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MINUTES 
Brown County 

Land Information Council 

Tuesday, May 26, 2015 

10:00 AM 
Northern Building, Room 200 

305 East Walnut Street, Green Bay WI 

ROLL CALL: 

Paul Zeller County Treasurer  X Keith Deneys Sheriffs Dept   X 

Bill Bosiacki Zoning Administrator  X Chuck Lamine Planning Director       X 

Francine Roberg Village of Ashwaubenon   X Cullen Peltier Public Safety & Communications    X 

Tom Sieber County Supervisor  X Dale Raisleger Public Works/Highway   X 

Patrick Austin Mark D. Olejniczak Realty  X Chad Weininger Administration Director       X 

Terry VanHout County Surveyor   Exc Jim Wallen Real Property Lister   X 

Rob Vesperman Land & Water Conservation  X Cathy Williquette Register of Deeds        X 

August Neverman Tech Services Director  X Jeff DuMez  GIS/LIO Coordinator    X 

Also present: Laura Workman (Brown County Tech Services); Melissa Spielman (Emergency 
Management)  Dan Teaters (PALS), Ian Steuer (PALS intern),  and others 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Approval of the minutes from the February 26, 2015 Land Information Council meeting

Motion by K. Deneys to approve the minutes of the February 26, 2015 Land Information
Council meeting.  Motion seconded by C. Williquette.  Vote taken, motion carried
unanimously.

REPORTS 

2. AS/400 replacement project

August Neverman reported to the group on the AS/400 replacement project and said that
Tech Services is in support of the project.  The funding proposal has been submitted and we
will wait to see if it is approved.  C. Lamine said we would like to get started on RFP
development and other things once we know funding is in place, as this will be a very
significant project.

3. GeoPrime upgrade project

J. DuMez reported on the “GeoPrime” GIS web site, which is the county’s most heavily used
mapping site for both internal departments and public users.  He said this site was originally
completed as a cooperative project between the cities of Green Bay and DePere as well as
Ashwaubenon.  The software is getting old by technical standards (more than 6 years), and is
based on “Flex” technology which is known to have security issues; In addition, it does not
work at all on modern mobile devices such as iPhones or iPads. For these reasons, there is
some demand to modernize this product and get it onto the newer, more secure “javascript”
technology platform.  He said an upgrade is planned for this year.   J. DuMez said that the way
we put the original project together in 2008-09 as a consortium was ideal, because we were
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able to split costs between organizations, plus the users of the product had the same “look 
and feel” whether they were working with county GIS data or municipal GIS data.  J. DuMez 
said that the existing consortium has been discussing the product upgrades and also 
discussing the possibility of bringing on a new partner, the Oneidas.  This will keep costs low 
and won’t cost Brown County more than the $2500 already planned and budgeted for annual 
maintenance.   He said that Corporation Council has been involved,  and a new Memorandum 
of Understanding between all cooperative partners is in the works. K. Deneys asked about 
sharing of information between the partners.  J. DuMez responded that the data sharing takes 
place primarily in using the county base map.  Partners build their map layers on top of that, 
and also provide addressing and other information back to the county as needed.  J. Wallen 
asked if other municipalities are interested in joining in on this project.  J. DuMez said that 
others have inquired about it but that only a few others have the prerequisite technical pieces 
in place (server software, expertise, etc) to make it all work.  J. DuMez said that the 
agreement with the software vendor allows the county to share the software code with any 
municipality within the county, and the group is open to further discussions with any interested 
parties.    J. DuMez said that he hopes to have the product upgrades in place by the end of 
the year.  
 

4. Other projects (round table discussion) 
 

C. Williquette reported on Property Fraud Alert, a free service. People signed up for this 
service will get an alert any time a document with their name on it is recorded.  C. Williquette 
said there have a problems across the nation with people filing deeds to claim properties that 
are not actually theirs, and she would like to use this service to prevent that from happening in 
Brown County.   She said more information will be going out on the Register of Deeds site 
about this. 
 
C. Williquette also said that she is willing to help coordinate Land Information Day again this 
fall, something she helped coordinate several years ago. Last time we held information 
meetings at the museum and they were well-attended.  She thought the need for another 
seminar like this is needed as we do have people who are not aware of what the county has to 
offer for land records, or do not know how to use the technology.   C. Lamine said that we 
should make this a goal to do again in the fall.  J. DuMez said that there is a recognized “GIS 
Day” in mid-November.  C. Williquette said she would look into that date.  
 
K. Deneys reported that the Sheriffs Association is working to get legislation passed to 
change the process of filing deeds for sheriff sales.  He said the party that purchases the 
property is responsible for filing the deed, but the deed is not always filed properly after a 
sheriff’s sale.   This has caused a lot of problems and it is hoped the legislation will address 
these issues.    P. Zeller reported on recent experiences selling tax deed properties, and how 
some individuals have moved into abandoned homes despite not actually owning them.   
 
J. DuMez reported that Matt and Kathy from the Zoning division and himself will be meeting 
with Winnebago County to look at their Private Onsite Treatment System (POWTS) electronic 
reporting tool.  B. Bosaicki said this tool would save us a lot of time entering data.   J. DuMez 
said that we plan to scope out how it works, and whether it would work for us.  If the 
Winnebago County system appears to work for us, J. DuMez said we would involve Tech 
Services and others to build a similar system in Brown County.  
 

5. GIS User Group meeting reports 
 

J. DuMez said that he has been holding to his commitment to hold GIS User Group meetings 
about once per month.  These meetings have been held on Friday mornings, the first Friday of 
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each month.  He said participation has been good, with about 10-12 people attending each 
meeting.   He said we would usually start with less-technical tips (web site, what’s new, online 
GIS, etc) and then the second part of the meeting is usually more technical on data editing in 
ArcMap, custom queries, etc.   He said it has been helpful to bring together the people 
responsible for editing GIS data such as addresses.  Individuals who maintain land records 
span multiple departments and don’t have many other opportunities to get together to discuss 
issues.   
 

6. Financial Report  

 
J. DuMez reported that 2014 revenues were far lower than anticipated.  We closed the 2014 
books with a $62,000 shortage.  .  He said our GIS Technician resigned in June 2014, and 
that position has not been refilled.  We have also cut costs in any other ways.   J. DuMez said 
that the next agenda item would provide more detail on this.  C. Lamine asked how 2015 was 
shaping up and J. DuMez said real estate activity is getting closer to average this spring, 
though we had a slow start again in 2015.  C. Williquette said the refinancing activity has 
dropped but other property recording activity appears to be increasing.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

7. Land Information Budget Policy Analysis 
 

J. DuMez handed out a document entitled, “Land Information Budget Policy Analysis:  
Examination of the 2014 deficit; Goals & Recommendations“.  This document was put 
together as a department goal to document what happened, why and to recommend solutions 
to prevent this from happening again.  The document was presented to county administration 
and the Executive about a week prior to this council meeting.  
 
J. DuMez went through the paper’s key points. (paper is attached).  
 
C. Williquette asked if the transfers to Property Listing, starting in 2005-06, were based on a 
written ‘directive’ from the County Executive at that time.  J. DuMez said that the council voted 
on it, but it was a verbal “do it or cut staff” option so we collectively voted to keep as many 
staff as we felt we could afford, given the account balance at the time. J. DuMez said it then 
became an annual transfer, and later some staff were let go after voting to discontinue 
transfers.  C. Lamine asked if we should modify the wording in the document to change the 
word “directive”.   J. Wallen said that the Property Listing function had to continue regardless, 
and that any further staff cuts would have likely been in other areas such as the LIO.   J. 
Wallen said that there was no written directive, but C. Lamine said he thought it was a 
directive based on communications at the time. 
 
The council continued reviewing the paper.  C. Peltier asked about the GIS Tech staff 
position.  J. DuMez replied that this position was added after the rate increase in 2010 when 
we thought the revenues would support it; It was budgeted in 2012 and added in 2013.  J. 
DuMez said the position was vacated in June 2014 and has not been refilled to this point.  C. 
Peltier said his department alone has enough GIS work to keep at least ½ of a position busy, 
and he would like to see the GIS Tech position refilled in PALS to help keep up with the 
workload.  
 
J. DuMez said that there is some potential for a new annual grant starting in 2016 which could 
help bring our account to a healthy balance by 2016.  He said we have a long way to go to 
catch up for the low 2014 revenues, because the account balance typically carries over from 
year-to-year.    C. Lamine also mentioned that the real estate Transfer Fee revenues are 
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coming in higher than anticipated and perhaps some of those revenues can be tapped into to 
offset some for the LIO account shortfall, as was recommended in the paper.  

No action was taken by the Council on this document.  Received and placed on file.  

8. Uniform Instructions for Preparing County Land Information Plans

J. DuMez provided copies of the outline for the new strategic plan.  This outline was provided
by the state Department of Administration (Wisconsin land Information program).  Each
county will use this uniform outline to compile plans.  Previous strategic plans have been for a
5-year term but it will be a 3-year plan starting next year.  J. DuMez said the council must be
involved in the planning process and approval.  J. DuMez said he will set up meetings with
individual departments to conduct a GIS needs assessment.   These needs will then be
documented and presented to the council for prioritization before putting them into the plan.
The timeline is to get the draft done by December 29th and we have from Jan – March of 2016
to get the review and approval process complete.  After this Council approves it, J. DuMez
said he would move the plan approval forward through the PD&T Committee and full County
Board.   The new plan will have more components in it than in the past, such as additional
budget figures.

No action taken by the council.  Received and placed on file.

9. Any Other Matters

No other matters were raised. 

Meeting adjourned.  

Attachment (meeting handout):   

Land Information Budget Policy Analysis:  Examination of the 2014 deficit ;  Goals & 
recommendations 
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I. Introduction 
 

In 2014, the Brown County Land Information Office (LIO) account ran a budget deficit when the primary 

revenue source (real estate document recording fees) fell $164,000 short of projections as real estate 

recordings decreased 27% from the previous year and 36% from the annual average.  This was the lowest 

number of document recordings in nearly 25 years.   

In 2005-06, upon a directive of County Executive Kelso, Brown County began shifting funding for portions of 

the Property Listing staff salaries from the tax levy to the Land Information account which placed a high 

proportion of fixed costs onto this account. At this time the Planning and Land Services Department staff 

and the Land Information Council (LIC) expressed concerns that this action would not be financially 

sustainable.   

Since 2006, Planning & Land Services staff and others on the Land Information Council have taken many 

steps to avoid running a deficit.  

By 2012-13, the measures the LIO had taken to increase revenues appeared to have positioned the account 

for long-term sustainability and the account balance began to grow again.  As the 2014 budget was being 

prepared (in July 2013) revenues were on pace with projections, the account balance was about $140,000 

and growing, and revenues were predicted to continue to stay on pace into the following year.  The 2014 

Land Information Budget was put together accordingly.  

However, as the end of 2013 and the first quarter of 2014 played out, revenues proved to be only 50% of 

cash inflow projections.  Revenues picked up a bit by summer, but not enough to recover.   To help contain 

costs, the GIS Technician position was vacated in June 2014 and remains unfilled, the survey indexing 

contract was ended, and other expenses were cut.  At year-end close out, department budget surplus was 

used to backfill the account but the balance remains at a $17,000 deficit as of March 2015. 

This paper examines the series of events that led to the 2014 shortfall.    It also analyzes how other counties 

utilize their land information fund, and shows that Brown County’s land information program account is one 

of the most heavily-leveraged county programs in Wisconsin in terms of fulltime employee staff costs.    

Finally, this paper makes policy and budget recommendations for 2015 and beyond to help ensure the Land 

Information Account remains sustainable in the future.    
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II.  Key acronyms, terms and concepts 
 

A. WLIP:  Wisconsin Land Information Program.   Statewide program defined in state statutes 16.967 and 

59.72.  It is administered by the Wisconsin Department of Administration.  These statutes are included 

in this document as Attachment 3.  “WLIP funds” (also known as “Retained Fees”) are collected in the 

Land Records Modernization Account in the Brown County Budget.  

 

B. LIO:  Land Information Office.   Under the WLIP, each county establishes a Land Information Office.  By 

statute, a county must establish an LIO in order to collect the retained fees.   The Brown County LIO is 

located within the Planning and Land Services Department.   

 

C. LIC: Land Information Council.   County Boards must also establish a Land Information Council to 

review the priorities, needs, policies, and expenditures of its LIO.   In Brown County, this council is 

established under Brown County Code 3.081. 

 

D. Retained Fees:   Real estate document recording fees collected in the Register of Deeds office.    

 

 

1. The recording fee is $30 per document.  Of this, the State receives $7 per document, the Register of 

Deeds $15, and the LIO receives $8 per document.   The $8 portion of the document recording fee 

that goes to the Land Records Modernization account to fund the LIO is the focus of this paper.    

 

2. The LIO account carries its fund balance forward from year to year.  

 

 

E. Land Records Modernization:  The name of the account in the Brown County budget where the 

retained fees are collected and managed by the LIC and LIO. This term was also historically used in 

strategic plan titles.  

 

F. GIS:  Geographic Information Systems:   A group of related technologies that is funded by the WLIP. 

 

G. FTE:   Full Time Employee 

 

H. LTE:  Limited Term Employee 
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III. Overview of the Land Information Program and LIO 
 

The Land Information Office (LIO) provides a number of services that have proven to be valuable to many 

departments within Brown County as well as local municipalities and the citizens of Brown County.  One 

major program area is the administration of the county’s Geographic Information System (GIS).  Through 

GIS, the LIO helps provide information and tools that greatly increase efficiency and service to the public.   

The LIO provides a groundswell of information to many internal Brown County government users including 

Planning, Zoning, Public Safety & Communications, Land & Water Conservation, District Attorney, Highway, 

Airport, Clerk, Treasurer, Parks, and other units of government, many private businesses, and the public.   

On a daily basis, over 600 people connect to the County’s GIS database to gather information needed to 

support many types of public and private activities across the county.   

The Wisconsin Land Information Program was created in 1989 to transform land information from a 150-

year-old, non-integrated, paper-based institution into a digital system reflective of the “Information Age”.   

The GIS systems created under this program enables complex land data analysis and have become an 

important function of all levels of government.  Under state statute, every county in Wisconsin has 

established a Land Information Office to carry out the goals of the program.     

The mission of the LIO is to implement the Brown County Land Records Modernization Strategic Plan 

(Attachment 4).  The current plan is dated 2010-2015 and consistent with statutes will be updated in order 

to retain the WLIP program fee revenues.   The strategic plan addresses the technological and organizational 

issues associated with storing, sharing, and depicting information and records related to land. The 

integration of mapping, geographic information systems (GIS), document imaging, databases, and computer 

networking are among the topics addressed in the plan. The overall goal of this plan is to ensure key 

program functions of the County are supported. The plan also provides County and municipal officials, 

private businesses, and other interested parties with basic knowledge of the County's efforts in land 

information and GIS.   

A. Funding Sources 

The Brown County LIO program is not funded with tax levy dollars and is instead funded through the 

following mechanisms: 

1. Real Estate Document Recording Fees 

The funding for the Land Information Program is based primarily on a portion of the real estate 

document recording fees as set by Wisconsin State Statute 59.72.  From 2001-2010 the LIO rate was $6 

per document and in 2011 legislation increased the LIO portion to $8 per document.    

LIO revenues fluctuate year-to-year based on economic factors and real estate activity.  Specifically 

interest rate fluctuations significantly affect recording document revenues due to the impact on real 

estate activity and mortgage refinancing.   From 1993 to 2014, Brown County has averaged about 62,000 

document recordings per year.  The lowest number of documents recorded was 34,460 in 2014 and the 

highest was 119,497 documents in 2003.    If the real estate bubble years of 2001-2004 are not included 

this average is closer to 54,000 per year.    At the current $8 rate and using the more conservative 

average of 54,000 recorded documents it equates to an annual average revenue of $432,000.  Based on 
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historical numbers, we have seen that revenue in a given year has varied by up to $353,120 (low of 

$275,680 and a high of $628,800). 

Figure 1:  Real Estate Document recording activity 1993-2014 

 

Figure 2:  LIO Revenue 1996-2014 

 

 

2. Grants, partner contributions, and product sales 

In addition to document recording fees, the LIO actively seeks other revenue sources.   Over the last 15 

years the Brown County LIO has secured more than $575,000 in grants and contributions from various 

state and federal agencies as well as local partners.   In addition, many of the products sold by the LIO 

(such as the plat book) have netted over $85,000 in revenue over the same period.   
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B. Expenses 
Expenditures in each yearly budget are based on the priorities established in the adopted Brown County 

Land Records Modernization Strategic Plan.  Each year the LIO Coordinator proposes a budget to the 

Land Information Council based on this plan.  The initial budget is incorporated into the Planning & Land 

Services Department budget, proposed to the County Executive, and then sent to the Planning, 

Development & Transportation Committee of the County Board and the full County Board for final 

approval.    

The average annual expenses by category are illustrated in Figure 3.  Since 2006, the annual fixed costs 

(operations/maintenance and transfers for salaries/benefits) have averaged about $380,716 amounting 

to 87% of average annual expenses. 

 

C. Account balances 
The LIO account by statute is a special revenue fund and the fund balance carries over into the following 

years.   From 1996-2013 the account’s year-end fund balance averaged about $237,000 although the 

fund balance was in decline from 2004 until 2011. The recording fee rate increase improved the health 

of the fund, but it then declined again as real estate refinancing activity decreased. 

Figure 4:  LIO fund balance chart 

*In 2005, Property Listing staff costs were added to the LIO fund expenses per direction of County Executive 

Figure 3:  Expenses by category, 

2006-2014  annual average 
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IV. Problem Definition 

A. Decisions made by previous administrations 
During the real estate bubble of the mid-2000’s, real estate recording activities hit an all-time high and left 

the account with a large balance.   In 2005-06, County Executive Kelso and the Department of 

Administration were looking for ways to reduce the tax levy and saw an opportunity to shift approximately 

$170,000 annually from the tax levy to the Land Records Modernization account to help pay salaries of 

Property Listing staff and other existing positions.   

This decision set a new precedent where the primary expense of the Land Records Modernization fund 

became fulltime employee (FTE) wages.  Prior to this decision, only the GIS/LIO Coordinator position was 

drawing from the fund.  Program expenditures were mostly variable cost and project-based (LTEs, 

contracted services, software, and equipment).   Under the former budget policy, the LIO could more easily 

adjust project expenses to match any dips in revenue and maintain a positive account balance.  

B. Corrective actions taken after 2006 

1. Weaning Plan 

Recognizing that the previous administration’s decision to use LIO fund for Property Listing staff was 

unsustainable, Planning and Land Services staff developed a “weaning plan” and presented it to succeeding 

leadership.  The goal was to gradually move Property Listing staff off of the Land Information account 

revenues and back onto the levy.   The recommendations in the weaning plan were never implemented. 

2. Expense reductions 

Actions have been taken to cut expenses where possible, but it has been difficult to cut an already stretched 

budget especially given that demand for the land information products has been steadily increasing.  The LIO 

has become an essential county function and is relied upon by many departments and the public. 

3. Revenue increases 

In 2008, the Land Information Council formed a subcommittee called the “Budget Task Force” whose goal 

was to develop a sustainable budget for the LIO.   This task force consisted of a County Board member, the 

Administration Director, Register of Deeds, Planning Director, LIO Coordinator, Real Property Lister and 

Zoning Administrator.   Meetings were held in the spring of 2008.   One of the recommendations of the 

Budget Task Force was to pass a resolution to support a change in the recording fee, which the Land 

Information Council moved forward to the County Board in June of 2008.   This resolution was subsequently 

supported by the full County Board, where it was forwarded to many other county boards across the state.   

Ultimately, these actions led to legislation passed by the state in 2010 to increase the recording fee.   LIO 

revenues went from $6 per document to $8 per document, a 33% rate increase.   Soon after the new rate 

was applied, the account did stabilize and for the first time in 7 years the fund balance increased.   By 2012-

13, it appeared the revenue increases might sustain the program even without implementing the “weaning 

plan”.  

Despite these measures, the account balance bottomed out with a negative balance in 2014 due to 

exceptionally low real estate recording activity in the latter half of 2013 and through 2014. 
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C. Fulltime Employee Positions funded by WLIP revenues 
Since every county operates their LIO under the same state-determined fee rate and witnessed a similar 

decline in real estate activity, it seemed useful to get a sense of how other counties manage their land 

information program fund.   In July 2014, an email survey was conducted by the Wisconsin Land Information 

Officers Network (LION) to determine the number of FTE positions funded by WLIP revenues.  Almost half of 

the counties responded to the questionnaire.  The results are shown in Figure 5 below, along with an 

analysis showing the percentage of retained fees used for full time employee (FTE) salaries.    

Figure 5:   Use of Retained Fees for labor expenses 

County Name Number of FTE Staff 
Positions funded by WLIP 
revenue in 2014 

Total WLIP 
Revenue in 2014 

Total WLIP FTE 
expenses 

Percentage used 
to fund FTE staff 
positions 

Ashland 20% of one FTE $62,097 $11,232 18% 

Bayfield 0 $63,582 $0 0 

Brown 3.85 FTEs $275,680 $275,088 100% 

Burnette 0 $65,442 $0 0 

Chippewa 0.4 FTE $77,952 $28,000 36% 

Columbia 0 $74,352 $0 0 

Dane 3 FTEs $585,400 $399,052 68% 

Florence 0 $56,711 $0 0 

Fond du Lac 1 FTE $110,112 $75,126 68% 

Iowa 0 $62,438 $0 0 

Iron 0 $58,930 $0 0 

Jackson $10,000 to supplement FTE $65,281 $10,000 15% 

Jefferson 0 $89,400 $0 0 

La Crosse 1.5 FTEs $125,320 $117,159 93% 

Lincoln 0 $68,027 $0 0 

Manitowoc 1 FTE $91,408 $100,600 110% 

Marathon 1 FTE $160,024 $97,416 61% 

Marinette 0 $81,471 $0 0 

Monroe 0 $69,242 $0 0 

Oconto 0.5 FTE $71,229 $37,137 52% 

Oneida 0 $80,872 $0 0 

Outagamie 0 $213,176 $0 0 

Portage 1 FTE $78,176 $65,025 83% 

Racine 1.25 FTEs $200,616 $129,217 64% 

Richland 0 $63,984 $0 0 

Rusk Part of 1 FTE $65,165 $50,000 77% 

Sawyer $40,000 toward 2 FTEs $67,319 $40,000 59% 

Sheboygan 0 (interns only) $124,312 $0 0 

St. Croix 0.5 FTE $113,352 $52,952 47% 

Vilas 0 $73,053 $0 0 

Waupaca 68% of one FTE $74,384 $47,600 64% 

Winnebago 0 $182,552 $0 0 

Wood 1 FTE $80,808 $70,000 87% 
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Figure 5 shows that Brown County is among the most reliant on the WLIP revenues for staff salaries. The 

table shows that Brown County allocated 100% of its 2014 retained fee revenue towards FTE staff salaries.  

There are two important things to note about this: 

1. When the 2014 budget was put together in July 2013, the outlook for 2014 indicated an average

revenue year so about $440,000 in retained fee revenues were anticipated.  In other words, 71% of

revenue was expected to fund the 3.85 positions.   2014 ended up $164,320 short of revenue

projections, so the higher percentage is shown here.

2. When shortfall appeared imminent (spring of 2014) one FTE position was vacated and it was not

refilled, thus bringing the number of funded FTEs down to 2.85 for the remainder of 2014.

Most of responding counties spend less than 50% of their WLIP dollars on staff; many do not use WLIP 

dollars for salaries at all.   Not all counties have enough real estate activity to generate sufficient revenues 

for staff salaries, but it is useful to note that some larger counties such as Outagamie, Sheboygan and 

Winnebago spend no WLIP dollars on FTE staff salaries. 

D. Budget process timeline & the challenges of economic outlooks 
During each budgeting cycle, it is a challenge to forecast real estate activity for the following year since the 

budget process begins in June and July of the preceding year.  Each summer, the LIO Coordinator consults 

with the Register of Deeds and the Land Information Council to estimate real estate revenues 6 to 18 

months into the future for the following budget year.  Predicting real estate market activity is complex; 

Revenue projections are made based on economic indicators, 30-year averages, recent economic trends and 

other factors.        Budgeted revenue estimates are made conservatively, and revenues usually exceed 

projections.  This was notably not the case in 2014.    

V. Goals and Recommendations 

The following goals and recommendations are being presented to the County Executive and Administration 

staff by Planning & Land Services staff.  Support is being sought for future budget policy decisions that 

ensure long-term sustainability of the Land Information Modernization account.  

If acceptable to the County Executive, it is suggested that these goals and recommendations should also be 

adopted by the Land Information Council as policy for the Land Information Office for the development of 

future budget proposals. 

A. Budgetary Goals 
The Land Information Budget should be put together with the following goals: 
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1. Keep annual expenditures for fixed costs less than 60% of the average annual Land 

Records Modernization fee revenues 

Fixed costs include Operations & Maintenance plus Transfers for staff wages and benefits.  Sixty 

percent of the average annual Land Records Modernization revenues is approximately $260,000 per 

year.    

2. Rebuild the account reserves by cutting expenses where possible and seeking new 

revenue sources 

Develop a plan toward maintaining an account balance of at least $200,000 during each budget 

planning cycle as a cushion in case revenues fall short of projections.   It may be necessary to phase 

this account balance over several years in order to fund existing operations.  

3. Meet the WLIP statutory guidelines for expenditures 

Retained fee dollars must be spent on projects identified in program statutes and the County’s Land 

Information Strategic Plan. If expenses are deemed unauthorized by the Wisconsin Department of 

Administration, the county faces suspension in aid  (Attachment 3, Statute 59.72).  

4. Build the budgetary goals outlined in this paper into the overall Land Information 

Strategic Plan 

The Land Information Strategic Plan is due for an update in 2015 and it will guide the LIO’s projects 

and expenditures from 2016 to 2018.  The goals and recommendations made in this policy 

document should be adopted by the Land Information Council and included in future strategic plans. 

B.  Recommendations 
The following recommendations can serve as objectives to help meet the budgetary goals outlined above.   

These recommendations are based on the analysis provided in this paper, including the historic trends and 

the lessons learned from the 2014 shortfall.    These recommendations are based on a projected $432,000 in 

average annual document recording revenues at the current $8 rate.   

1. Reduce transfers for FTE salary costs by shifting the 1.85 Property Listing positions currently funded by 

LIO at an annual cost between $163,000 and $170,000 to a different account.   Counties typically use 

levy dollars to pay for Property Listing staff, although Real Estate Transfer fee revenues could help offset 

these costs.  The following options were identified in the Planning and Land Services Department 

“Weaning Plan” report in  2007:  

  

Option 1 
Place all Property Listing expenses on the levy to save approximately $160,000 in yearly expenses 
on the Land Records Modernization fund.   Property Listing function is a fundamental, core cost of 
county government and as such most counties expense it as a levy funded operation. 
 
Option 2 
Since Property Listing staff develops the tax assessment roll, it is a necessary service that benefits 
all Brown County departments.  By enabling the collection of property taxes, the related Property 
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Listing costs could be identified as an indirect cost and budgeted to all departments as charge 
backs on the Indirect Costs line item.   
 
Option 3 
At $160,000 per year in salaries, we could simply reduce the transfer out by $40,000 a year over 
four budgets.  That will take us through the County Executives current term and minimize the 
immediate financial impact by spreading it over a longer period of time. 
 
Option 4 
Use the Real Estate Transfer Fee revenues collected by the Register of Deeds office for the related 
real estate functions of Property Listing staff.  Currently, the Transfer Fee revenues are treated as 
a “pass through” of approximately $500,000 per year from the Register of Deeds office to the 
general fund.    

 
Implementing this recommendation would decrease LIO expenses by approximately $160,000 per year.  

 

2. Fund only two FTE staff salaries using WLIP revenues.  The GIS Coordinator and the vacant GIS 

Technician position in the Planning & Land Services Department best match the WLIP model and are 

known to be authorized expenses by the Wisconsin Department of Administration. Funding only two FTE 

positions with WLIP revenues will help reach the above goal of keeping fixed costs under 60% of the 

average annual revenue, especially if done in conjunction with recommendation #3 below. 

 

This recommendation is in line with recommendation #1 and would save the LIO approximately 

$160,000 per year.   

 

3. Reduce LIO Software and Maintenance expenses by offsetting these costs or making technology more 

self-sufficient.     The largest software maintenance costs are for Esri GIS software and the Register of 

Deeds Fidlar software, each amounting to about $49,000 in annual maintenance charges.   Cutting these 

costs altogether is not an option since these technologies help form the foundation of our land 

information program.   However, at least two alternatives exist to help reduce operations & 

maintenance costs to the LIO account: 

 

a. The Real Estate Transfer Fee provides Brown County with approximately $500,000 in 

revenue per year.  Since the Fidlar and GIS technologies are utilized during the real estate 

transfer process, these revenues could directly fund the maintenance of the technology.  

 

b. The Fidlar software users subscribe to that system generating annual revenue to the 

Register of Deeds (2015 ROD budget for Charges and Fees Public Access $107,100). Since 

the ROD annually passes through revenue to the General Fund it makes sense to use these 

subscription fees to help offset the software maintenance costs to pay for itself.   

 

Implementing this recommendation could save the LIO account $50,000 to $100,000 per year.  
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4. Invest in capital projects instead of incurring new fixed costs when real estate activity rebounds.   It’s

unlikely that real estate activity will reach the peak seen in 2001-2004, but even a modest increase in

activity could quickly build surpluses and grow the account balance.  When this happens, it will be

tempting for any administration to shift staff salaries onto this account, but as witnessed in 2014 this is

not sustainable long term.     Any future surpluses should be invested into technology and projects that

increase efficiency, as outlined by the WLIP.

Implementing this recommendation would help protect the account from future revenue deficits. 

5. Identify contingency projects in the 3-year Strategic Plan.   The strategic plan should include annual

“base level” work plan as well as other projects contingent upon sufficient funding.   These contingency

projects could include contracted service work, LTEs, and technology upgrades that will benefit the users

of the system and create additional efficiencies.

6. Seek new revenue sources.   Selling advertisement space on the Land Information web site is a potential

source of new revenue.  Planning & Land Services staff has been advised by Corporation Counsel that

sales of ads on the county web site is in accordance with laws and regulations.  Ad sales have not been

pursued due to staff time constraints.   However, with more than 600 web site visitors per day,

advertisers may be willing to contribute significant revenues to the program.

VI. Conclusion

The services provided through the Brown County Land Information Office program have become critically 

integrated into the functions of Brown County, our municipalities, the state and federal governments as well 

as the private sector.  These programs help to support and help define LEAN management principals by 

improved efficiencies and levels of services as well as reduced staffing needs and costs. 

The present financial course of funding the Property Listing staff with limited Land Records Modernization 

funds has proven to be unsustainable and has resulted in not funding the vacant GIS Technician position 

which had helped to accelerate Brown County Land Information Office services. 

This paper has identified several recommendations to return the Land Records Modernization fund to a 

healthy financial condition.  While there may be no on single “silver bullet” solution it is possible that a 

combination or portions of each of the recommendations may result in a “shot gun” style solution.   

The staff of the Planning and Land Services Department appreciates the County Executive’s review and 

consideration of this document.  In conjunction with the Land Information Council we look forward to 

continued dialog in order that acceptable and effective recommendations can be implemented through the 

2016 budget process. 
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Attachment 1:   Brown County Planning & Land Services Department Five-Year 

Strategic Plan  

Land Information Division 

2015 

 Continue the quality control efforts on all key geographic information systems (GIS) data layers
(addresses, streets, parcels, etc.).

 Complete the remaining goals and objectives outlined in the state mandated Land Records
Modernization / Land Information 5-year Strategic Plan (2010-2015) which include:

o Preparations for the AS/400 system upgrades including drafting the request for proposal.
o Address data management improvements and building footprint mapping.
o Staff GIS training.
o Produce online GIS application that helps manage, map, and advertise all Treasurer tax

deed property sales and Sheriff’s foreclosure sale properties.
o Continue to implement focused GIS applications using ArcGIS Online and other mobile and

web technology.
o Continue to supply and enhance land information as needed for emergency response,

resource conservation, infrastructure planning, facility maintenance, economic development,
regulatory inspection, and other county functions.

o Continue to assist towns with zoning map updates and other needs.
o Continue to update and enhance flood map change tracking by maintaining a letter of map

amendment/revision (LOMA/R) map layer.
o Continue to assist with the survey index project.
o Assist PALS and Public Works Department staff with MS4 stormwater management tracking

and mandates using GIS technology.

2016 

 Prepare a new Land Records Modernization Strategic Plan (2016-2018) as required by State
Statute 59.72 and the Wisconsin Department of Administration.  This will involve:

o Conducting a GIS needs assessment among all Brown County Land Information
stakeholders (various county departments, municipalities, and other organizations).

o Meeting with the Land Information Council to review and prioritize the documented needs.
o Translating the prioritized needs into new initiatives, goals, and objectives.
o Developing a Work Plan and scheduling projects over three to five years.
o Reporting on progress of ongoing activities, problems, assistance requested, cost-benefit

analyses, data custodial responsibilities, and standards.
o Documenting and compiling the above into the format required by the Wisconsin

Department of Administration.
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o Obtaining approval of the documented plan from the Land Information Council, County 
Board, and Wisconsin Department of Administration. 

 Begin work on projects identified in the Strategic Plan adopted by the Land Information Council, 
County Board, and State of Wisconsin. 

 Coordinate GIS activities associated with the planned AS/400 upgrade project. 

 Implement new online GIS mapping software in conjunction with our local consortium of 
municipalities and the Oneida Tribe. 

 Upgrade all GIS computers and servers, adding additional storage space and speed. 

 Hire and train a new GIS Technician/Analyst to assist with GIS implementation and maintenance. 

 Continue to assist internal and external customers with requests for land information data, maps, 
and reports as needed. 

 
2017 
 

 Complete all of the scheduled work activities in the 2016-2018 Land Records Modernization 
Strategic Plan. 

 Coordinate the acquisition of new aerial orthophotos and LiDAR of Brown County, possibly in 
conjunction with neighboring county and/or statewide partners.  

 Continue to assist with the replacement of the AS/400 system. 

 Continue to assist internal and external customers with requests for land information data, maps, 
and reports as needed. 

 
2018 
 

 Complete all of the scheduled work activities in the 2016-2018 Land Records Modernization 
Strategic Plan. 

 Continue to assist with the replacement of the AS/400 system. 

 Continue to assist internal and external customers with requests for land information data, maps, 
and reports as needed. 

 
2019 
 

 Prepare a new state mandated Strategic Plan for 2019-2021. 

 Continue to focus on improving GIS information quality and map layer updates. 

 Upgrade all GIS servers. 

 Continue to assist internal and external customers with requests for land information data, maps, 
and reports as needed. 
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Attachment 2:   Property Listing salary cost breakdown & historical reference 
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Attachment 3:  Statutes pertaining to the Land Information Program 
 

16.967  Land information program.  

(1)  DEFINITIONS. In this section:  

(a) "Agency" has the meaning given in s. 16.70 (1e).  

(b) "Land information" means any physical, legal, economic, or environmental information or characteristics 

concerning land, water, groundwater, subsurface resources, or air in this state. "Land information" includes 

information relating to topography, soil, soil erosion, geology, minerals, vegetation, land cover, wildlife, 

associated natural resources, land ownership, land use, land use controls and restrictions, jurisdictional 

boundaries, tax assessment, land value, land survey records and references, geodetic control networks, aerial 

photographs, maps, planimetric data, remote sensing data, historic and prehistoric sites, and economic projections.  

(c) "Land information system" means an orderly method of organizing and managing land information and land 

records.  

(d) "Land records" means maps, documents, computer files, and any other information storage medium in which 

land information is recorded.  

(e) "Systems integration" means land information that is housed in one jurisdiction or jurisdictional subunit and is 

available to other jurisdictions, jurisdictional subunits, public utilities, and other private sector interests.  

(3) DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT. The department shall direct and supervise the land information program and serve 

as the state clearinghouse for access to land information. In addition, the department shall:  

(a) Provide technical assistance and advice to state agencies and local governmental units with land information 

responsibilities.  

(b) Maintain and distribute an inventory of land information available for this state, land records available for this 

state, and land information systems.  

(c) Prepare guidelines to coordinate the modernization of land records and land information systems.  

(cm) Provide standards for the preparation of countywide plans for land records modernization under s. 59.72 (3) 

(b), including a list of minimum elements to be addressed in the plan.  

(d) Review project applications received under sub. (7) and determine which projects are approved.  

(e) Review for approval a countywide plan for land records modernization prepared under s. 59.72 (3) (b).  

(f) Review reports received under s. 59.72 (2) (b) and determine whether county expenditures of funds received 

under sub. (7) and s. 59.72 (5) (b) have been made for authorized purposes.  

(g) Post reports received under s. 59.72 (2) (b) on the Internet.  

(h) Establish an implementation plan for a statewide digital parcel map.  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.70%281e%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%282%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%282%29%28b%29
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(4) FUNDING REPORT. The department shall identify and study possible program revenue sources or other 

revenue sources for the purpose of funding the operations of the land information program, including grants to 

counties under sub. (7).  

(6) REPORTS. 

(a) By March 31 of each year, the department of administration, the department of agriculture, trade and consumer 

protection, the department of safety and professional services, the department of health services, the department of 

natural resources, the department of tourism, the department of revenue, the department of transportation, the 

board of regents of the University of Wisconsin System, the public service commission, and the board of curators 

of the historical society shall each submit to the department a plan to integrate land information to enable such 

information to be readily translatable, retrievable, and geographically referenced for use by any state, local 

governmental unit, or public utility. Upon receipt of this information, the department shall integrate the 

information to enable the information to be used to meet land information data needs. The integrated information 

shall be readily translatable, retrievable, and geographically referenced to enable members of the public to use the 

information.  

(b) No later than January 1, 2017, the department shall submit to the members of the joint committee on finance a 

report on the progress in developing a statewide digital parcel map.  

(7) AID TO COUNTIES. 

(a) A county board that has established a county land information office under s. 59.72 (3) may apply to the 

department on behalf of any local governmental unit, as defined in s. 59.72 (1) (c), located wholly or partially 

within the county for a grant for any of the following projects, except that a county shall complete the project 

under subd. 1. and make public records in the land information system accessible on the Internet before the 

county may expend any grant moneys under this paragraph for any other purpose:  

1. The design, development, and implementation of a land information system that contains and integrates, at a

minimum, property and ownership records with boundary information, including a parcel identifier referenced to 

the U.S. public land survey; tax and assessment information; soil surveys, if available; wetlands identified by the 

department of natural resources; a modern geodetic reference system; current zoning restrictions; and restrictive 

covenants.  

2. The preparation of parcel property maps that refer boundaries to the public land survey system and are suitable

for use by local governmental units for accurate land title boundary line or land survey line information. 

2m. In coordination with the department, the creation, maintenance, or updating of a digital parcel map.  

3. The preparation of maps that include a statement documenting accuracy if the maps do not refer boundaries to

the public land survey system and that are suitable for use by local governmental units for planning purposes. 

4. Systems integration projects.

5. To support technological developments and improvements for the purpose of providing Internet-accessible

housing assessment and sales data. 

(am)  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%281%29%28c%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29%28a%291.
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1. Subject to subds. 2. and 3., the department shall award land information system base budget grants for eligible

projects under par. (a) to enable a county land information office to develop, maintain, and operate a basic land 

information system.  

2. The minimum amount of a grant under this paragraph is determined by subtracting the amount of fees that the

county retained under s. 59.72 (5) (b) in the preceding fiscal year from $100,000. The department is not required 

to award a grant to a county that retained at least $100,000 in fees under s. 59.72 (5) (b) in the preceding fiscal 

year.  

3. If the moneys available for grants under this paragraph in a fiscal year are insufficient to pay all amounts

determined under subd. 2., the department shall establish a system to prorate the grants. 

(b) In addition to any other grant received under this subsection, the department may award a grant to any county 

in an amount not less than $1,000 per year to be used for the training and education of county employees for the 

design, development, and implementation of a land information system.  

(7m) SUSPENSION OF AID. 

(a) If the department determines that grants under sub. (7) or retained fees under s. 59.72 (5) (b) have been used 

for unauthorized purposes, the department shall notify the county or local governmental unit of the determination. 

The notice shall include a listing of unauthorized expenditures. The county or local governmental unit shall have 

not less than 30 days to contest the determination or resolve the unauthorized expenditures. If the unauthorized 

expenditures are not resolved in a manner acceptable to the department, the department may suspend the 

eligibility of the county or local governmental unit that made unauthorized expenditures to receive further grants 

or to retain further fee revenues.  

(b) If the department determines that a county has violated s. 59.72, the department shall suspend the eligibility of 

the county to receive grants under sub. (7) and, after June 30, 2017, the county shall be eligible to retain only $6 

of the portion of each fee submitted to the department under s. 59.72 (5) (a). After not less than one year, if the 

department determines that the county has resolved the violation, the department may reinstate the eligibility of 

the county for grants under sub. (7) and for retaining $8 of the portion of each fee submitted to the department 

under s. 59.72 (5) (a).  

(8) ADVICE; COOPERATION. In carrying out its duties under this section, the department may seek advice and 

assistance from the board of regents of the University of Wisconsin System and other agencies, local 

governmental units, and other experts involved in collecting and managing land information. Agencies shall 

cooperate with the department in the coordination of land information collection.  

(9) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE; EDUCATION. The department may provide technical assistance to counties and 

conduct educational seminars, courses, or conferences relating to land information. The department shall charge 

and collect fees sufficient to recover the costs of activities authorized under this subsection 

59.72  Land information. 

(1)  Definitions. In this section:  

(a) "Land information" means any physical, legal, economic or environmental information or characteristics 

concerning land, water, groundwater, subsurface resources or air in this state. "Land information" includes 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29%28am%292.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29%28am%293.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29%28a%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29%28am%292.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28a%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28a%29
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information relating to topography, soil, soil erosion, geology, minerals, vegetation, land cover, wildlife, 

associated natural resources, land ownership, land use, land use controls and restriction, jurisdictional boundaries, 

tax assessment, land value, land survey records and references, geodetic control networks, aerial photographs, 

maps, planimetric data, remote sensing data, historic and prehistoric sites and economic projections.  

(b) "Land records" means maps, documents, computer files and any other storage medium in which land 

information is recorded.  

(c) "Local governmental unit" means a municipality, regional planning commission, special purpose district or 

local governmental association, authority, board, commission, department, independent agency, institution or 

office.  

(2) Duties. 

(a) No later than June 30, 2017, the board shall post on the Internet, in a searchable format determined by the 

department of administration, the following information related to individual land parcels:  

1. Property tax assessment data as provided to the county by municipalities, including the assessed value of land,

the assessed value of improvements, the total assessed value, the class of property, as specified in s. 70.32 (2) (a), 

the estimated fair market value, and the total property tax.  

2. Any zoning information maintained by the county.

3. Any property address information maintained by the county.

4. Any acreage information maintained by the county.

(b) No later than June 30 following the end of any year in which a county that accepts a grant under s. 16.967 (7) 

or retains any fees under sub. (5) (b), the county land information office shall submit to the department of 

administration a report describing the expenditures made with the moneys derived from those grants or retained 

fees.  

(3) Land information office. The board may establish a county land information office or may direct that the 

functions and duties of the office be performed by an existing department, board, commission, agency, institution, 

authority, or office. If the board establishes a county land information office, the office shall:  

(a) Coordinate land information projects within the county, between the county and local governmental units, 

between the state and local governmental units and among local governmental units, the federal government and 

the private sector.  

(b) Within 2 years after the land information office is established, develop and receive approval for a countywide 

plan for land records modernization. For any county in which land records are not accessible on the Internet, the 

plan shall include a goal of providing access to public land records on the Internet. The plan shall be submitted for 

approval to the department of administration under s. 16.967 (3) (e). No later than January 1, 2014, and by 

January 1 every 3 years thereafter, the land information office shall update the plan and receive approval from the 

department of administration of the updated plan. A plan under this paragraph shall comply with the standards 

developed by the department of administration under s. 16.967 (3) (cm).  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/70.32%282%29%28a%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%283%29%28e%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%283%29%28cm%29
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(c) Review and recommend projects from local governmental units for grants from the department of 

administration under s. 16.967 (7).  

(3m) Land information council. 

(a) If the board has established a land information office under sub. (3), the board shall have a land information 

council consisting of not less than 8 members. The council shall consist of the register of deeds, the treasurer, and, 

if one has been appointed, the real property lister or their designees and the following members appointed by the 

board for terms prescribed by the board:  

1. A member of the board.

2. A representative of the land information office.

3. A realtor or a member of the Realtors Association employed within the county.

4. A public safety or emergency communications representative employed within the county.

4m. The county surveyor or a professional land surveyor employed within the county. 

5. Any other members of the board or public that the board designates.

(am) Notwithstanding par. (a), if no person is willing to serve under par. (a) 3., 4., or 4m., the board may create or 

maintain the council without the member designated under par. (a) 3., 4., or 4m.  

(b) The land information council shall review the priorities, needs, policies, and expenditures of a land 

information office established by the board under sub. (3) and advise the county on matters affecting the land 

information office.  

(4) Aid to counties. 

(a) A board that has established a land information office under sub. (3) and a land information council under sub. 

(3m) may apply to the department of administration for a grant for a land information project under s. 16.967 (7).  

(b) A board shall use any grant received by the county under s. 16.967 (7) (a) and any fees retained under sub. (5) 

(b) to design, develop, and implement a land information system under s. 16.967 (7) (a) 1. and to make public 

records in the system accessible on the Internet before using these funds for any other purpose.  

(5) Land record modernization funding. 

(a) Before the 16th day of each month a register of deeds shall submit to the department of administration $15 

from the fee for recording or filing each instrument that is recorded or filed under s. 59.43 (2) (ag) 1. or (e), less 

any amount retained by the county under par. (b).  

(b) Except as provided in s. 16.967 (7m), a county may retain $8 of the portion of each fee submitted to the 

department of administration under par. (a) from the fee for recording or filing each instrument that is recorded or 

filed under s. 59.43 (2) (ag) 1. or (e) if all of the following conditions are met:  

1. The county has established a land information office under sub. (3).

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29%28a%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29%28a%293.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29%28a%294.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29%28a%294m.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29%28a%293.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29%28a%294.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29%28a%294m.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29%28a%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287%29%28a%291.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.43%282%29%28ag%291.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.43%282%29%28e%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/16.967%287m%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%285%29%28a%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.43%282%29%28ag%291.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.43%282%29%28e%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29
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1m. The county has created a land information council under sub. (3m). 

2. A land information office has been established for less than 2 years or has received approval for a countywide

plan for land records modernization under sub. (3) (b). 

3. The county uses the fee retained under this paragraph to satisfy the requirements of sub. (2) (a), or, if the

county has satisfied the requirements of sub. (2) (a), to develop, implement, and maintain the countywide plan for 

land records modernization on the Internet.  

59.72(6) (6) Land records modernization. With regard to land records modernization as described in sub. (3) (b), 

if a register of deeds transfers an instrument that was filed or recorded with the register of deeds before April 1, 

2006, to an electronic format, as described in s. 59.43 (4), the register of deeds shall make a reasonable effort to 

make social security numbers from the transferred instrument's electronic format not viewable or accessible on the 

Internet. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283m%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%282%29%28a%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%282%29%28a%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%286%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.72%283%29%28b%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.43%284%29
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