attend the Fair, but he was there on Tuesday before the Fair opened 

to set up his display and was there again on Sunday following the Fair to take it down.  The 

display consisted of about 10 – 15 different military uniforms and turned out well.   Brusky 

expressed her appreciation to Koslowski for doing the display every year.  She said it is quite an 

impressive display and she realizes it is a lot of work.     

6. Report from CVSO Joe Aulik. 

 

Aulik reported the retro compensation in his office is up another $400,000 so the total has gone 

from $2.7 million dollars to $3.1 million dollars since last month.  His goal for this year was $3 

million dollars in retro payments, but he feels they will probably be closer to $4 million dollars 

by the end of the year.  This is all money that comes into the community and is spent by 

veterans on things like goods and services, paying off bills, medication, etc.   

 

Aulik continued that the current trend with the VA seems to be approving things that typically 

had not been approved in the past.  There have been a lot of approvals of 100% disability, 

whereas in the past they were a little less likely to approve those.  Brown County has had about 

25 veterans go 100% this year which means the VA considers those individuals 100% disabled 

through service-connected disabilities.  Single veterans who are 100% disabled receive 

approximately $3,100 per month and those that are married receive approximately $3,300 a 

month in disability pay, but there is a myriad of other benefits that come along with that.  

Disability ratings go from 0% to 100% and monthly payments are based on the percentage of 

disability.  Being 100% service-connected disabled provides free dental care through the VA, 

free health insurance for dependents, free nursing home coverage and property taxes in 

Wisconsin can be refunded every year.  Aulik feels when the pandemic starts to subside, the VA 

will tighten up on their ratings.  Brown County currently has about 600 claims pending with the 

VA.   Aulik informed that all services are being done virtually right now and the veterans seem to 

like that.   

 

Aulik continued that next month there will be a big change coming to the VA.  The VA Caregiver 

Program which was designed for catastrophically injured veterans after September 11 is being 

expanded to all eras of veterans which means that if a vet is unable to take care of themselves, 

the VA will pay a caregiver up to $31,000 a year to care for the vet to allow the vet to remain in 

their own home as long as possible.  Aulik expects the demand for this program to be large and 

he already has a number of veterans lined up to apply.   

 

Finally, Aulik reported that they are sending out 100 welcome letters to newly discharged 

veterans.  They receive a list of discharged veterans from the State VA and then send letters 

signed by Aulik and the County Executive welcoming them back and outlining the benefits and 

services the Veterans Service Office can provide.   

 

7. Report from Committee Members Present (Brusky, Corry, Dahlke, Haskins, Koslowski, 

Metoxen, Pierce, Polus). 

 

-Brusky asked if it was felt this Subcommittee needs to meet every month in the slower times.  

Aulik said he has had similar thoughts and feels we should meet in October to talk about 

Veterans Day, but in the later months of the year meetings will probably not be necessary.   



 

-Haskins talked about a memoir he read recently by John Mc Cain and shared some of the facts 

from the book.   

 

-Koslowski informed that Friday, September 18 at 7:00 pm at the POW flagpole at the Brown 

County Courthouse a candlelight vigil will be held to honor POWs and MIAs.   

 

-Metoxen reported his office had a six-figure retro payment in the last quarter as well as a 

number of other retro payments totaling a few hundred thousand dollars.  He also noted that 

the Tribe has their own homeless veteran voucher program.  They have 20 vouchers and at this 

time they are all being used, but he noted that getting landlords to accept the vouchers is 

difficult.  There are a lot of landlords on Broadway and Western Avenue who will accept the 

vouchers, but they try to keep their veterans out of those areas.    

 

8. Such Other Matters as Authorized by Law.  None. 

 

9.  Adjourn. 

Motion made by Ed Koslowski, seconded by Joan Brusky to adjourn at 5:16 pm.  Vote taken.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Therese Giannunzio 

Administrative Specialist 

 

 

 

 


